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The Author of the Hiftory of the Council of TRENT. 


Newly ‘Tranflated out of I TA LIAN, according : 
to the beft and moft perfec Copy Printed at | 
Mirandola, Anno Dom. 1676. 


Wherein is Related with the Ground of the Hiltory, | 
how the Almes of the Faithful were Diftributed 


IN THE 


PRIMITIVE CHURCH. 


The Particulars whereof the Table fheweth. 


picerereeaates z ses sti; 3 — 
sissssetesstetessssiateeststesenteists gaioSeSctrsiistetprerslasespseescsagertas = 
Setets # a oats eaistisstatstacts ress 


rovers sereseaseiet este 


preset reests 


eres 


srrreennasseseseurecs 
S345 =: ae Sipser 


eeeesereeeeetect 


es TT 






® r% OS >M-.ad 
IPC NARASINZS 
soos oe ye 







Printed by Thomas Hodgkin, and are to be fold by Wuhan 
Crook, at the Green Dragon, without Temple Barry 
and Richard Bently, in Ruffel Street, Covent 
Garden. 168 0. 









i Sag A OE a a eed, + ee EVN a 

















LOOT HE 


S Ketan: Ges 


MOST EXCELLENT 





NC ACLE S°TY, 
May it pleafe your Majeh 


=e] O give me leave moft humbly to offer unto your Ma- 
ZO jefties perufal, a fimall Pofthumus work, of a poor The- 
Y f 







atine of the Order of Servi newly taught Engli(h, who 
{|} Lived and Dyed in the Communion of the Church of 
GOA) Rome, yet happily as worthily Great, as that or any” 
ad other Age, either before or fince hath produced. 
Great, for univerlal Learning, for wifdom in Councils, for difcerning 
right reafon from Sophiftical-School-quirks, for faithtully recording 
Antient. Monuments and cuffoms of the Church, fo that every one that 
reads them may fafely {wear, not only to the truth, but tothe Im- 
partiality of them, being written without refpect to this or that 
Church in particular, but to Holy Church in general. Great, for found- 
nefs of Judgment, for admirable dexterity in fumming up intricate, 
wrangling and prevaricating difputes, into fhort perpicuious and pi- 
thy Refults : Great alfo, for Holynefs of Life and Converfation, 
contentednels and moderation of defires, not feeking high things 
for himfelf (thereby imitating Chrift himfelf, who when the Multitude 
sould have taken him by force to make hima King, withdrew himfelf into 4 
Mountain alone) never altering his Habit, Condition, or Cell, though 
efteemed the very Oracle of Venice; who ftoutly, yet with great 
Modefty and Reverence towards his Holy Father the Pope, defended 
the juft Rights of that Wife Republick, againft his Floline/s and all his 
Conclave, to his eternal Honour, confounding all the wits (which 
were not few) of that Age by the effort of invincible reafon, fairly 
appealing to the Judgment of all the world by hisPen, and at the 
end and clofe of the Accommodation, refufing to give Rome it felf 
the fatisfaétion, though but of words, and efteemed as infignificant 
the Popes Breve offered for taking away his Cenfures and his Inflrument 
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of Abfolution, andthe Inftrument for the delivery of the Prifoners, and 
the decree of the Senate for the Restitution of the Religious, &c. Alk 
wiyles and tricks of the (ourt of Rome granted (Covertly and with 
defign to Cajole) unto the Cardinal of Foyenfe, which they did nor 
dare to divulge in formal Copies, but only difperfed under-hand 
fome Abridgements of them to Amufe, and cheat the World. He 
fo Confounded the Fefuits that that State fo Solemnly Banifhed 
them their Dominions, that they were never tobe re-admitted, nor 
the Decree revoked, unlefs the whole Procefs againft them were 
firft read in fullSenate, whereof five parts of fix fhould give Suf- 
Frage for their Revocation: : And who, though by the Contticution 
of that Republick, as an Ecclefiaftick could not formally fit in their 
Council, yet that State had that Efteem for him, that they fo far 
difpenfed, as thathe was permitted to fit therein behind-a Curtain, 
that he might be Mafter of all their Debates and Advifoes, and in 
due time and place give his own, I might add much more concern- 
ing the Articles of his Faith, whereof there are 54 at the end of his Ais- 
frory of the Inquifition; Publifhed in Latin by Andreas (olvins, Printed at 
Roterdam 1651, Where heis Stiled Splendor ¢~ Ornamentum Orbis, the 
Glory and Ornament of the World, but I forbear, left under pretence 
of an Epiftle Dedicatory, 1 fhouldfeem to write an Epitaph. lf I have 
too far tranfgrefl’d already, I canonly plead for my excufe, that he 
being refted from his Labours, it is but juft, that his good works 
fhould follow him, and his praifes celebrated, 

This very work of his, though {mall in Bulk, yet very rich in Cargo, 
not only forthe Excellency, but for the Guwiofity and Rarity thereof, 
there being nothing Extant fo fuccint, particular and exact,for full, 
perfect and diftinct information comparable to it, nor fo methodically 
declaring their genuine Hiftory and pedigree of their firft Infticutions 
and rightufes, the Alternate Gradations of their rife, growth and de- 
viations by which they degenerated into Abufes, and feems asif it 
were Calculated for the very Nurfing Fathers ot Holy Church, of which 
your Majefty being the great defender, the Dedication hereof hath fo 
juft a pretence to your favourable Acceptance and perufal, that it 
would be injurious to your Majefty to doubt thereof. I pray God 
guide your Majefty with his Councils,while you Live, and afterwards 
receive youto Glory. So Prayeth | 





Your most humble and dutiful | 
Subject and Servant, 


WILL. DENTON M.D. 
The™ 
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‘of the following Index , 


Margent of this Edition, as alfo to the 


Think it my duty to advertife thee, that I have Printed this {mall Trea- 

tife in this large Volume, that it may [uit and be Bound with the Au- 
? thors other fmall works, lately Printed with his Hiftory of the Coun- 
cil of Trent, to sphich ere-long I hope more may be added. And the Numbers 
relate and Correfpond to the Numbers in the 


i) é d 3 
Pages in the Italian Copy. 
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T hope there are no Errata but Litterals, only D> ZAhDazzao te Pg for 
Obverting, read Advifing or Intunating. 
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and wherefore, 213. numbring of Benefices re- 
Served to the Pope,2205 Robert Bifhop of Lincoln 
Oppofeth the Pope, curious Fijftory. 154. 
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an other in the Council of Bafil, 196, tbe Tenth 
Age monftrous in the Perfon of the Popes, 72.'Se-| 
culars provide againft the Abufes of the Bifbops in 
difpenfing Goods Ecclefiaftical, with Probibition 
to Alienate, 165. Simony, Opinions of the Cano- 
nifts about that which is Committed in Beneficial 
matters, 223,224, Synods, 65. Spain receives 
quietly the Innovations of the Court of Rome, a- 
bout Inveftitures, 114. deludes with Prudence the 
Arts of the Court;115. Spoyles which the Cham- 
ber of the Pope recetveth, their Original, 250. Pro- 
hibited in France, 251. Paul 3d, his Bull thereon, 
252. and of Pius 4th, onthe fame, 253. the| 
right of Spoyls, 
Succeflors, is done divers wayes, 


: t 


Emplars, the Inftitution of this Military Reli- | 
gion, and with what Succefs, 121. Tempo- 

rals of the Church wader the Old and New Te-| 
flament, in what it Confits, from whence they 


' 
' 


The Table. 





V hex fals to enrich the Church, 





Sle Bis SSA ERO ees 
came, 250. Theologuesstheir Sentiments concern- 
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perors. 
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tbeir care, 38,made Patrons,of Church Goods, 14, 
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Wherein is related, with the Ground of the Hifto- 
ry, bow the Almes of the Faithful were diftri- 
buted in the primitive Church. 





REF] E antient Fervor of Chriftian Charity being grown yy 4 
W cold, which not only moved Princes, and private | * 
® Perfons to give temporal Riches plentifully to the 
“A Churches; butalfo induced the Minifters of the Church 
~ to beftow them holily on ptous occafions, it is nao a, 
Lewd, wonder if at prefent faithful Stewards feem to be want- 
ing, and others diligent only in gaining. and retaining have iucceed- 
edin their ftead, fo that it hath been neceflary to moderate by Laws 
the exceffive gaines, and a continual defire is kindled in godly men 
ro fee the Adminiftration of the goods poffefied by the Churches once 
more reftored, if not to that antient Exemplarinefs, at leaft to a tole- 
rable Moderation. 
The Defects which appear to us in thefe dayes, entered not into the 
Clerical order all together, neither grew they fo Ecceflive at one in- 
ftant of time; but from a fupream, or rather from a divine Perfecti- 
on they de(cended by degrees unto Imperfection, which is now mani- 
fefk unto all, and confefled by theClergy it fel, and by fome efteem- 
ed irremediable : Notwithftanding that if it pleafed God our Lord to 
give unto his faithful as much ene as he gave to out forefathers, we 
{hould not loofe the hope of feeing the fame wonders yet in our Age: 
It is indeed neceflary that as by Degrees we came to this depth of Mi- 
fery, fo by Degrees we may afcend towards that height of Perfecti- 3 
on in which the Holy Church was. The which cannot be done, but 
by knowing what was the Administration of temporal things from the 
Beginning, and how this good Government came to fail, it 1s particu- 
larly neceflary before all things, to tell how the Church from time to 
time acquired temporal Riches, and how upon each alteration it ap- 
B pointed 
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2 ~~. OF Beneficiary Matters 


pointed Minifters to beftow, or to poffefsthem, which will difcover 
to us the hindrances which in thefe times prevent a good Reformation, 
and will fhew how to overcome them; and this is my Defign in the 
prefent Difcourfe fo ample concerning beneficial matter. 
The beginning of Ecclefiaftical Benefices was whilft our Lord Jefis 
ChriftxConverfed in this world, and their Stock was nothing elf but 
Ae the Oblations of Pious aud devout Perjons, which were kept by a Mi- 
nifter, and diftributed: for two works only 5 one.for the Neceffities of 
our Lord, and of the Apostles preachers of the Gofpel; and the other 
for Almes to the Poor. AN this is clearly feen in St. Fohn, where the 
Evangelift fayes that Fudas was he who bore the Purfe, wherein was 
put the Money prefented to our Lord, he {pending the fame, and buy- 
ing things neceflary for them, or elfe diftributing to the Poor accord- 
ing to what our Lord commanded for the day. St. Auguftix confi- 
ders that Chrift having the Attendance’ of: Angels who Miniftred un- 
to him, was in no neceffity of keeping or preferving of Money : ne- 
verthelefs he would have a Purfe, to give an example to the Church 
of what fhe ought to do, and therefore the Church alwayes underftood 
that from his Divine Holynefs by his own Example the Form of the 
5+  Ecclefiaftical Money might be inftituted, inftru@ing from whence it 
fhould be taken, ‘and wherein it fhOuld be laid out. ‘And if in our 
dayes we fee not this holy inftitution obferved, we ought to confider 
that for our inftruétion, and for ‘our confolation the Divine Scripture 
relates, that then Fudas alfo was a Thief, and ufurped to himfelf the 
goods common to the Apoffolical Colledge, and came to fuch a Height 
of Covetoufniefs, that what he ftole feeming not fufficient for him, he 
proceeded fo far in wickednefS, that he fold to the Fems the very per- 
fon of Chrift our Lord, to make his fumm of Money greater. And 
if we either in reading Hiftories, or elfe in obferving things occurrent 
in our Times, we fhall believe that Ecclefiaftical Goods are in a great 
Part {pent in other ufes than Pious, and’ that fome of the Minifters 
not content of ufurping to themfelves that which ought to be in com- 
mon to the Church, and to the Poor, have gone fo farasto fel Sa- 
6. cred things and Spiritual Graces to make Money, we ought not to refer 
this to a Particular Miféry of our or of any othertimes; but to aferibe 
it to the Divine Permiflion for the Exercife of the Good, confider- 
ing that the Beginning of the Infant Church was fubject to the fame 
Imperfections : Indeed we ought every one according to his Degree and 
Vocation to procure a Remedy, and he that cannot do otherwile by 
his Prayers, and he that can hinder the Evil by preventing and oppo- 
fing the Abufes, confidering that although Fudas had no humane Pu- 
nilhment, becaufe thofé who ought to have punifhed him were Com- 
Plicesin his Offence, neverthelefs divine Providence fhewed what Pe- 
nalty he deferved , and appointed that he fhould be his own Executi- 
oner, fora Document of what thofe ought to do, who are given for 
Tutors and Defenders of the Church in ollowing Ages. 
After Chrift our Lord had afcended into Heaven, the holy Apo- 
{tles followed in the Church of Hierufalen: the fame Inftitution of hav- 
¢ ing the Church money for the two Effetts abovefaid, that is, for the 
| Need of the Ministers of the Go/pel, and for Almes to the Poor : and the 
Stock of this money was likewife the Oblations of the Faithful, who 
alfo making all their Goods common, fold their Poffeffions to make 
money for this ufe ; Su that the Conemunity of the Church was not di- 
SF ind 


geist; 


seStstitizs 


$32 


sapsasterebeesststsish 


ssiegarisneecssseieie3 


Rerrkeescetosy 


estrstsserees 
SESS 


: 
i 
i i 
ii 


AERO RRR 








———e FE eee ee gat ORE EG 


by Fra Paclo Sarpt. 3 





(tinct from the Particular of each faithful Man, as 1s practized {till in 
{ome Religions which obferve thofe firft Inftitutions. 

The Chriffians in_ thofe primitive Times were very ready to ftrip 
themfelves of their Temporal Goods, to beftow them in Almes, be- 
caufe they looked for the end of the World to beat hand, Chrift our 
Lord having left it to them uncertain, and although it was to laft as 
long as he pleafed, they confidered it no otherwife but as being to 
end then, holding for certain that the Figure of this World, that 1s, 
the State of this prefent Life pafleth away 5 wherefore the Oblations 
encreafed alwayesthe more; yet the Custom of not having any thing 
of ones own, but all things in Common, fo that there was neither Q, 
poor nor rich, but all’lived equally, went not out of Hierufalem 5 For 
in the other Churches which the Holy Apoftles planted, it was pot in- 
ftituted, neither did it laft long in Hrerufalem. 

Whereupon 26 years after the Death of Chrift it is read that the 
publick was diftiné from the private, every one knowing his own, but 
the money being common in that Church as.in others fourded ix Ob- 
lations, which placed in Common, ferved for the Miu:sters only and 
for the Poor, and it was not Lawful for him, who had wherewithal 
of his own, to live upon the Churches Stock 3 whereupon St. Paw! or- 

-dained that Widdows who had Kindred fhould be relieved by their 
Relations, that the Church Goods might be fufficient for thofe who 

are widdows indeed, that is, Widdows and poor. 

‘The firft day of the week, which for that caufe_was called the Lords 
day, the Faithful met together, and each one offered that which he 9, 
had fet apart of the foregoing week for the Neceffities of the Com- 
WO? 

The care of thefe Goods which our Lord whilfthe was in this Mor- 
tal Life gave unto Judas, was adminiftred by the Apoftles themfelves 
for a fhort Time after the Afcenfion, but afterwards perceiving that 
Murmurings and Seditions did arife amongft the Faithful, about the 
Diftributions that were made, it appearing tofome that they were not 
fo great Sharers of the Common, 4s they willingly would have been, 
and believing that others had more than they ought, fo as the Com- 
mon Evil in all Times in difpenfing the Goods of the Church, the 
Apostles knew they could not attend this perfectly, together with preach- 
ing of the Word of God, they determined to retain to themfelves the 
Miniftry of Preaching and teaching, appointing for this Office of hav- 
ing care of Temporal things, another fort of Minifters quite different 
from that which we fee done in our Times, whereiz the chief Prelates of 
the Church attend the Government of Temporal things, and the Office of 
Preaching and teaching the Word of God, and the Doétrine of the 
Gofpel is left unto the Fryars or Brethren, or to fome inferior Priefts 
in the Church. 

But thefe new Minifters which the holy Apoftles in{tituted for go- 
verning Temporal things were called Deacons, for which purpofe Ele- pea cons, 
Gion was made of fix from ail the Body of the Faithful, which the 
Apoftles appointed for that Miniftry, and wherefoever they founded 
a Church, they alfo appointed Deacons in the fame Manner, as alfo 
they ordained Bifhops and Priesfs and other Ecclefiaftical Minifters, 
Fafting and Prayer preceeding, and the Common Eledion of the Faith- 
ful following afier, Obferving inviolably this order of never deputing 
any man to any Ecclefiaftical Charge, who was not firié elecfed by the 
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univerjality of the Church, which is of all the Faithful together. 

This Cxffome continued in the Church in fuch a Manner for about 
200 years, maintaining the Ecclefiaftical Minifters, and the Poor alfo 
with the publick Goods, there being no other Stock but the Oblii- 
ows which were made by the Faithful in the Church, which Oblations 
were in great Abundance, becaufé out of Fervency of Charity every 
one offered all that he could according to what he had, fo that when 
the means of the Faithful in one City were abundant forthe fupplying 
the wants of their own Church, they wade Collections fir other poor 
Churches alfo: For which caufe St. James St. Peter and St. jokx, when 
they acknowledged St. Paul and St. Barnabas for Contorts and Com- 
pantons in the Gofpel, they recommended this Work unto them, .to 
Collect fome Almes for the poor Church of Fierufalem, for which St. 
Paul alfo mentions the having wade a Collettion in Macedonia, in Achaia, 
in Galatia, and in Corinth, and this Cuftom was obferved not only 
during the Apoftles Life times, but alfo after their Death; and inthe 
Church of Rome where Riches were plenty, the Offerings alfo were 
Abundant, for about the year 150 they not only ferved to Maintain the 
Clerks and poor Chriftians of that City, but alfo to adminifter abun- 
dantly unto other Churches, not only to the Neighbouring, but alfo 
to thoie at a Diftance, giving Food in divers Provinces unto poor and 
miferable Chriftians ‘Condemned to Prifons, and to working in Mines, 
and to fhew the Abundance of the Oblations, I fhall only fay this that 
Marcion about the year 170, madean Oblation in the Church of Rowe 
at one time of 5000 Crowns of Gold, and becaufe he had certain O- 
pinions not Convenient in Matter of Faith, he was expell'd from the 
Congregation, and all the money reftored to him, that holy Church 
efteeming it telf polluted in retaining the Goods of a Heretick. 

Afterwards the Church of Rome encreafed {o in Treafures, that af 
ter 220 years the Roman Emperors were defirous of them; whereupon 
Prince Decius Arrefted St. Laurence a Roman Deacon to take the Ec- 
clefiaftical Treafires from him, they being grown fo Copious; but that 
Prince was Miftaken, believing that the Treafures were ColleGed and 
preferved, for that holy Deacon was aware of the Tyrants Greedinefe, 
and forefeeing the imminent Perfecution bestowed all at one time, as 
they were wont to do in fuch like Dangers; and the moft part of the 
Perfecutions made again{t the Church after the Death of Commod us 
were for that Caufe, that is, becaufe the Princes or the Governors find- 
ing themfelves fhort of Money, were willing to make themfelves Ma- 
{ters of the Chriftian Churches Stock that way. 

After the Churches were enriched, the Clerks alfo began to live more 
at eafe, and fome not being ‘content with the ordinary daily food of 
the Church, would live feparately in their own Houfes, and receive 
from the Church their feparate proportion in Money every Day, or 
for a Month together and longer a thing which although it declin- 
ed from the Primitive Perfeétion, was neverthele( tolerated by the 
Fathers. Befides, the diforders did not ftand at this {tay, but the Bz. 
Shops began to fail the Poor in their wfual Almes, and to keep for them- 
felves that which ought to be diftributed, growing rich with the Com- 
mon Goods of the Church, dealing in ufury forto encreafe them, and 
leaving off the care of teaching the Dotfrine of Christ, all bufied them- 
{elves in Covetoufnefs, which things St. Cypriaz laments that they were 
pracifed in his time, and concludes that God (to purge his Church 
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of thefé Errors) might permit that great Perfecution which was under 
the Empire of Decivs, becaufe his divine Majefty hath alwayes reform- 
ed his Church, either mildly by the means of Lawful Magiftrates, or 
when the Excefs is gone too far, by the Inftrument of Perfecu- 
MP he No Stable 
But although the Church pofleffed fo much wealth, yet it had no Goods at firft. 
fetled or Stable Goods; firft, becaufe they cared not for any upon the = 15s 
Reafon abovefaid, for they efteemed the End to be at hand, and all 
Worldly things to be Tranfitory, and of a great weight for one who 
tends towards Heaven 3 and again becaufe no Society, Colledge, Com- 
munalty, nor Corporation according to the Roman Laws could be gi- 
ven to, bequeathed, or have left by Will, any Goods immovable, nor 
for any caufe whatfoever, could poflefs the fame, unlefs 7# were approv- 
ed of bythe Senate, or by the Princes neither can this be doubted of, 
although, Some Epistles goe about under the Names of old Popes, which 
give a Reafon why the Apoftles fhould fell their Poffeffions in Fudea, 
and the fucceeding Chriftians fhould preferve them, by faying, that 
was becaufe the Apoftles forefaw that the Chriftian Church ought 
not to remain in Fwdea, but indeed amongft the Gentiles, as if in the 
Gofpel the caufe of felling were not _exprefly fhewn when Chrift faid 
to his Church : Fear wot, O little Flock, Jfell what ye poffefs and give 16s 
Almes, that although Hierufalem were deftroyed, at its Building again 
there might be an Abundance of Chriftians, , and yet have not been 
deftroyed in the Cities where the Churches amongi{t the Gentiles had 
Pofleflions ; But labouring to thew this Falfehood is fuperfluous, be- 
ing a certain thing that thefe Epiftles are Suppofititious , and were 
framed about the year 800, by thofe who preferrd (as is full done at 4°. 800 
this prefent ) Riches and Pomps to the Apoftolical Moderation Inftitut- 
ed and Commanded by Chrift : But the Confufion which was much 
continued in the Empire after the Imprifonment of Valerianus, the 
Laws being but little obferved, chicfly in Africa, in France, and in 
Italy, fome left or gave Stable Goods.to the Churches, which in the year 
202, were allconfifcated by Diocletian,and Maximian, though in Frazce 
the Emperors Decrees were not Executed by the Bounty of Constance 
Cloro Cefar who Governed it; But thefe Princes heving renounced the 
Empire, eight years after Maxentivs reftored all the Pofleffions to the 
Church of Rome, and a little after Constantine, and Licinins granted 
freedom of Religion to the Christians, approved of the Ecclepastical 
Colledges call’d Churches, granted generally throughout the Empire, 
that they might gain or acquire Stable Goods as well by Gift as by Te- 
ftament, exempting alfo the Clergy from perfonal publick Services, that they Exemptions 
might attend the duties of Religion more Commodioully. breed 
The Cuftome of our times of giving or of leaving ones Eftate to the 
Church, with a {pecial obligation of fome particular work, as of Build- 
ing, of Marrying young Damfels,of providing for Orphans, or others, 
neither with Obligation to Mafles, Anniverfaries, or to other Eccleffa- 
fical Offices were not then in Account, nor in Ufe for a long time af- 
ter 3 But Perfons gave or bequeathed abfolutely, and the Gift or Lega- 
cy was incorporated into the Common Maji, which was the Stock for 18: 
the Expences of all pious Works, wherefore {peaking of ancient Eccle- 
fiaftical Goods, it is moft true that they are not dedicated to any par- 
ticular Work, but it is not true that they may be laid out in what a 
man will, but in the generality of Pious Works only. The Exewpti- 
O75 
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ons which Prinees granted unto Ecclefiaftical Goods, freeing them from 


publick Contributions was a great encreafe to them, and it was for- 
merly obferved every where inviolably, with great fatistaction to Prin- 
ces, and with the Approbation of the People, for 1t proved not dammage- 
ble to the Publick, nor burdenfom to the Commonalty for two Rea- 
fons, one, becaufe Ecclefiaftical Goods were finally the Poors of the 
People, and_exempting thofe who had not, and leaving the Contribu- 
tions to thofe who had wherewithal, was alwayes accounted jutt; the 
other, becaufe Exempting aman when he hath little, and lef$ than what 
{ufhiceth, is no Burden unto others. Neverthelefs 70 an Should infer 
that the fame liberality of Princes towards the Church, would be juft 
and Convenient in thefe times alfo when itis grown fo Rich, that it 
pofietieth a quarter, and without doubt more than what the remain- 
der of the Perfons, and this is not /aid out any longer for the Poor 3 
fo that toExempt them would be'contrary to what good Princes have 
done, in Exempting the Rich, and in laying their due burdens onthe 
Poor. Wherefore the Princes at prefent are no lef$ pious than thofe 
then, but the Subject is different : For thefe would alfo grant Exemp- 
tions to the Church if it were poor, and thofe would not have grant- 
ed it, if it had been Rich. 

The great Devotion of Princes and of the People, as it caufed the 
Wealth of the Clergy to encreafe abundantly, {0 it excited a great 
Thirft in the Ecclefiaftical Minifters, to Multiply it or heap it up 5 
from which excef§ not {6 much as the wel-minded men were free; for 
fecing how the Diftribution of Ecclefiaftical Goods fell to the Glory 
of God, and to the Common Good, they concluded that the more the 
Church had to Diftribute, the better it was, whereupon they made ufe 
of all Wayes and of all Arts to gain Wealth, wot conidering whether 
the Means they ufed were Lawful aud fuitable unto Equity 5 fo thatif the 
EffeG did but enfue, o7z. that the Church might gain by any, means 
whatfoever, She feemed to have made a Sacrifice unto God : And cer- 
tainly immenfe and innumerable Evils proceed from this fort of Zea- 


lous Perfons, who do not we Diretion with their Zeal, becaufe it 
feeming to them that every thing fent for A Religious End by what 
wav 


y foever to be Good, they oftentimes AG again{t Piety and again{t 
Humanity, putting the World into a confufion ; thus it happened in 
the Primitive times, that the Church obtained Power to acquire real 
Eftates, it was believed by fome Religions Men, to be a Service of God 
to deprive their own Children and Kindred, to give to the Churches, 
for which caufe alfo they Omitted no Art to induce Widdows, Dam- 
{els, and other eafie Perfons to deprive their own Families, to leave to 
the Church : The Diforder pafled fo fpeedily the Bounds of being o- 
vercome, that the Prince was neceflitated to provide againft it, and in 
the year 370, a Law was made, which although it did not deprive the 
Churches from Acquiring or Purchafing abfolutely, yet it Prohibited 
the Clergy from going unto Widdows Houles and Orphans, and from 
receiving by Gitt, or by Will any thing from Women, not only di- 
rectly, but alfo by means of any third Perfon s Which Law St. Hie- 
rome contefleth to have been a Remedy again{t the Corruptions entred 
amonglt the Clergy, and gone too forward in the Defire of getting 
Temporal Eftates, neither did that fuffices; For within few years after, 
that 1s in 390, another Law was made, that a Widdow who devoted her 
Jef to the fervice of the Church, could not give or leave to it by will 
any 
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any real Eftate or precious Houtholdftuff, which is difcourfed of at large 
elfewhere. 

This Excef§ of getting was not very pleafing to St. Augu/tix, who 
lived im thofe dayes, for he openly declared, that it pleafed him bet- 
ter that Inheritances fhould be left to the next of Kin, thanto the 
Church, and indeed he refufed fome Inheritances left unto his Church, 
faying openly, the Ecclefiaftical Miniftry confifted wot in Diftributing 
much, but in Diftributing well, 

Likewife he reproved a new way theChurch had of purchafing found 
out in thofe dayes, which was buying real Eftates with the Advance 
made upon the Ivcomes or Rent, which way that Holy man alwaies ab- 
horred, neither would he ever permit it in his Church, for he declared 
in his publick Sermons, that he had rather live upon the Oblations and 
Colleétions which were wontto be made in the Primitive times of the 
Church, than to have a Care of Pofleffions, which were durdenfome to 
him, and hindered him from attending zvtirely wpon the Principal Charge 
of a Bifhop, that is, of Spiritual things; adding further, that he was 
prepared to renounce all Potleffions, if a livelihood were provided for 23: 
the Servants of God, nd Minifters, as in the old Teftament, by way 
of Tythes or of, other Oblations, without being fubjec to the Diitra- 

&iov, which the Care of Earthly things brought along with it, 

But for all the Checks of the Holy Fathers through their good Ex- 

hortations, and of the Princes by their good Laws, the Ecclefiaftical 
Goods could not be hindered from encreafing above what they ought, 
only. the ancient manner of Governing and of beftowing them remain- 
ed and lafted till the year 420, without any notable Alteration; Befides 
all the Oblations and other Ecclefiaftical Incomes proceeding trom Re- 
al Eftates were in Common, and governed by the Deacons by the Sub- 
Deaco#s, and by other Stewards their Afliftants, and Diftributed for 
the Maintenance of the Eccleftastical Mamifters and of the Poor; the - 
Colledge of Priefts and the Bifhop were principally the Intendants, and 
in fhort an Account of all Receits and Disburfments was kept, fo that 
the Bifhop Difpofed of every thing, the Deacons Executed it, andall 24. 
the Clergy lived upon what the Church had, although all did not ad- 
minifter. St. Fob Chrifostome makes mention that in thofe dayes the 
Church of Aztioch fed above 3000 Perfons at the Publick Expence : 
Tis alfo a thing certain, that the Church of Hierujalem bore the Ex- 
pences of an infinite Multitude of Perfons, which happened there from 
all parts of the World. It is Recorded in Hiftories that Atticus Bi- 
fhop of Conftantinople, Affifted the Church of Nicea in Bithynia by 
reafon of a great Concourfe of poor People in that City, which were 
Numbred to toooo in one day. ' 

But after France, Spain, and Africa were divided from the Empire, 
and ereéted into diftinct Kingdoms, and the Succeflion of Theodolius 
Extind, Jtaly after the Inundation of divers Barbarous People being 
fall’n into the hands of the Kings of the Goths, and the Eas? divided Divifion of 
from the Weif, the Churches were alfo differently Governed, the Ea- V8 fay 
Stern Church followed the Common Government already inftituted; 25. 
In the Western, the Bifhops by Adminiftrators and Superintendents be- 
gan to make themfelues Masters, and to Govern the Goods of the 
Church in an Arbitrary manner, from whence proceeded a great Con- 
fufion, in the Diftribution of the faid Goods, and chiefly to the Dam- 
mage of Buildings, which fell to Ruin, and of the Poor who ie for- 

faken: 
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: feken : For which Caufe about the year 470, ‘twas ordained in the 
Hiviton of Weiferz Church, that four parts foould be wade one fhould be the 
Goods Eccle- Bifhops, the {ccond for the other Minifters, the third for building of 
fiaftical. the Church (which Comprehended not only the Building of the Place 

where the People met together, but alfo the Habitations of the Bi- 
fhops, and other Clergy-mens, and of the fick and: Widdows) and the 
fourth for the Poor : But thefe Poor amongft moft of the Churches 
as St. Gregory relates, were meant only the Poor of the place, becauje 

page26. all the Ho/pitality belonged to the Bifhop, who wpon the Expence of his 
own Portion wasObliged tc Lodge the Forraign Clergy,and to feed the 
Poor which came from abroad. Yet ’tis not to be believed, that this 
Divifion was in four Arithmetical and equal Parts, but Proportionably 
becaufe in fome Churches the Number of the Clergy required, that 
their Expences fhould be greater than for the Poor 5 on the contrary 
the great Number of Poor, and the fmall Number of Clergy-men re- 
quired otherwife, even as in the greateft Cities, the Charges of Build- 
ing was great, but not {o in the ordinary ones 3 becaufe every Church 
accepting the Decree of Dividing into four parts, made the Divifions 
with different proportions, according to their, own different Necef- 
fities, 

I know that fome do attribute this Divifion to Pope Sy:vefter, who 
was 150 years before, grounded upon fome feigned Scriptures after, 
with little Honour to that Age,which was not then much Polluted. 

A?. 380. In the Lheodofian Codicil, there is founda Law of Constantius and 
27. ‘Fulian, in the year 359, Exempting the Marchant-Clergy from paying 
Cuftome or Tribute, becaufe what they gained, was the Poors 5 far 
are we that the Church Goods fhould be Divided, that they left their 
Asso. gains in Common, but in thefe years which were about 500, although 
the Rents were Divided into four parts, yet the Eftates were not Dis 
vided, neither the real Eftates, nor the Oblations and Almes, but all 
Governed tdégether by the Deacons and Sub-Deacons, and the Incomes 
Divided into four Parts; which thing hath been neceflary to be men- 
tioned in this Place, becaufe in Succeeding times, there will be de- 
clared fuch a change of Government, which in and through all things 
proved Contrary tothe Antient, 2s alfo the Manner of Chufing Mini- 
Sters was, (as is abovefaid) Inftituted by the Holy Apoftles, that Bi- 
Fiction of fhops, Priefts, and other Minifters of Gods Word, and the Deacons 
ais. Minifters of Temporal things, fhould be Elected by the Univerfality or 
Generality of the Faithful, and fhould be Ordained by the Bifhops, with 
laying of Hands on the Head, a thing which lafted without altera- 
tion. 

28. The Bifhop was chofer by, the People, and Ordained by the Metropo- 
litain, in the Prefence of all the Cumprovincial Bifbops, or elfe by their 
Confent granted by Letters from thofe who could not be prefent, and 
if the Metropolitain was hindred, the Ordination was made by three 
of the Neighbouring Bifhops, with the Confent of him, and of thofe 
that were Abfent : And after that, many Provinces for a better Form 
of Government were Subject to one Primate, his Confent was alfo re- 
quired for Ordaining. Then the Prief¥s, Deacons, and other Clergy- 
men were prefented by the People, and Ordained by the Béjbop, or elfe 
Nominated by the By/hop, and with the Confent of the People Ordain- 

ed by hin. 
An unknown man was never received, neither did the Bifhop ever 
Ordain 
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Ordain one who wasnot approved of and Commended, or rather pre- 
fented by the People, and the Confent or interveening of the People 
was fudged fo neceffary, that Pope Leo the firft treateth amply, that 
the Ordination of a Bithop could wot be valid nor Lawful, which was 
not required, or fought fr by the People, and by them approved of, N29, 
which 1s {aid by all the Saints of thofe times, and St.Gregory efteemed ‘ 
that Constance could not be Confecrated Bifhop of Milaz, who had 
been Elected by the Clergy, without the Confent of the Citizens, who 
by reafon of Perfecutions were retired to Genoa, arid prevailed, that 
they fhould be firft fent unto, to know their Will, 4 thing worthy of 
being noted in our dayes, when that Election is declared to be Mlegi- «4 
timate and Null, where the People have any Share 5 Thus things are 
changed, and pafled into a quite Contrary Cuftome, calling that Law- 
fal which then was accounted Wicked, and that Unjuft which then 
was reputed Holy. _ Sometimes when the Bifbop was grown Old, he no- 
tninated his own Succeflor; Thus St. Augu/fiz nominated Eradius, but 
that Nomination was of no value, unlefs it were firft approved of by 
the People, all which things are neceflary to be kept in mind, to com- 
pare them with the Cuftoms and Manners, which were feen to be pra- 
tifed in fubfequent times. ge ctf ; 

"Tis neceflary now to make a little Digreffion for a new Caufe, — 36, 
which hath brought a very great Encreafe to Ecclefiaftical Eftates, and 
{prang up in thefe very times about the year 500, atid this was another ,, 
fort of Religious Colleges , called Monasteries. Monkery began in Hi- Moncfteried 
gypt about the year 300, thofe who fled from the Perfecutions, and Monkery. 
from thence paft into Greece, where by St. Bafil, about the year 370, ee 
st was formed in the manner which yet continues in_thofe Countries. 
But in Italy about the year 350, it was brouglit to Rome by Athana- 4°, 350. 
ws, where he had but few followers, and little Applaufe in that City, 
and in the Neighbouring Places, until thattime of about the year 500, 
when St. Equitivs, and St. Bemedittus gave it a fetled Form , and di- 
fafed it, though indeed the Inftitution of St. Equitins Extended it felf 
but little, and {oon fail’d, but that of St. Benedit, {pread it felf all 
over Italy, and went beyond the Mountains. The Mozks in thole monks not 
dayes and for a long time after, were not Clerks, but Seculars, and in Clerks but 
the Monafteries which they had without the Cities, they lived upon ae 
their own Labours of Husbandry, and other Arts, together with {ome 
Oblations made them by the Faithful, all which was Governed by the 
Abbot : But in the Cities they lived by their work, andby that which 
was appointed for publick Expences by the Church. Thefe retained 
their Antient Difcipline much longer; The Clerks after the Stock of 
the Church was divided, loi fufficiently of the Peoples Divotion, where- 
upon there were few who either gave or leftany more Goodsto them, 
{> that the Acquifitions and Purchafes of the Church would have been 
at an end; But the Monks continuing the living in Common, and in 
Pious Works, were caufe that the Liberality of the People was not 
extinguifhed, but forfaking the Clerks turned towards them who were 
greatly Inftrumental in Encreafing Ecclefiaftical Wealth, and in pro- 
grefs of time, augmented greatly in Poffeffions and Incomes, given to 
them and left by Will, which indeed was then {pent by them in the 
Maintenance ofa great Number of Monks, and in Hofpitality, in School- : 
ing and Education of youth, and in other Pious Works, 
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N.°32, The Abbot Trttewivs makes account that the Monafteries of Bees 
dittin Monks were to the Number of 15000, befides the Prepofitures 
and lefler Convents. | 

The Monks themfelves chofe their own Abbot, who Governed them 
Spiritually, and Ruled alfo as well the Goods, which came by the Cha- 
nitable Offerings of the Faithful, as of thofe which proceeded from 
the Labour and Art of the Mozks, and in progrefs of time thofe alg 
which came from fetled Revenues; But the Bifhops in thee dayes which 
‘A®. $00. Succeeded the year 500, being become abfolute Difpenfators of the 
fourth part of the Church Goods, began alfo to mind more Temporal 
Things, and to make themfelves to be followed in the Cities, Wwhereup- 
on Elecions were no more ufed asthe End of Divine Service, but with 
Seditious Practices, Proceeding oftentimes from Practices, to Publick 
Violences, for which cate Princes who uutil then took but little thought 
of whom fpould be Eletéed unto this Miniftery, began to bethink them: 
felves of it, being advertifed by the Holy men of thofe times, that 
God had Committed the Protefion of bis Church unto them, and there. 
fore they ought by the Command of his Divine Miniltery, to take 
fuch care that Ecclefiaftical Affairs fhould be Lawfully Managed. 

The Princes alfo faw evidently how great Impediments were broughe 
again{t the Quietnefs of the State, and again{t the good Government 
of the Common-wealth, by the Private Interests of the Arbitious Clergy, 
and by the Seditious Practices, which they ufed to acquire Ecclefiafti- 
cal Dignities ; whereupon, partly out of Divine Refpe&, and partly 
for Human, they began to prevent the Clergy and the Laity from pro- 
viding themfelyes after their way according to their Affections, as wel] 
becaule Affairs being altered and the Bifhoprick no more fhun’d, but 
coveted, they made Parties, from whence proceeded Seditions, and 
fometimes popular Slaughters by means of the Concurrents, as alfo be- 
caufe fometimes Factious Perfons were chofen for Bifhops, who held pri- 
vate Intelligence with the Princes Enemies, which were never wantin 

34 inthe Weftern Confufions, and fometimes Perfons were chofen, who 

having gained a Trainof People, Attempted fome Defign to Attribute 

the Furifdiction of the Magiftrate to themfelves, and would ftir up the 

People to Defend their Enterprifes whereupon, the Princes Ordained 

that no Perfon Elected, thould be Confecrated without their Confent¢ 

or the Magiftrates, the Prince Referving to himfelf the Confirneation of 

the great Bifhopricks, as in Italy of Rome, Ravenna, and of Milaz,leay- 

ing the lefler Bifhopricks to the Care of | the Minifters; But taking 

more heed to the Subftance of the thing, than to the Appearance, 

when in a City there was an Eminent Subje® known to the People, to 

ye whom all were enclined, and the Prince fatished that he pleafed the 
Occurrenza. People, when an Occurrence came, he was Confecrated without more ado+ 
Sometimes alfo there happened through Accident of War, or of Plague, 

that one had been Ordained, before he had the Confirmation of the 

35+ Prince, as happertd to Pelagivs the 2d, Predeceffor to St: Gregory 5 
Rome being Befieged by the Lombards, after the Siege was raifed, he 
fent Gregory, who was then Deacoxz, to make Excufe to ‘the Emperor, 
befeeching him to Confirm what Neceffity had Conftrained him to do, 
qn this manner Popes were Eleéted, and Bifhops in Lédy until the year 
750, with the Imperial Confirmation; but in Fravce, and in other pla- 
ces beyond. the Alps, the Regal or the Princes Authority was herein 
more abfolute, for the People totally delisted — frou tke Eleéiox, when 


1 
tne 








Prepofiture. 


Ur tanetsist itt 





by Fra Paolo Sarpi. iI 





the Prince took it inHand3 good men forbore, becaufe believing them* 
{elves to be well provided with Kings, efteemed their Interventions Su- 
perfluous; evil men, becaufe they were not certain of being able to 

bring their Defigns to pats 5 whereupon the Kings gave the Bithopricks 

to them only throughout the Kingdom. 

In all Gregory Turonenfis’s Biltory from Clodoviws, the firt Chriftian 
King of Fravce, unto the year 590, No Bifhop was known to be made 
but by the Command or by the Confent of the King, and St. Gregory N. 36: 
who was nrade Pope that year, Writing to the Kings of Framce upon 
different occafions, Complains to them that the Bithopricks were not 
be{towed on fufficient men, and prayes them to make choice of good 
and underftanding men. He never reprehends the Provifion made by 
the Kings, when the Perion provided was deferving. 

As for Bifhops who were chofen without the Authority of the Peo- 
ple, it waseafie to exclude them alfo from the Election of Priefts, Dea- 
cons, and other Ecclefiaftical Minifters, reducing the Power of nomi- 
nating them to the Prince only, without the Intervention of the Peo- 
ple, part of them having withdrawn themfelves totally from meddling 
in Ecclefiaftical Congregations, to attend their Domeftick Affairs,others 
through the Inconveniencies which did arife amongft popular Factions, 
and fome others for fecing themf{elves diftefpected by the Bifhop grown 
Potent, as well by the Riches he had to fpend, as by his Dependance 
on the Prince, by whom he was Nominated to, ot Confirmed in the 
Bifhoprick. 

The Prince fometimes Nominated thofe that were to be Ordained, it 37: 
other times he left theCare wholly to the Bifhop,chiefly when le was fully 
Confident, which Confidence was alfo Caufe that the Prince oftentimes 
imade ufe of the Bifhop, either to compofe Difficulties amongft the People, 
or to determine Difficult Caules,the Re/pedf of Religion being the Caufe, that 
they were more believed than the Magiftrates 5 whereupon they were 
more intent upon that, than in teaching the Christian Dottrine, which 
at first was given them in Charge 5 Therefore when making of a Bifhop 
was in Queftion, it bechooved rather to have Refpect unto a wife Word- 
ling, than unto oxe understanding in Matters of Faith, which remains 
{ill unto this time, it being faid, that excepting the Places bordering 
ori the Infidells, it is better making a Bifhop of a good Furifconfult or 
Lawyer, than of a good Divine, and truly ‘tis a reafonable thing, if 
the Principall Office of a Bithop were to judge Caufes, Chrift our 38; 
Lord Ordaining his Apoftles, faid, as my Father hath fent me, fo fend I 
you, by which they under{tood to be fent to Teach : If now all be fuf 
ficiently inftruéted, and there be no more need of it, he may: attend 
fomewhat el : Heretofore the Principal Care of the Bifhop was to 
Teach, and the next to overfee the Government of the Poors fo that im 
the fecond, as well asin the firft, there wes fome Relaxation, and there- 
forein making the Divifion zwto four parts abovementioned, the Ad- 
miniftration of the Goods being in the Handsof the Clergy, and thofe 
were they who divided after their way, fo that where the Bifhop and 
the Priefts wereCon{ctonable men, the Divifion was Juftly mades But 
where they did not forget themfelves (there being noneto Protett the 
Poor, and as few to take Care of the Buildings) the Shares of thefe 
two were very fmall, and in fome places nothing belonged to either of 
them, but all was Divided between the Bilhop and the Clergy- 
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Befides alfo, where the Divifion was made with due Proportion, 
neverthelefs the Adminiftration of the Buildings, and the Shares of the 
Poor remaining in the Hands of the Clergy, they came to diminifh b 
little and little, and the other two waxed greater 5 which evidently 
appears, for that in very few places the Buildings have any proper In- 
come, and for the Poor there remained nothing but the Ho/pitals, which 
are of no Avtient Institution — 

In the Beginning the Share of the Clergy was not Divided amongft 
them, but the Bifhop had a Care of dealing with each one according 
to his Merits; but afterwards they took upon themfelves the Office of 
Dividing, the Bifhop being Excluded, and they having their Share, 
where neither Bifhop nor others had to do, they Divided again amongft 
themfelves, fo that each Particular man began to- know his ow n, and 
ceased from living in Common. But although the Rents or Incomes were 
thus Divided, neverthelef all the Stocks or Eftates remained in one 
Body, Governed by the Deacons and Sub-Deacons, and the Rents pro- 
ceeding from thence Configned to the Bithop, and to each one of the 
Clergy, according to the Proportion of their Shares, 

And in Jtalyin thofe times the Pofleffions of the Church were called 
Patrimonies, which was willing to mention here, that no man might 
think that this name may fignifie any Supream Dominion, or fome Ju- 
rifdiction of the Rovax Church, or of the Pope. The Pofleffions of 
each Family which came fromtheir Anceftors in. the times we {peak of, 
were called the Patrimony thereof, and that Eftate was called the Pa- 
trimony of the Prixce, which he had in Propriety, and to diftineuith 
it from the Patrimonies of Private men, it was -called Saeryys 
Patrimoninm, as is Read in many Laws of the 12° of the Codice, af. 
ter which for the fame Reafons, the name of Patrimony was given to 
the Pofleflions of each Church : There arefeen named in the Epiftles 
of St.Gregory, not only the Patrimonies of the Roman Church, but al- 
fo the Patrimony of the Church of Arimini, the Patrimony of the Church 
of Milav, the Patrimony of the Church of Ravenna, 

The Churches placed in Cities, whofe Inhabitants were of but indif- 
ferent Fortunes, had no Pofleffions lef% to them out of their Diftri@ 
But to thofe of Imperial Cities, as Rome, Ravenna, Milaz, where Se- 
nators and other Iluftrious Perfons dwelt,Pofleffions were left in divers 
parts of the World. St. Gregory makes mention of the Church of Rz- 
venna’s Patrimony in Sicily, and of another there belonging to the 
Church of Milan 5 The Church of Rome had Patrimonies in woft parts 
of the World, : 

Mention is made of the Patrimony of France, of Africk, of Sicily, 
of the Cottian Alps, and of many others; but in the time of the faid 
St. Gregory, there was a Difference, or. fuit at Law, between him and 
the Bithop of Ravenna, for the Patrimdnies of both Churches, which 
was accommodated by Tran/acfion. 

To gain alfo greater Refpeét for the Pofleffions of the Church, they 
Were wont to give it the name of Holy, which that Church had in 
great Vencrations So the Church of Ravenna Nominated her Pofleffi- 
ons of St. Apollinare, and that of Milan, of St. Ambrofe, and the Ro- 
man called it the Patrimony of St. Peter in Abruzzo, ,St. Peter's Patri- 
mony of Sicily, &c. After the manner of J ‘enice, where the Publick 
Revenues are called St. Marks. . As for the Patrimonies of Princes when 
they were not appointed to the Souldiers, a Governor was placed with 

Jurifdi- 














Jurifdition over Caufes which concérned that Poffeffion : Some Cter- 
gy-men there were of the Roman Church, who endeavoured to ufurp 
fuch Rights itt the Patrimonies of that Church, being willing to right 
themfelves without having Recourfe to publick Judicatures 5 which In- 
troduétion St. Gregory Rebuked and Condemned, forbidding the doing 
of it upon pain of Excommunication. Ecclefiaftical Poffeffions paid 
Tribute to the Prince, as appears manifeftly by the Canon, St Lributum, Tributes 
which is St. Avebrofe. And it is clear, that ConStantinus Pogonatus in 
the year 681, granted an Exemption from the Tributes which the Ro- 681. 
man Church paid for the Patrinony of Sicily and Calabria. And Fu- eral 
Stinian Ritmeno inthe year 687, remitted the Tributes which the Pa- 6g. 
trimonies of Abbruzzo, and Lucania paid. | 

The Roxzan Church received not fuch great Iricomes from its Patri: N. 43: 
monies as fome believe; becaufe as Hiftories relate, Leo Tfanrws i. the 
year 732, Confifcated the Patrimonies of Calabria and Sicilia, both 73% 
whichare mentioned to yield three Talents of Silver, and half a Talent 
of Gold, which makein our money (not to lefien the Account upon 
the variety of Opinions how much anfwers each Talent exactly) no 
greater fum than 25300 Crowns, and the Patrimony of Sicilia much lar- 
ger paid no more than 2100 Crowns. ey i 

It is not befide the Subject of out Difcourfe, to know the Particu- 
lars which hapned whilft the Pofleflions of the Church remained inan 
entire Body, and under the fame Government although the Inecoms were 
divided, which could not laft long by reafon of the Cortentions which 
arofe amongft thofe to whom the Adwiniftration belonged, and the o- Ad: 
thers who remained upon their own Diferetion. Whereupon for grea- 
ter Expedition, each Mémi/ter began to retain the Oblations for himfelf 
which had been made in his Temple, the which formerly were wont 
to be carryed to the Bifhop, that he might divide them, but for an 
acknowledgment of the Epif{copal Superiority, each one gave the third 
part to the Bifhop, and fomething over and above for Honour, which 
was called afterwards Cathedraticws, becaufe it was given out of Re: Cathedraticass 
verence to the Cathedral or the Epifcopal Seen 

Moreover they divided the Eftates, and appointed every man his 
own fhare, but thefe Alterations were not made in all places at once, 
nor bya publick Decree, but as the Ufes and Cuftoms hapned. to all, 
they began in fome places, and Communicated them Succeflively unto 
others, chiefly the bad ones which have the {wifteft Courfe, and the 
leaft hindrance. 

In thofe dayes when the Ecclefiaftical Affaits were reduced to this 
Condition, the Publick Stocks or Eftates were Diftributed by the Prin- 
ces unto Military men, with a charge that fome fhould keep the Mars 43. 
ches or Borders, fome fhould*ferve the Prince in Civil Governments, ‘e 
fome to follow him to the Wars, fome were to Guard Cities, Forts, or 
Strong-holds, and they were termed or called Fravk, or Fees, by the 
Lombards; and in the Latiz Tongue, which was not yet extinct they 
were called Beneficia, as given out of the Princes Beneficency, for which 
Refpect alfo the name of Bevefice was given to the Portions of Eccleft- 
attical Esfates, or to the Right of Polletling them, becaufe they were 
given by the Prince, as Bifhopricks, or by the Bifhop; of whofe Con- 
fent and Conceflion other Livings are beftow'ds and alfo becaufe Cler- 
gy-men are Spiritual Souldiers, keeping Guard, and exercifinga Sacred 
Warfare. | 
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Abbeys. The Abbeys beyond the Alps were at aft made more ample and 
Macfri di Pa- MOre Rich, by reafon the Masters of the Palace affamed to themfelves 
| larxo. the Authority of making the Abbot, and that with a reafon apparent 


enough,becaufe the Mozks then (as hath been faid) were Laymen without 

N. 46. azy Evclefattical Ordination. It is true, they did not alwayes give himto 

them, butfometimes out of favour he granted the Monks leave to choofe 

themfelves one. But in Italy the Moxasteries being not very confiderable 

4°75 tn wealth, untill the year 750. the Kivgs of the Goths, then the Ev- 

perors, and the Kings of the Lombards, made no gréat Accompt of 

them 3 wheretipon the Eleéfiox was left to the Moxks, with the fole 

fuperintendency of the Bifhop. But the Bifhops fometimes being in- 

tent to grow great, they molefted the Monafteries too much, 

wherefore the Abbots and Monks defirous of freeing themfelves from 

__ that fubjeCtion, founda way by having Recourfe to the Bifhop of Rome, 

Exemption’ that he might take them into his immediate Protection, and exempt 

them from the Authority of the Bifhop. This waseafily confented un- 

to by the Popes, making ufe of them, as well to have other perfons 

| in Cities immediately depending on them, as to amplifie their Power 

| over the Bifhops, it being very important, that a Corporation fo Nota- 

ble as were the Mozks, who in thofe times almott wholly attended on 
Learning, fhould depend totally on the See of Rome. 

A Beginning being made of thefe Exemptions, all the Monafteries 
in a very {hort time remained united to the See of Rome, and feparate 
from their Bz/hops. 

In France the Bifhops made by the King, and much more thofe who 
were made by the Maffers of the Pal/ace, (the Kings Authority being 
leflened) betook themfelves all to Temporal things, which the Abbots 
did likemife, who furnifhed the King with Souldiers, and went to the 
Wars 1n Perfon, not as Religious men to perform the Offices of Chrifts 
Minifters, but Armed and fighting alfo with their own hands; for 
which caufe they were not content with the fourth part of the Goods, 
but drew all to themfelves : Whereupon the poor Priefts who Admi- 
niftred the Word of God and the Sacraments to the People in Churches, 
remained without a livelyhood, wherefore the People out of their De- 
votion, Contributed unto them part of their own Eftates, which be- 
ing done in fome places more liberally, and in others more {paringly, 
Querimonies or Complaints arofe about it fometimes, becaufe when 
“twas often treated how much that fhould be, which was to be given 
| to the Vicars or Curates, it went for a Common Opinion to be conve- 
nient after the Example of Gods Law in the old Teftament, to give the 

Tythe,  Tenth,whichbeing Commanded that people by God, it was an eafie thing 
toreprefent it under the Gofpel of Chrift,as due alfo; though indeed 
nothing elfe be faid of it by our Lord, and by St. Paxl, but that ne- 
ceffary maintenance is due from the People to the Minifter, and that the 
Minifter or the Labourer is worthy of his hire, and he that ferves at the 
Altar, ought to live by the Altar, without preferibing any determinate 
quantity, becaufe that in fome Cafes the Tythe would be but little, and 
in other Cafes the hundreth part would ‘fuffice; But becaute this is 2 
clear thing, and that hereafter we have need of handling it more dif- 
fufedly, Ile fay no more now, but that in thofe dayes, and for an Age 

49. afterwards, the Sermons which were madein Churches (excepting the 
Matters of Faith ) tended to nothing el but to Proofs and Exhorta- 

tions to pay Tythes, a thing which the Cyrates were fored todo both 

for 
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for need, and for utility or profit, and in the Amplifying as it behoov- 
ed like an Orator, they went often fo far that they feemed to place al/ 
Chriftian Perfection in paying of Tythes, of which not well Content, 
and the Predials not {eeming fufficient for them, they began to hold 
the Perfonals a\fo for neceflary, that is, what a man gains by his La- 
bour and Induftry, of Hunting, of all Arts and Handicrafts, and_alfo 
of the Military pay. 5 

OF thefe Sermons many being found without the Authors Name, 
fome through Error or on purpofe were attributed to St. Augustin, and 
to other Antient writers; But befides. that the Stile fhews they were 
made about the year 800. Hiftories are clear, that neither in Africa __ 
nor in the Ea, they never paid Tythes , and that their Beginning, N. 50% 
{prung up in France, as hath been faid. | , 
~ Tle pais unto Italy, where for feveral hundreds of years no man was 1° mn 0" 
ever Ordained, to whom there was not appoimted both his proper bad on aie 
fpecial Office and Charge, unle that fome man famous in, Dottrine or 
in Holynefs, who to atterid on his Sacred Studies, refufed to be apply- 
ed to any particular Cures the Prieft was Ordeined without giving 
him any proper Parifh on which he might attend. St. Hierolamo. was 
Ordained Priel of Avtioch, and St. Paulinus at Barcelona, and this 
occafion eccepted, Antiquity knew of no Diftinction betweer Ordinati- olinno dis 
on and Benefice, and Ordaining was then the fame thing as to gzve an finshiamiben ? 
Office, and the Right of having ones Livelyhood from the Common tion and Be- 
Goods of the Church; But afterwards that in the Confuafions’ which nfce- 
Wars had. cauled in States, many worthy arid good Clergy-men were 
driven from their Miniftry, they recoverd or had Recourfe to fome o- 
ther Church, where they were’ received and maintained as their own 
Clerks, at the Common Charges, aid fometimes fome Minifter ofthat 51. 
Church happening to fail by Death, or otherwife, his Office was ap- 
pointed him to be Mimifter therein; and that Clerk was then faid to be Cardinal. 
Lucardinated, whereas ‘he who had firft been exalted to an Office, Incardinaté: 
was faid to be Ordinated>or Ordain'd thereunto, but who being dif- cardinato. 
poflefled of his own, and provided with another was called Incardi- 
vated, 'This manner began in Italy before the booth year of Chriits 
Birth, when through the Incurfions of the Lumbards, many Bilhopsand 
other Clergy-men were! driven from their Charges, for which caufe 
when fach like Offices were vacant in other Churches they were Tncar- 
dinated therein, and the Bifhops were call'd, Epifcopt Cardinales, and 
the Priefts, Presbitert. Cardinales. 

“Thole who were driven out from their own places, having Recourfe 
to the Churches of Rowe and Ravenna, which were the Chiefeft and 
Richett in’ Offices and Minifteries, thofe Churches (I fay) as moft Rich = $2 
and moft abounding received moft of thoje Strangers, and therefore 
they had: wore Cardinals, which was alfo received in the abovefaid 
Churches, becaufe by that means they gaind from all places the moft 
notable men, asis done in thefe dayes, and therefore they very Seldonz 
Ordinated any of their own, but very often Incardinated Strangers, where- 
upon it remained, that in thofe two Churches all were called Cards- 
vals, In that of Rowe, the name remains ftills in that of Ravenna tt 
lafted until the year 1543, when Paul the third by one of his Bulls 
abbrogated the name of Cardinal in that Church; thus the name of 
Cardinal which declared Infirmity, changed the fignification, and became 


the name of the greateft Dignity, and is come to be faid they are 
! Cardinals, 
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Cardinals, (that is) Cardines orbis Terrarum 3 and that which had nei- 

ther degree nor order in the Church, but brought ‘in by chasce, is raits 

ed to the Greatnefs and Dignity wherein we fee it now adayes. But 

he that fhall confider or look upon the Councels held in Rowe, where 

N. 53 Ltalian Bifhops, and Ronan Cardinal Priests did Interveen, fhall {ee that 
Cardinals in- the Cardinals did alwayes underwrite after the Bifbops 5 and that no Bi- 
ferior t0 Bl: hop was made a Cardinal Prie$ in fucceeding times, The firft Bifhops 
vane wade Cardinals were fome chief ones driven Psi their Churches, asCon- 
rad of Mentz driven out for a Rebel by Frederik the first Emperor, 

was embraced by Alexander the third, and made Cardinal of Sabino, 

Cardinals no Neither had the Cardinals of Rome any Habit or Token of Diftiiction 
Habits to di- wnti) Ivwocent the fourth in the year 1244, who upon Chriftsmafs Bue 
san oe gave them the Red-hatt, to which Paul the fecond added alfo the Red: 


RedHat. cap, the Regulars Excepted ; But Gregory the trathin our dayes granted 
Red Cap. 








it to them alfo. This little Narration hath been neceflary, becaufe thae 
upon a Dignity, which at prefent is Supream in the Church, and for 
which it {eems fufficient Titles could not be found, the prefent Pope 

Orban the 8th, by a peculiar Bull, hath reduced them to Hutinency, 
4 From the Beginning until a little before the year 500, as hath been 
a4 faid, every Clerk was Ordained unto fome Office, and Lived apo the 
No Ordinati- common Maintenance, after the Benefices were made, ‘twas the fame 
on without a thing to Ordainit, and to appoint the Office of exercifing, and the Be- 
peta eae nefice from whence to receive their Living, nonebeing Ordained with- 
out a Benefices but in Progrefs of time when there appeared any per- 
fon fit to Ad the Clergy-man, although there were no Room or Be 
nefice vacant, not to lofé that Subjeét or Perfon, the Bifhops Ordain= 
ed him without any Office or Title, and. therefore without Benefice 
alfo, in Expectation ‘that one might become vacant s and thofe men Or- 
dained without Title did help or affift thofe who had Livings, from 
whom they received their~Maintenance; But in progrefs of time this 
Ineonvenien- fort of Clerks Ordained without Title or Benefice: grew to fuch an 
cies from Or- exceffive number, and the Charity of the Beneficed in giving ‘them 
cur Tide.” Maintenance being much leflened, that a multitude of Indecencies and. 
Scandals arofe, that it behooved to provide for them by Laws, and 
55+ constrain the Bifbops who Ordained without Title, to furnifh the Ordajn- 
ed with a Livelyhood and thefe Provifions which were Eftablithed in 
the Beginning, fomewhat ftilld the diforder, which neverthelck {prang 
up again ere long, and being often fuppreft, alwayes returned, where- 
unto two things have given a joynt caufes; one was the defire many 
men had of making themfélves Clergy-men, to enjoy the Exemptiozs 
and to free themfelves from the Subjection of Prixces; the other, the 
Ambition of Prelates of having a fufficiency of Subjects whom they 
might Command, which Diforder is not yet well provided for, it 
caufing many Indecencies in feveral Kingdoms, and making the Peo- 

ple to lofe their. Refpect for Religion. 

The Epifcopal order hath been no le& exempt from this Inconyenj- 
ency, but Bifhops have been Ordained with a Title only, or with a 
name of ‘Derifion, hold nothing ;, yet they are not vulgarly fo treated 
or ftyled, as other unbenefic’d Clerks 3 for though indeed they Ordain- 
eg,  €©d Priefts, Deacons, and other inferior Minifters without Charge ef. 
ther in fact, or in name; yet ‘twas never ufual until now to Ordain‘2 
Bithop without a Diocefs from whence he was denominated, wherefore 


if a City were afligned him pofletied at prefent by Infidels from whence 


he 
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he takes his name, and no Chriftians being there, the Bifhop ordained 
remains with a Name only without People, and lives by ferving fome 
reat Bilhop whocannot, or accounts it a thing inferiour to him to ex- 
ercife by himfelf the Epifcopal Functions. 

There was a great number of fuch Zitwlar Bifhops before the Coun- 
cil of Trext, now ’tis much leffened. 

But becaufe the Jefuit Fathers at prefent propofe a queftion, Whe- 
ther the Pope can ordain Bifhops without any Title, either true or 
feigned, as Priefts and Deacons are ordained, and they decide that he 
may : God grant that this Power may not be put in practice, left the 
Reverence to that Order fhould be loft, which ‘heretofore was great N. 57. 
towards all Ecclefiaftical Orders when none was ordained, but he that 
was appointed to an Office, as hath been faid,for which caufe all of them f 
velided or dwelt upon their Charge, which could not be left vacant, there alesse sri 
being rone to fupply it, all bemg occupied in their own : in like man- ae 
ner the diftincion of Benefices was unknown , which fought for Refi- 
dency, and fought it not; and whether the Benefice were rich or poor, 
either of a heavy or of a light burthen, it behooved that the Poffeffor 
fhould ferve it perfonally. ee ie 

But after they began to ordain without Title, the Titulars having 
who to put in their room, the charge was left to one with fome {mall 
Provifions for attending, and they attended on fomewhat elfe. So in 
France, the Bifhopsferved the Court and the Parifhes alfo, fome poor 
Prieft being fubftituted. | 

They began to provide againft the Diforder, not with Laws and 
Conftitutions, but by punifhments of Cenfures, and of Privations; fo 
that inthe times whereof we fpeak, that is immediately before the year 58: 
800. they were refrained by thefe chaftifements, but fo that the Divi- 
fion of Bénefices, as alfo the Ordination of non-Titulars, ‘and the Pro- 
vifions for the Refidency did not pafs without fome diverfity between 
place and place even in the fame Church it pafled not without fome 
variation, caufed indeed by the different minds of the Bifhops who fuc- 
ceeded one another 3 as alfo through divers Provifions made from time 
to time by Princes, to prevent the diforders caufed by the willing of Troppo vo- 
too much in fome Clergy-man, or by the impatience of fome popular “™ 
pie who could not fee himfelf totally excluded from Ecclefiaftical 
affairs. 

Much Alteration happened unto Charlemain , who having reduced 
under his obedience Italy, France, and Germany, reformed alfo the Ec- 
clefiaftical affairs, reducing them to an Uniformity , which in divers 
places had been differently inftituted , renewing many of the old Ca- 
nons and Councels, wornout of ufe, and making of Eccleftaftical Laws 59: 
for the diftribution of Benefices according to the Exigencies of thofe 
‘Times, he partly reftored unto the Parifhes the Pofleffions which the 
Bifops had drawn to themfélves, ordaining that every Pries# Curate 
fhould have one of quantity appoipted him, which then was called ,_ 

Manfo. su 

At that time the Cuftom of giving Tythes unto Parifh Churches pafled Tythes ix 
over into Italy, which long before had been introduced in France. ee 
"Therefore Charles added anew, that the Bijhop as Superintendant , and 
Paftor-general, might give that order upon the Diftribution of Tithes, 
as he thought fit; wherefore the Bifhops, where the Tithes were many 
and fat ones, difpofed of them different wayes, part they attributed to 

themfelves 
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themfelves, part unto the Priefts of the Cathedral, and they appointed 
alfo fome fhare unto the Movafferies, with a charge that they fhould 
place a Vicar in the Cure, giving him a convenient Portion; and be- 
N. 60. fides the Bifhops Appointment. Sometimes the Non-parochial Churches 
appropriated fome {hare to themfelves which in progrefs of times they 
defended afterwards by Prefcription. The Princes alfo applyed fome 
unto the Churches towards which they had the greate{t Devotion. 
The People Charles re{tored to the People the Liberty of choofing Bijhops, granting 
choofe Br that the Clerws and the People ought to choofe one of their own Dig- 
ne cefs, who f{hould be prefented to the Prizce, and when he Was appro- 
ved by him, and invefted by giving him the Crozer and the Ring , he 
wasto be Confecrated by the neighbouring Bifhops. He reftored alfo 
Monks choofe to the Movks the Power of choofing the Abbot of their own Menastery : 
Abbots. He eftablifhed alfo that the Bifhops ought to ordain thofe Priefts who 
were prefented by the People of the Parifbes. Charles eftablithed alfo the 
Pope of Rome, in like manner as he had been inftituted when the Exn- 
61. _ perours of the Eaft had the Dominion over Rome, viz. That the Pope 
Pope eledted fhould be elected by the Clergy and by the People, and the Decree of the 
by ue Clerey Election fhould be fent to the Emperour, upon whofe Approbation the 
and the Peo- 
ple. Elected was confecrated. 
True itis, that Charles being dead, when the Emperours of his Po= 
{terity were weak in Power or in the Brains, the Popes elected by the 
People caufed themfélves to be Conécrated without expecting a Decree 
from the Emperour. So did Pafchal with Lewis the Son of Charles, 
though indeed he {ent afterwards to have it excufed, that it proceeded 
not from his will, but from the Force of the People who would have it 
fo. There have been fome called Lewis who have renounced the Fa- 
culty of confirming the Pope, and therefore they alleage the C. Ego 
Ludovicus, which other men of much Doétrin by many Reafons fhew 
to be falfe and feigned, wherein tis needle to toyl ones {elf} becaufe 
that certain it is that Lothariws the Son of Lewis, and Lewis the Second 
his Nephew did confirm all the Popes elected in their Ages. 
2 In thefe Times, and in thofe foregoing, and fucceeding, when wait- 
"ing for the Confirmation of the Prince who was fometimes abfent, that 
fome Months. paft before the Eletted were confirmed and confecrated 
afterwards 5 He, before the Confecration, behaved himfélf not as Pope, 
neither did he adminifter, except that fome particular thing whereto 
urgent neceflity conftrained to provide for at the prefent : neither was 
there any other who attended therein, as happened to St. Gregory 5 
neither was he called Epifcopws, but Eledtus. 
Much lefs did he hold the chief place, but the Arch-Prief held it, 
who gave himéelf this Title alfo; Servans Locum Jani fedi Apostolices 
But after the Princes were excluded , as fhall be fpoken of in its place, 
the time was’ never long between the Election and the Confecration 5 
and it was not faid that the Election alone gave the Popedom , but the 
Confecration ; wherefore if any one elected, died before he was con(e- 
crated, he was not put into the Catalogue or number of the Popes, as 
63. happened to one Stephen, chofen after the death of Lacharia, Anno 752. 
he was not confecrated, and therefore not put into the Catalogue. 
Pope Nicholas the Second for what appears was the firft who declared 
Anno 1059. that if the Pope Elect could not be enthroned by reafon of 
Wars, or through the Malignity of men, neverthele he fhould have 
Authority as a true Pope, to govern the Church of Rome, and to difpofe 
of 
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ofits Goods, neverthclefs fome Reliques remain ftill 5 for if the Pope 
makes a Bul before his Confecration, he faith not, Povtificatus nostri 
Anno primo 5 but faith, a die fajcepti a nobis Apostolatus Officiz, and men 
have not been wanting upon occafion to fay, that the Pope ought not 
to be called Bi/hop before, but Ele, neither can he ule a Bul; and 
fach oppofitions were made again{t Pope Clement the 5th, whereupon 
he, Azo 1366 made a Bull, where he forbad under pain of Excommu- 
nication, that no man fhould expofe thefe Difficulties abroad 5 fo that 
tis held at prefent for an Article, againft what Antiquity believed, that 
by the fole Election of the Cardinals, the Pope receives all the Authority, 
and therefore the Writers of thefe times have laboured hard to put into 
their Number and Catalogue that Stephen of whom we have fpoken: 
wherefore they have altered the Number of the other Stephens follow- 
ing, calling the {econd third, and the third fourth, and fo to the ninth, 
which they number to be tenth, with much confufion amongft ancient 
and modern writers, fprung up only for the intereft of maintaining this 
Article. . 

In the beginning the Government of the Holy Church had altogether 
a Democratical Fornr, all the Faithful intervening in the chiefeft Deli- 
berations; thus we fee that all did intervene at the EleGion of Mat- 
thias unto the Apoi#lefhip, and in the Election of the Six Deacons, and 
when St. Peter received Cornelins a Heathen Centurion unto the Faith, 
he gave an Account of it 0 a the Churche. 

Likewife in the Council celebrated in Hierufaleme, the Apoftles, the 
Priests, and the other faithful Brethren did intervene, and the Letters 
were written in the Name of all thefe three Orders. In {uccefs of time 
when the Church encreafed in number, the faithful retiring themfclves 
to the. Affairs of their Families, and having left thofe of the Congre- 
gation, the Government remained only in the Minifters, and became 
Ariftocratical, faving the Eledtion which became Popular 5 whereupon all 
Affairs were refolved with Councils : The Bijbops of the fame Province 
with the Metropolitan affembled at leaft twice in the year, making a 
Provincial Synod, the Clerks with the Bifhop made a Diocefan Synod, and 
they held an Aflembly almoft daily, which was called the Cox/istory in 
imitation of the Affembly of the Emperors Counfellors, to which that 
name was given. 

In the EcclefiaStical Confiitory the Chief of the City Churches did in- 
tervene with the By/hop, a thing grown out of ufe in all places, only 
in Rome the Image remains. There they propofed, difcufled, and refolv- 
ed all Ecclefiattical Affairs; but after that Bevefices were erected, the 
Prieft having his Living feparate, took little care of the Common Af 
fairs, and ceafed from intervening in the Confiftory 5 whereupon that 
grew out of cuftome, and inftead thereof the Bifhops made an Affembly 
of all the Clerks of their Cathedral Church , to make ule of them as well 
for Councel, as for Minifters in the Government, who receiving the 
Share of their Living fromthe common Myf or Stock, every year, every 
month, every day , from whence they were called Canons, trom the 
word Canon, which in the Weftern Empire fignified the meafure of 
wheat which fufficed for a Private mans food, or for a Families, or for 
a Cities; and this Inftitution of Canons did a little precede the times of 
Charlemain, by whom they were alfo better fettled. 

Here it is alfo requifite to be noted, that in thofe times by reafon 
of the Wealthine/s of the Benefices, they created for Bifhops the chief 
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men of the Court, and of the City, to whom the Price likewife com- 
mitted a great {hare of the Political Government 5 firft extraordina- 
67.  rily, and then feeing it fucceeded well, ordinarily, though not in alf 
Cities after the fame manner, but according to the Occurrences of the 
l place, and to the worth or goodnefs of the Bishop, and alfo accords 
} Conlts ing to the little aptnefs of the Lord or Earl, who was fometime fup- 
i plied by referring unto the By/hop,which was the caufe that when the Po- 
| fterity of Charles was afterwards degenerated and plunged into the 
depth of Ignorance, the Brjhops thought’ it better for them wot to ace 
Knowledge any more that Anthority of the Prince from whence it came, 
but toattribute it to themfelves only, and to exercife itas a Peculiar 
Ecclefiaftical Of the Bifhops, and to callit Eceleftastical Furifdittion : And fuch was 
Jurifdigion. the Beginning of that which we now fee contended for with Princes, 
and which puts a little confufion fometimes in the good Civil Govern. 
ht menit. 
| The Affairs eftablifhed by Charlemain had no long duration, through 
68. the little worth of the Princes of his Pofterity who held the Empires 
whereupon beyond the Alps things eafily returned to their firft Abufes ; 
the People in few places, and very feldom had avy fhare in the choofin 
of the Bifhops, and not much in the choice of the other Ecclefiattica] 
Minifterss but the Bifhops ordained and gave Benefices to whom they 
pleated, except when fome man was propofed by the Prince, in which 
cafe they failed not to obey. The Pope of Rome was always elecled by 
the People, and confirmed by the Emperour afore he was confecrated, 
and the other Jtalian Bifhops were not confecrated unle& the Emperour 
had firft approved of them. In Frazve and in Germany much more. 
If the Pope was willing to favour any one in the Neighbouring Bifhop- 
ricks of Rome, he had recourfé to the Emperour, befeeching him he 
would vouchfafe to give him the Bihoprick, and if any inftance- were 
made to him, that he would grant the Confecrating of any one who 
had not the Emperours Letters he refuled to do it, bringing to mind 
they fhould be firft obtained. 
But the Pofterity of Charles being driven out of Italy in the year 
69. 884. Adrian the 3d. made a Decree that the Pope fhould be confecrated 
without the Emperour. 
It was not befides the Argument, that having defigned to treat of 
Benefices, we have difcourfed of the Popedome, and are yet to difcourfe 
| of it for the future, That being one amongft the Benefices, and e{pes 
cially named for a Benefice by Clement the 3d, ina time when the Popes 
dome of Rome was not only afcended to its heighth of Greatnefs, but 
had alfo fome peculiar Dignities to diftinguith it from others, 
Pope. And ‘tis a moft noted thing, that antiently the name of Swmifus & 
; SanFilfinus, Beatus &» Beatilfiveus was common to all the Faithful ire 
Chriit, when all men ftill afpired to perfedt Sanctity 3 afterwards that 
Secular men had attained to much more conveniencics in worldly Af 
fairs, thefe names remained amongft the Clerical Order, and after the 
declining of the inferiour Clergy, they remained amongft the Bifhops 
7o. only. Finally the Bifhops being given to worldly Affairs, they rezain- 
ed to him of Rome only, who hath retained ther fince, not as Titles of 
Goodnefs, as they were, but as Titles of Greatnefs. The Names of Ponti- 
ex, Pope, or Chief Prieft, were, and are common to all Bifhops , yea,chere 
are yet fome Canons extant wherein all Bifhops ave called Chief Pricits. 
The name of Papa or Pope which feems the mott proper, was given to 
each 
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each Bifhop. St. Ciprian Bifhop of Carthage was called Popes St. Hie- 
rome gives that Title unto St. Augustin, but in timesmuch more recent 
Sidonins Apollinare called many Bifhops Popes, and is called Pope by 
them. Many Canons are in the Decree of Gratianus, in the In{cription 
whereof Martin Bifhop of Bracara in Portugal, 1s called Pope. Gre- ; 
gory the, feventh in the year 1076, was the firft who Decreed that the The mame of 


' ; Pope Firft 
name of Pope fhould be peculiar to bine, and not attributed unto others, ae eae 


and it proceeded fo far in Opinion, not to fay inFaétion, that Avjélmus to the Bihop 
Lucenfis, one of his followers, faid that the Plural of the name God was in, oe 
no lefs zvproper and impious, than that of Pope. 
But returning to the times which followed the Line of Charlemain 5 N. 71. 
In France was aFa(hion invented, which though it appeared in favour 
of Secular men, the Churches thereby encreafed unto immenfe Riches, 
and this was a Contra called Precariws, by which Precarivs to whom precarins. 
foever that gave his own to the Church, the Church granted him to pof- 
fe the fame in his Life-time and twice as muchbefides, and if he would 
dive(t himfelf of the Ufa-fruit alfo,they gave him to enjoy three times 
‘as much of other Goods of the Church, afterwards this went over into 
Italy alfo. The Contra for that time proved profitable to him who 
tripled his Incomes, and accommodated thofe who were without Pofte- 
rity, or who took care for the prefent, without caring for Pofterity, 
‘but indeed the Profit was the Churches, who after his Death got the 
Eftate entirely. 3 
Great Confufions in Italy followed upon thefe times, as well in the 
Civil Government, asin the Ecclefiaftical, and pecially in the Pope- 
dome, unto the year 963, wherein for 80 years, none fought aftera 73, 
true Form and Face of the Churches Condition, but only for a gene- 
tal Preparative for a change, and aChaos of Impiety. Popes were kx- 
communicated by their Succeflors, and the Acts made by them. were An- 
nulled, and cut in pieces, and the Sacraments Adminiftred 5 Six Popes 
were driven out by them who would put themfelvesin their Room, and 
two alfo kill’d, and Pope Stephen the 8th, was fo illfavouredly deformed 
in his Face, that he never fhew'd himfelfin Publick. 
"fohn the toth, was made Pope by Theodora a notable Ronan Harlot, 
through the Faction which her Publick Lover had in. Rowe. 
John the 11th, who was a Baitard-Son of another Pope dead 18 years 
‘before, was made Popeat the Age of twenty, and fo many inconveni- 
encies did arife in thofe years, that the Writers fay that thofe times af- 
forded xo Popes, but Monifers. 
~ Cardinal Baronivs not knowing how to excufe any of thefe Diforders, 
faid that the Church then was for the moft part without a Pope, but 730 
not without a Head, its Spiritual Head Chrift being in Heaven, and 
forfakes it not ; and it is very certain that Chrift hath not left, norne- 
wer will leave his Church, neither can his Divine Promife fail, that he 
would be with it unto the end of the World, and in this every Chri- 
{tian ought to feel and to Believe what Baroxivs faith, thinking alfo 
that what then happened, came to pafs formerly, and as in thofe times 
the fole Affi(tance of Chrift preferved his Church, fo it will preferve 
itin all fach like Accidents, in the like manner, although there were 
no Papal nT ie Each one of himfelf may judge how the other 
Churches of Italy were ufed, confidering what is the Condition of all pitopricks 
the Members, when the Head is grievoutly indifpofed. Therefore they given to Soul- 
were no better out of Jéaly,. where great men gave Bifhopricks uato their fe g 
Souldiers, 
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N.74. Souldiers, and ‘even unto Boyes in their Childhood. Earl Herbert, Une 
) cle of Hugh Capet, madehis Son of five years old Arch-Bifhop of Reims, 
i | _ and Pope ‘fobz the toth, Conficmed that EleGion. In thofe times no 
| man had Recourfe to Rowe out of Devotion, but alwayes he that de- 
| figned fomething againft the Canons, and cuftoms of the Church, if 
M he found not Approbation of it. in his own Country, he fled to Rome, | 
where Difpenfations were given for every thing, and the Ambition. or 
Covetoufiels was covered with an Apostolical -Difpenfation. The Popes. 
being fuch as is abovefaid, made no diftinGion of what they were a- 
ble to do, efteeming every thing an Encreafe of their greatnefs, which 
could be upheld by any Powerful man, who for his Intereft defended 
what was defired. 
The People partly through their fimplicity, and partly through Ter- 
ror of Potent men, approved of that which they could not hinders. 
whereupon an Opinion was grounded, that what thing foever if it had 
its Confirmation from Rome, every paft error was covered. | 
iS. Some might believe, that the little care which the Ecclefiaftical Or- 
der had of Spiritual things, would have cooled the F ervency of Secu-. 
Jar men, in giving to the Churches, and that the new Purchafes or 
Aequifitions of the Clergy men would have been at an end; never 
thelefs it was not fo. For by how much the Spiritual Cure was dimi- 
nifhed in the Prelates,. by fo much they were intent in the preferving 
of their Temporal Goods, and they had Converted the Spiritual Arms 
Excommue Of Excommunicating, which was ued only for the Correction of Sinners, 
nication, into the Defence of their Temporal Pofélfions, and for the Recovery of 
them alfo, if by chance the little Care of the Predeceflor had let any 
thing be loft, and the Terror of the Cenfure was fo great amongft the 
People, that nothing put them into a greater Fright, and ‘twas a won- 
derful thing that Captains and Souldiers, moft wicked in other things 
and without any fear of God, ufurping their Neighbours Right with- 
out any regard of offending his Divine Majefty, preferved with great 
Refpeét the things of the Church for fear of the Cenfures. 
76. From hence, many of flender Power, being moved with defire of 
fecuring their own from Violences, made Donation thereof to the 
aoe on Church, “pon condition that it fhould give it in Fee, witha flight ac- 
sere knowledgment. This fecured the Eftates which belonged not to Po- 
tent men, as thofe whofe Dominion belonged dire@ly to the Church; 
afterwards the Heirs male of the Feoditaries Failing, which often hap- 
: pened by frequent wars and Popular Seditions, that the Eftates fell to 
the Church. 
Seeing that hitherto we have declaredin what manner Ecclefiaftical 
Eftates have been acquired, and the Reafon of Lything thofe of the 
Laity, this place perfwadesthat the queftion debated in our times fhould 
be treated and refolved before we pafsany further 5 that is to fay, whe- 
Queftion con- ther Eccle(tastical Estates be Poflefled by Divine or Humane Right, and 
faltici E- Who fhould have the Dominion of them 2 | 
ftates. The Common opinion diftinguifheth the Pofleffions left to the 
77- Churches by Will, or by Donation of the Faithful, or acquired in fome 
other manner, by Tythe, by First Fruits, or by other Oblations : And 
as to the Pofieffions all agree they ought to be called Lemporal Goods, 
and that the Church enjoys them by Humane Right : Wherefore ‘tis 
certain as hath been declared above, that the Purchafing of Eftates be. 
ing prohibited to all Colledges whatfoever, the Church at firft by Pera 
; miffion, 
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miffion, and afterwards by grant from the Emperots, had the Power 
of Purchafing, and there 1s the Canon annexed: Quo Fire d. 2. where- 
in is affirmed that by the only Fundamental of humane Laws, it is. faid 
this Pofleftion is mine, this Servant is mine, and that taking away the 
Laws of the Prince, neither Church, nor any one elfe can fay, that any 
thing is their own. And no mancan doubt, but that the divifion of 
Pofleffions was by the Civil Law, and likewife the manner of Trans fer- 
ring Dominions from one to another, as the giving, the bequeathing by 
Will, and all Contraétings and Difpofings are humane. Laws: 

Commonwealthsand Kingdoms have been where the Teftament hath WN, 78, 
been unknown, Fure Romano, ‘ts granted to the Citizens of Rome on- 
ly to make a Will; It isnot poflible, that the manner of Purchafizg 
fhould be by Aumane Right, and the Continuation of Purchafing fhould 
be by Divine : When any thing 1s given or bequeathed to the Church, 
there being a difficulty in it, whether the Titlebe valid or no, it is judg- 
ed by humane Laws, and holding the Lawful Right, Poffeffion is given 
according to them; Therefore ftillin Virtue of them, and not other- 
wife, one is continued in the Dominion and in the Pofleffion : But be- 
caufe every one agrees in this, tle go no further, only I fhall add-as 
for a Corrollary, which is clearly refolved from hence and without 
Difficulty, whether the Exemptions which Ecclefiaftical Poffeffions have, Exemptions. 
are by Fure Divino, or humanos Seeing that Pofleffing and the manner 
of Pofieffing proceed alwayes from the fame Law 5 and the Jurifcon- 
{alts fay, that from thence proceeds the Bondage, or the Freedom of 
Eftatesin Land, from whence alfo Dominion is derived. It would be 79: 
a great Contradiction to fay, that the Church fhould have a Pofleffi- 
on (fure Veneto) by the Right or Law of Venice, which fhould have 
a Liberty (alio Fure) by another Law. 

But as touching Tythes, there are two opinions; one of the Canonifts, Tythes. 
the other of the Divizes, and of the Canonifts who together ftudy Di- 
vine Scripture. 

The Canowists {ay that Tythes are he Divino, becaufe in the old 
Teftament God gave Tythe unto.the Levites, asthe Holy Scripture Re- 
lates, and’tis no wonder that they fay fo, becaufe they are not verfed 
in the Readings of the Sacred Books, their Profeffion not being to un- 
derftand the Myfteries of Chriftian Religion, which 1s that God gave 
by Mofés to the femifh People the Law, which as to Ceremonial and Fu- 
dicial things, was proper to that Nation until the coming of Chrift, who 
was to take away the obligatory Power of it, fo that the Law of Tythes 
is indeed Mofaically Divine, but not a Law Naturally Divine, nor Chri- 80. 
ftian, and it obliged only that People at that time, now it obligeth 
mone. .He that Governs aCommon Wealth, may make Laws like unto 
thofe, but they fhall not oblige 2s Divine, neither ought they to be 
called fuch, but Civil Laws of the Prince who Conftitutes them 3 there 
was a Mofaical Divine Law, that a Blafphemer fhould be put to Death, 
this obligeth us not now, neither doth he fin who kills him not, andthe 
Prince may impofe a Capital punifhment for Blafphemy, and it would 
be juft, andought to be obferved, but it fhould not therefore be called 
a Divine Law, although God gave it formerly to the Hebrew People; 
but a Politick Law of the Prince. In thefeand in many other occur- 
rences where thefe men alledge the old Scripture for their Intereft, fub- 
joyning thereunto that it is de Fure Divino, it behooveth to diftinguith 
their Equivocation, that That which is de Jure Divino Natural or fe 
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Stian, obligeth ws, but that which is de Fure Divino Mofaical obligeth 
us not, and he that hath a Government making a Statute like unto 
that, itis de Fure Huntano. 

I-cannot forbear faying, that they deal not in this manner out of ig 
norance, but to deceive the incautelous, and to {trengthen their own 
Affairs, by and with the Name of fus Divinuu, and to give it Repu- 
tation, but they may be convinced here, and have their mouths ftopt. 
In this fame Conteft of the Scripture where God commands Tythe fhould 
be given to the Levites, he Commands alfo that they fhould not Poffefs any 
Land, and that they fhould be.contented with the Tythes. If by this 
Precept the People be (de fure Divino ) obliged to give them the Tythes, 
they {hall be obliged to have no Pofleffions. 

But befides; God Commanded the Tythes only of the Fruits of the 
Earth, and the Canon Laws fay, they muft be paid alfo out of Mer- 
chandize,out of the Militia, out of Hunting,and out of whatfoever Han- 
dy-work whereby gain is made. If God gave the Hebrew People Com- 
mand for Predial ‘Iythes only, they are forced to fay the Perfonal is 
not commanded but by humane Law.. The Divines (for I name never 
a onein Particular, becaufe none is excluded) and many Canonifts with 
them fay unanimoufly, it is a Precept of Divine natural Lam, that the 
Minifter of Religion fhould live by his Office, which he affords by ferv- 
ing the People in Divine things, and thatit isa fpecial Precept of Chrift 
our Lord in the Gofpel, that the Minifter who ferves the People in 
Preaching the Word of God, and in Ecclefiaftical Miniftry, fhould be 
furnifhed with a Livelyhood, in what quantity is not determined, be- 
caufe that according to the number of Perfons, and according to the 
Condition of Places and of ‘Times, abounding at one time, and want- 
ing at another, fo that aVowing a fhare to the Minifter of Christ, is de 
Jure Divino. But that thisfhare fhould be a Tenth, or a TFwentyeth, 
or a greater ora leffer Proportion, thisis eftablithed by humane Law or 
by Cuftom, which are of equal value. And when ‘tis Read in any 
Decretals, that God hath inftituted Tythe, or thatthe Tythe is de Fure 
Divino, they mean a part determined, for one undetermined, meanin 
Tythe to be that fhare, whichis requifite and neceflary, or elfe that 
God hath inftituted Tythein the old Teftament, after the manner that 
the Law hath inftituted the famein the new Teftament. Wherefore we 
may generally fay, that Ecclefiaitical Eftates of mhatfoever kind they be, 
are all under the Dominion of hive who is Patron thereof, and are pollef- 
fed by humane Laws. Neither doth any man make a doubt concern- 
ing this undetermined fhare, which is requifite or due by a Divine, Na- 
tural, and Evangelical Law, becaufe.as Lawyers obferve well, there is a 
difference in a thing being due or requifite, and inhaving a Dominion 
the thing whereof one hath a Dominion, may be claimed dire@ly in 
Judicature or Judgment (as they fay) AGione Rei Vindicationis, neither 
is he to be fatisfied by giving him an’ equal value; but the Creditor 
only may by perfonal AGion require his Debt, the Debtor being obli- 
ged to give him fo much, but this man no more than that. 

By this Refolution it remains alfo eafily decided, whether Benefices 
or Livings are de Fure Divino, or de. Fure Pofttive> becaule Eftates in 
Land and Tythes being Poflefled de ure Humano, the Benefices alfo 
being grounded upon them, will have the Power of the fame Law, 
befides one may certifie ones felf hereof more eafily from the thingsa- 
bove faid : For if the Church hath been fo many years with Etates “ 
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joyd in Common, and not divided irito Benefices as is above-mention- 
ed, it is an evident thing that Benefices have been Created by men 7z pro- 
grefs of time, and inthisall agree. Twill not enlarge my felf further, 
only fhall fay, that sf thefe Confiderations feem fomewhat fubtil, yet 
they are neceflary, as the following matters {hall declare. 

From the Refolution of the firft Queftion, it would be clear what to 
Anfwer unto the fecond, by him that hath the Dominion of Church 
Goods (I mean of Eftates in Land, becaufe of Fruits fhall be fpoken 
of in its place, whichis the foutth Queftion) for if they be Pofletied 
by Humane Laws, there remains but to fee unto whom thefe Laws 
hath granted them. Some fay, that thefe Goods are from God, and 
without doubt they fay true, becaufe Divine Scripture fayes plainly, all 
the Earth is the Lords and the fulnefsthereof But in this manner all 
things are from God, and no more thefe Goods, than any others the 
Divine isa kind of Uxiverfal Dominion, another Dominion hath eve- 
ry Prince who is Supream in his State, which according to Sezeca may 
be called, Dominion of Empire, or elle according to the Doctrine of 
the Jurifconfults Dominion of Protection, and of Jurifdidion : Another, 
each private man hath, which is the Domizion of Propriety, whereof 

_wefpeak, and wherein we now make enquiry 5 ome cannot fay that 
God hath the univerfal Dominion of all things, but that he hath there- 
with the Propriety of thofe Goods, as the King hath the univerfal in 
all the Kingdom, and neverthelefs he pofleffech in Private, and hath the 
Propriety of that Portion which belongs to his own Houfe. Where- 
fore onemay make an Addition to the univerfal Dominion of the 
Prince, with the Particular of Propricty, whereby it encreafeth, and 
is Augmented 3 but Gods Dominion hath an univerfality fo excellent 
and fo infinite, that it can receive no Addition, and repugneth to be 
particularized, as it alfo repugneth to be Communicated to any Crea- 
ture whatfoever, therefore no man can fay, God being Mafter of thefe 
Goods, I who have the fame Tribunal, the fame Confiftory, and the 
(ame Court as he, I am Mafteralfo, but rather heis no lefs a Servant 
of whomfoever is leaft. 


N. 84. 


86: 


Notwithftanding others vending or uttering freely without fear, fay, Pope Difpen- 


that the Pope is Mafter and hath the Dominion, and this they prove 
by the Decretal of Clement the ath, thatthe Plenary Difpofition of all 
Benefices belongs to them. 

St. Thomas oppofeth himfelf to this opmion, in faying, that the Pope 
indeed may call himfelf chief Difpenfator, but in no wife may he be 
called, either Mafter, or Pofletlor, which Doétrine Cardinal Gaeta- 
nus explaineth, adding that the Pope cannot give, nor in any wifedif- 
pofe of Ecclefiaftical Goods, but only do with them as much as may 
be done, being upon the Term of Difpenfator. 

And Gaetanws’s Reafon is very clear and Efficacious, thefe Goods 
were at firft belonging to a Mafter, who hath transferred his Dominion 
by Donation or by Teftament, but none of thefe had ever Intention 

to give or leave to the Popes thereforethe Dominion hath not pafled 
“ wnto him ; wherefore the fame Gaetanws and Adrian 6th Pope fay, that 
the Dominion of Eftates isin the Church, that 7s zn Generality or Oni- 
verfality of the Faithful of the place, to which the Goods or Eftates 1s 
left, fo that the Dominion of the Goods of the Rovaz Church, 1s 10 
the Univerfality of the Rovans. *Tis known by all, that Univerfality 
in Right is like a Perfon capable of Poflefling, in which manner 3 ‘ 
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faid, fuch a thing iscommon to the City, that is, no mans in particular 
but all mens together. 

They leave many Wills after this manner, as I leave to the School of 
St. Rocco, to the Monaftery of the Fryers, &c. This Doétrinte is very 
well Confirmed by the Antient Cuftom of the Church, and by the 
manner of {peaking of the Canons : There is no doubt, that if they 
were to denominate Eftates in Land by the name of a Perfon, they 
would denominate it from him who hath the Dominion; but all the 
Canons and the Antient Cuftom calls them Church Lands or Goods, 
therefore fhe hath the Dominion of them, neither have thofe any other 
opinion who fay thefe Goods are Chrifts, becaufe all the Chriftian 
Churches from moft Antient times have been denominated, not only 
from the name of the City, but alfo from the name of him who hath 
been the firft and the moft famous Bifhop therein, asthe Rowan is called 
St. Peters, that of Alexandria St. Marks, that of Ravenna St. Apoll- 
wares 3 whereupon the Lands of thofe Churches took the name of the 
fame Saints, and the Lands of the Roman Church are called St. Peters ; 
wherefore thefe kind of Phrafés are Read amongtt all the Antient Wri- 
ters, wiz. St. Peters Patrimony, St. Peters Lands, the Pofleffions of St. 
Peter the Patrimony of St. Apollinare, the Revenue of St. Apollinare, &c. 
And becaufe Chrift is univerfal Head and Protector. of all Churches, 
that which belongs to the univerfal Church, and to any particular Church, 
1s called Chriss Patrimony, Chrifts Goods or Lands, @c. which fignifies 
fo much as belonging to the Church, whofe Head Chrift is: Not other- 
wife, that the Lands of the Republick of Vexice are called St. Marks, 
that is, belonging to that Republick which bears St Marks name. And 
truly that univerfality of the Church, was MiftreS of all that was gain- 
ed when the Clergy-men in each DiocefS were in Common, becaufe all 
Donations, and all Teftaments were made thereunto. Certain it is, 
that thefe Eftates were not, neither could they be Purchafed, but by 
him to whom the Law granted the Power of Purchafing, but the Laws 
of Conftantine, granted that Donations might be made to the Chriftian 
Colledges, that #s, to the univerfality of the Chriftians which were in 
Cities, then the Dominion belonged to thofe Colledges; but after the 
divifions were made, and the Benefices Inftituted, Legacies or Donati- 
Ons were made unto particular Churches, or rather for the moft part, 
for fome particular Pious work in thofe Churches, wherefore it cannot 
be faid, who is the Mafter of any thing whatfoever, without feeing 
the Bequeathing of the Wills and of the Donors, whereto we being 
to fpeak fundamentally, we can fay no more, but that Prelates, and other 
Clergy-men, are the Governors, Adminiftrators, and Difpenfators of the 
Church Goods, to do therewith according to the Bequeft of the Donor 
or the Leaver, and not otherwife, and that Perfon is Mafter either Par- 
ticular or General in favour of whom the Donation or the Legacy was 
made, Wherefore alfo every Rector of a Church ought to fee dili- 
gently after the obligations left him to perform, and if it bedone other- 
wife, itmuft be imputed to humane Imperfection, no man can _be per- 
{waded that through length of time, he may havea Prefcription, be- 
caufe that Prefuppofeth a good Faith which never wasin any man, eve- 
ry one knowing in his Confcience, that thofe goods were not left to be 
done with, asthey do. 

_ But in whofe Dominion thall thofe Church-Lands be, whofe Inftitu- 
non isnot known ? The Natural and the Civil Law is, that in thofe 
whofe 
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whofe private Patron or Mafter hath totally. failed, the Comsunity 
fhall Succeed, therefore the Church muftremain Miftrefs thereof So 
that in few words men who ate beneficed, are Difpenfators of the Goods 
of the Benefices, But Maifer he is not in favour of him who made the 
Donation or the Will, and if it be not known, the Church remains 
Mistrefs. 

‘Tis no obftacle hereunto, that there be Princes Laws and Ecclefi- 
aftical, which forbid Alienation, for the Pupill is true Mafter of his 
own, and yet he cannot Alienate 5 Dosrinionis a Right of doing what 
one will with a thing, when the Law permits, which binds fome fort of 
Perfons with Conditions, who have need of the Government of others, 
fuch is Univerfity or Community. 

No man ought to wonder, if fo many moderh Writers in fuch like 
Queftions as in this, which makes the Pope abjolute Mafter ot all the 
Benefices, and of all Ecclefiaftical Eftates, do defend Opinions contrary 
to Antiquity, and contrary to thofe Inftitutions which had their Rife 
from the Apostles themselves, and from Apoftolical men, becaufe that as 
St. Cyprian very fenfibly Complained, that it is one of the Imperfecti- 
ons of man, that whereas Cuftoms {hould be Conformable to good 
Doétrine and to Laws, on the contrary, the Do¢trine of Interefled men 
accommodates it felf to the Cuftomes, and it 1s obfervable,. that in all 
the courfe of fo many Ages, there hath been no Novelty introduced, 
even concerning Religion, but immediately it hath met with De- 
fenders. 


, ssw 


ILL LOOTED 


N.g2s 


What a wonder will it be, that this fhould happen in thofe Novel- 93: 


ties and Introduétions, which ferve for Wealth, Eafe, and humane Con- 
cerns whereunto many may afpire ? | 

The Confafion which was in Jraly in Politick Affairs, by reafon of fo 
many Kings and Emperors which were made in thofe times, caufed alfo 
an extream diforder in other Cities about Ecclefiaftical Affairs; Bifhops 
and Abbots being fometimes made by Princes, and fometimes iztruded 
by their own Power, and other Ecclefiaftical Minifters likewife were 
fonetimes made, by thofe who bore {way in the Cities, and fometimes by 
‘the Bifhopss and now andthen Benesices were Poflefled by him who had 
Power or popular Favour. 

Inthe year 963, Otho 2 Saxon brought his Arms itito Italy, and be- 
came Matter of it, and to give Form unto the Government, he Affem- 
bled alittle Council of Bilhops, deprived Pope Fohu 12th, who being 
made Popein his Minority under the Age of 18, by the chief of the 
Roman Nobility, and by a great Concourfe in that City, and lived in 
the Popedome, Committing Adulteries, Perjuries, and other iseligious 
Cuftomes, Osho made him to be renounced by the People, and by Pope 
Leo the 8th, Created by him inftead of Fohn : The Authority of creat. 
ing the Pope, and the other Bifhops in Lfaly, he retained, and his Son 
and his Nephew of the famename, unto the year Toor, for the {pace 
of 36 years, and during the number of twelve Popes which were in that 
time. Two of them were Created quietly by the Prince, the others 
in Seditions, for which caufe the firlk Orho carryed one Prifoner into 
Germany, and Otho the third carryed another 5 one was ftrangled by 
him, who had a mind to be made inhts Room 3 one run away having 
Robb’d the Treafury of the Church Ornaments, and another withdrew 
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Popes, yet as Barowins faith, they are in the Catalogue only to fill up 
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the Number, for asto the Reft, the Church had xo other head but Christ. 
Uti 95. The other Bifhops and the Abbots were Created by the Emperors with- 
Hi £8 out any Contradiction, and the manner’ was that when z Bifhop dyed, 
(i bis Crofer-Staff and his Rizg were carryed to the Ewperor, who having 
ith determined on whom to beftow the Benefice, he invefted him by gi- 
| ving himthe Rzwg and the Staff, wpon Receiving of which Tokens he 
went into Pofleflion, and got himfelf Confécrated by his Metropolitan, 
or by the Neighbouring Bifhops, which Cuftom was obferved alfo in 
France and in Germany : Other {maller Benefices were Conferr'd by the 
Bifhops or by the Abbotsunder whom they were, unlefs the Prince No- 
minated any one toa Vacant Bevefice : For to fuch a one it was given 
without any Reply, or if he were Recommended by the Prince to have 
a Benefice when it fhould be Vacant, who by reafon of that Expeéta- 
Hh tion granted by the Prince, cameto be provided by the Bifhop with the 
i firft Vacancy : Thus did the Orho's Govern without Contradiction from 
the Popes, although the fecond of them dwelt a very long time in Rome, 
where he dyed alfo, and was buryed. 

96. After the Death of the Othos, there was preferved among the Suc- 
ceeding Emperors, the fame Power of Beftowing of Bifhopricks and 
Abbeys, and alfo of Nominating unto inferior Benefices, or elfe of i- 
ving Expettancies of Benefices which were to become Vacant, Indeed 
theImperial Authority diminifhing in Rome, the Confufions returned 
into that Church,for the People having realfumed the Authority of Eleing 
the Pope, and chofe three of them quietly; Beneditws, Otavus, and 
Fobn the 20th, Brethren were Elected one after another with fome fhew 
of Faction, and this laft being dead, Beneditt us 4th their Nephew was 
Choféz at 12 years of Age, who befides many other Exceffes, fold a part 
of the Popedome to oxe Sylvefter the 3d, and another part to Gregory 
6th, and all three fate in Rome at the fame time with much Confution, 
chiefly that this Gregory having Armed himfelf with Souldiers, .Foot 
- and Horfe, and with great {laughter gotten the Pofleffion of Sy. Peter's 
Church,he enlarged his Part by Arms; wherefore the Emperor Hezry the 
Black, went into Italy, put Benediétys to F light, fent Syluesfer away, 
Banifhed Gregory into Germany, and deprived the People of Rome of the 
Power of making any more Popes. Andhe made three Popes fucceflive- 
ly, all Germans by Nation, who being chofen by the Emperor, took 
upon them the Pontifical Habit and Enfigns without any thing elfes the 
third who was Bruzus Bifhop of Zul, having by the Emperors Deputa- 
tion taken upon him the Habit in Trifinga, and therewith taken his 
Journey as far as Clygni, Hildebrand a Monk Fofter-Son of St. Peters 
Church in Rome, a man of fingular fubtilty, would by Art reftore the 
Eleéion to the Romans, Countell’d Brunus, who Cloathed in his Pon- 
tifical Habit, was call’d Leo 9th, to Cloath himfelf like a Pilgrim, and 
fo to go to Rome, and that he would be more acceptable to the Rowan 
People 5 Leo Confented, and entred Rome in a Pilgrims Habit, and by 
98. the Suggeftion of Hildebrand was Proclained Pope of Rome by the Peo- 
ple; But this Art did not prevent the Emperor,when Leo was dead, from 
chufing in Mentz, Geberard of Aichstat, who immediately put on the 
Habit, and was called Veéfor the fecond 3 the Emperor then did not only 
beftow Benefices, but alfo madeConttitutions again{t thofe who obtain- 
ed them by Symonie, Pardoning the Errors Committed until that time, 

and Impofing Penalties for the Future. 
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Henry the Black dying, left the Empire to hisSon, Hesry the 4th; 
who Succeeded him ina tender Age, during whofe Minority, although 
the Popes were Created by the Confent of the Emperors Tutors, and 
the Bifhops and the Abbots were Invefted by him with the Rig and the 
Crozier Staff, the Popes neverthelefs making ufe of the Occafion, gain- 
ed by little and a little fome greater Liberty; adhering alfo to one 
fide or party of the Tutors, who differ’'d about them, and made Facti- . 
ons, whereupon Nicolas 2d, made a Conftitution about the Ele@ionof N: 99: 
the Pope, Ordaining it fhould firft pafs through the Cardinal Bifhops, 
then fhould be propofed to the Cardinal Clergy-men, in the third place 
to the Clergy and to the People, and in the fourth place the Emperors 
Content fhould be fought for, in which manner Alexander 2d, his Suc- 
ceflor being Elected, the Emperor would not Confirm him, nor accept 
of the Excufe which the Cardivals fent by one of them to make by Em- 
bafly, faying it was done to avoid a fharp Civil Diflention, but all - 
with great Refpect to the Emperor the Elected being his Friend 5 yet 
the Emperor chofe the Bifhop of Parma for Pope upon the Inftance of 
Gerard of Parma his Chancellor. But three years after, the Affairs of 
the Imperial Court being altered, and Gerard the Chancellor Depoicd, 
the Bifhop of Parma was alfo Depofedfrom the Popedome, and Alesxcander 
accepted, who in the year 1072, there being made in Germany a Con- 

{piracy of the Bavarians and Saxonians againft the Emperor, he joyn- 
ed with themand entred into the League,and the year following cited 
the Emperor unto Rowe, as imputed of Simony for having conferrd Bi- 
fhopricks for Money. The Pontifical AGion was much admired, never jo, 
any Pope having come fo far, but it foon pafled under filence by the 
death of the Pope, after whom Gregory 7th, a Monk of Siexna attained 
the Popedome, who was Hildebrand above Nominated by the Empe- 
ror, but in the year 1076, having been three years in the Popedome, 
finding the Emperor yet young, and Germany full of Commotions, he 
deliberated to exclude him totally from the EleCtion of Bifhops and 
Abbots, and made him a Monitory, that for the Future he ought not 
to intrude therein; the Emperor made a great Refiftance, whereupon 
the Pope Excommunicated him, abfolved his Subjects from the Oath of 
Fidelity, and fufpended him from the Adminiftration of the Kingdom 
of Italy, and of Germany : He Excommunicated alfo the Bifhops his 
Minifters, Colleagu’d himfelf with hisRebels, provoked the Emperors 
own Mother againfther: Son, and during the time which lafted until the 
year 1085, when the Pope dyed in Banzfhment at Salerno, he Excom-  yo3, 
municated the Emperor four times, and made a general Decree , that if 
any Clergy-man fhould receive a Bifhoprick or an Abbey from a Lay- 
mans hand, he fhould be accounted no Clergy-man by any one, and 
fhould be deprived from entring into the Church, and the like for him 
who fhall receive other Benefices, unto which Penalty he Subjected alfo 
the Emperor, the King, the Duke, the Marques, and the Bars and 
every Power or Perfon Secular that fhould dare to izves# mith Be- 
nefices. 

The Evperor maintained his Caufe by his Arms, againft the Pope 
and his Colleagues, and was followed by moft part of the Bifhops : 
Whereupon the Pope was in a grievous Danger 5 but he who had for- 
merly Excommunicated the Normans as Ufarpers of the Kingdoms of 
Sicily and Puglia, had Recourfe to ther Affiftance, granted them all 
that for which he had Perfecuted them, and abfolved them from the 
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King of Naples, and 
of Sicily, who heretofore wasa Perfecutor of the Popes, had not turn- 
ed to his Defence, to make a Counterballance to the Emperor, he had 
maintained his Caufe witha total Victory, but by the help of Robere 
the Pope was fupported, although in Exile; and he being dead in his 
Affiftance and three Rogers of the fame Family, the fame Contention 
continued likewife with the two Succeflors of Gregory, both Monks of 
the fame order, the laft of which was Urban 2d, who in Reward ofthe 
Services done by the Normans, gave one of them a Bx forthe Monar- 
chy of Sicily, really granting them a greatcr management in the Affairs 
of the Church, than that he would take from the Emperor : Which to 
do, befides the Excommunications he often repeated againft the Empe- 
ror, and the Rebellions he ftirr'd up againft him, making his Eldeft Son 
to Rebel againft him alfo, and by his means excluded the Emperor als 
moft out of Italy. But he being dead, the Pope who Succeeded, re- 
peated the Excommunications againft the Emperor, and raifed many 
Rebellions, making his other Son to Rebel alfo, with whom the Father 
engaged in War, one time overcome, and another time Victorious, 
came finally to conditions of Agreement wherein he was cheated, and 
reduced to a Private Life, left the Empire to his Son, who was called 
levry. 

Flenry ath being dead, Pafchal, for fo wascalled the 4th Pope amongtt 
them, for beginning from Gregary 7th, they fought with Excommuni- 
cations and {piritual Weapons, for the taking away of the Inveftiture 
of Bifhops, and Abbies from the Emperor 3 heaflembled a Council at 
Guaftallz, and then at Troyes in France, and renewed in them both the 
Decrees of Gregory 7th, and of Urban 2d, that no Lay-man fhould 
hinder the Conterring of Benefices. In Frawce the Decree was not ace 
cepted by the King, but he continued according to Cuftom, and alf 
the Emperor Hezry 2d the Son oppofed it, who inthe year 1t10came 
Armed into Italy, for the Crown of the Empire, to which the Pope 
having oppofed himfelf by Controverfies depending between them,they 
agreed that Henry fhould goto Rome for the Crown, put the Contro- 
verfie of Inveftitures to filence, neither party being to fpeak of them, 
Henry went to Rome, where Pope Pajchal appearing to him to be Su. 
perior in ftrength, not remaining firmin the Conditions, he would have 
him to revounce the Inveffitures, and Hery confiding in his bold F orces, 
propofed on the contrary, that the Pope fhould revoke the Decrees, 
faying, he would not be inferior to Charlemain, Ludovicws Pivs. and 
other Ezeperors who had given the Inveftitures Peaceably and quietly; 
whereupon the Contentions encreafing, the Emperor took the Pope 
Prifoner, and the moft part of the Cardinals, carrying them fromthe 
City; an Accommodation was treated on, and finally the Pope agreed 
to Crown him, and to let him have the Conferring of Benefices, ‘with- 
out Excommunicating him for it, and he Swore to the obfervation 
of the Agreement, and the Mafs being Celebrated, the Pope divided the 
Wafer, and with one half he Communicated himfelf, andthe Empe- 
ror with the other half making Curfed and dreadful Imprecations, 
for which of them fhould be a Violater of the Agreement. 

The Pope gone back to Rome, {aid he would obferve the Agreement, 
but yet his Legates Excommunicated the Emperor and he two years 
after in 1112. Call'd a Council, Confirmed the Deerees of Gregory and 
Orban, that no man fhould receive loveftitures from Laj-nen, and 

. cauled 





by Fra Paolo Sarpi. | 31 





caufed the Council to annull the Agreement made with the Emperor; 
and finally in 1116, Excommunicated him befides. Pa/cal dyed; and 
Gelafivs the 2d Succeeded him at firft, then Califo the 2d, with whom 
the Contention lafted, and by whom and by all of them the Emperor 
was Succeflively Excommunicated. Thefe three Popes did not only 
make ufe of Excommunicating,but alfo ftirrd up many Seditions again{t 
the Emperor. Thechief of onewas Lotharivs a Saxon, who took up 
Arms, and had many Victories; finally in the year 1122. Hewry per- 
eciving himfelf in fo many difficulties, renounced the Inveftiture, and N. 106: 
a Tumult was appeafed which had lafted 56 years, under Six Popes, by 
Excommunicating an infinite number of Perfons, both Ecclefiaftical 
and Civil, who adhered to the Emperor, and by the Death of num: 
berlefs Perfons on both fides, in threefcore Battels fought by Hezry the 
Father, .and in eighteen fought by Henry the Son; tante Molis erat,jto 
Jay the Foundations of that Building, which we have feen brought up 
to the Top of the Battlements, whereof we are to fpeak: 

In the Occurrence abovefaid happened between Pajcal, and Henry, 
the Judgment of the World was various, fome faying, that the Affent 
yielded unto by the Pope was Nu//, as done out of fear, finding himfelf 
and fo many Cardinalsin the Emperors hand, and therefore with Rea- 
fon Pafcal oppofed him, and ceafed from obferving it : But on the 
other fide, it was faid, thatif the Popes Aflent were invalid for being 
extorted with Fear, no lefs ought to be held for invalid the Aflent 167: 
yielded to by the Emperor, for Fear of fo manyExcommunications and 
Anathema’s, of fo many Rebellions and Machinations; for which caufé 
he is fubject to reftore that which is done for Fear of Imprifonment 
and not that which is done for Fear of Anathema’s, and for Fear of fee- 
ing all his Dominions and People in Confufion, and in Civil Wars. 
Some men in Counfel in the prefence of Pajfcal, made ule of this Di- 
lemma; if the Decree, andthe Buf of his, by which he granted Inve- 
{titure unto the Emperor were Lawful, they ought to be obferved, if 
they were unjuft, and as fome fay Heretical, then was the Pope Author 
alfo Heretical, and unjuft : “Tis true indeed, that a thing juft and due 
although done out of Fear, is valid, and that no man whatfoever is 
blamelefs, if for any kind of Fear he acteth contrary to the Law of 
God. 

The Contention of the Popes withthe Emperors, about this matter 
of giving Inveftiture of Bifhopricks and Abbeys, ftopt not only in Italy 
and Germany, Kingdoms of the Emperor, but inthe fame timesalfo iri 108; 
France, fome of the Bifhops ftirr’d up by Example, and through Intereft, 
oppofed the King for the fame caufe; but becaufe all were not agreed 
to make a League with the Pope againft the King, the King for the 
moft part overcame him, and the Popes were content to gain that 
by little and little, which was Impoffible for them to do allat once 
together. | | | 

In Exgland the King having alwayesconferr'd Biffiopricks, and Ab- 
beys, in the year 1102, <Axjelwe Arch-Bifhop of Canterbury refuted to 
Confecrate the Bifhops provided by the King, he adhering to the Decrees 
made by the Popes, and the Contention lafted many years, the King 
maintaining his Authority, and the Arch-Bifhop by the help of the 
Pope: defending his Oppofition; the King believed himfelf able to per: 
fwade the Pope to that which he reputed Juft, therefore he fent an Am- 
baflador, who received fuch rough Anfwers and Threatnings fiom ae 
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Pope, that to take off hisEdge, the Ambafiador thought fit to tell him, 
the K7zg would not lofe his Authority, although he were to lofe his 
Kingdom, to which the Pope replyed. with no lef$ boldnefs that he would 
not permit it, although he were to lofe his Head. 
N.109. The Kivzg remained Conftant, and it behooved Anfelne to depart the 
i Kingdom, incapable of returning, without Confenting to the King’s Will, 
But the Kizg dying without Heirs-Male, and fome Civil Wars happen - 
ing, ‘twas eafie for the Clergy-men to prevail, and to introduce That 
into England, which had been introduced inthe Empire, where after 
the Ceflion of Hexry, of which hath been {poken, the Pope obtained 
his intent; true it is, thatin the year 1132, Lotharius the Saxon Suc- 
ceflor of Henry the 5th Emperor, being fought to by Izzocent the 2d, 
engaged in a Schifm, that he would acknowledge him for Pope, and 
not his Adverfary; refufed to doit, unlefsthe Inveftitures Renounced 
by Henry were reftored to him; and perhaps the Pope would have grant~ 
ed them, but S¢. Bernard very intimate with Lotharivs perfwaded him 
to defift, propofing to his Confideration, that he having made Wara- 
gainft Henry his Predeceflor and Lord, upon Pope Pajfchals Inftance 
fio. for that caufe, afterwards to be willing to make himfelf a Defender of 
lenry's Pretention, was to declare himfelf a Rebel, and that he had 
made War againft his Lord, while he was defending a juft Caufe. 

That which ufually happens after great Victories, namely when all 
the Forces of the Enemy are not Extinct, ‘the Fragments or the Re- 
mainder of the overcome Party, oftentimes {pring up again with old 
Pretenfions, which the prudent Vainquifher temporizeth dexteroutly, 
rather than oppofe himfelf openly by renewing a War, fo it fell outin 
thefe prefent occafions. 

The Popes not being able to have the ViGory, of fuch a great Pre- 
tention fo entirely, but that in fome Places, fome Benefices would re- 
mainin the Power of the Laity, and that a Prince fometimes for fome 
Neceflity of his Government, without Regard to the Pope, would be- 
{tow fome Bifhoprick after the firt manner ; There remained in France 

Mt, the Regalia, which isa Right of the King to Confer all fingle Benefi- 
ces Vacant by the death of the Bifhops, until the Succeflor be Crea- 
ted; There remained in Germany a Right of the Emperors, of giving 
only one of the Canonfbips in many Churches, and fo divers particular 

| Authorities were retained by. fome Princes. 
The Popes that they might not (by Contending for thefe particular 
| ules) renew the Contention with hazard of lofing the whole, orelfe 
by letting them:runon, they might do prejudice to the general Caufe, 
thought it requifite to make Provifion, both by Negotiation and Art. 
They found a Temperament or Complyance,by caufing the Canonifts 
and other Scribes depending on them, to Write that thefe Princes en- 
joyd that Authority, through Priviledge granted by the Pope : This 
ferved the Popes for a Reputation, to make appear that Princes had no 
Right, but by their grace and favour, and affured them alfo that they 
might pretend further; and twas eafily pafled over by the Princes, to 
whom it feemed, that it was tofecure them from the Moleftations which 
ti. the. Popes might give them, and by adding an Ecclefiaftical Title to 
their own Poileflion, make it’more fecure, - But the Event fhew’'d that 
to:be:Poyfon; ‘which was efteemed Phyfick 5; For about 1300, Boxi- 
Face the 8th, exercifed {harp Contentions with Philip the fair of France, 


that he fhould: yield up'the ‘Authority of the Regalia's abovefaid, i 
3 they 
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they proceeded fo far, that this Kingdom was expofed to great Danger, 
by Excomnunications and Interdiitions, by depriving the King, andby 
granting the Kingdom to Albert the Emperor. At firft when ‘twas af- 
fented to, it was fot well thought of, to whofe account it would turn 
by the Apoftolical granting to preferve that which was the Princes Pe- 
euliar; For the ‘Popes fince pretend they can revoke the Priviledges 
granted by their Predeceffors, even without a‘caufe, though indeed 
they never want Pretexts to feign a caufe, and whofever Polleffeth by 
a Titleof his own, and is content to acknowledge it for another mans 
Favour, is like him who leaving his own ground, goés to build on a- 
nother mans. one, 

But on the other fide when fome Prince having brokeri Patience, con- Norit 
ferred fome principal Benefice, which the Kings of England and of Sis 7” 
cily oftentimes did, the Popes not'to engage in Contentions, {aid no- 
thing more to the Prince, but not to let themfelves be prejudiced, they \ 
wrought by Praétifes through the Monks means, that the Elected fhould |e 
renounce into the Popeshand, promifing him he fhould be invefted by i ti 
the Pope, and fo fhould have that quietly, wherewith if he had not ; 
ae conténted, the Pope would have oppofed it, and brought all into 
difficulty. - : i 

OF thefe Pradtifes then vfed frequently by the Popes, Floventivs of ; 
Wingerin and Ivo Carnotenfs, who were Writers in thofe times, make | 
a long Relation, as of a thing ufually done in Germany and in france, 
with this Form of Words, that the Popes took with one hand, and gave a- 
gain with the other. This agreement was eafily accepted, as that which 
freed one from Trouble: and Moleftation, and the fame King if he 4, 4, 
came to reflec afterwards, whether he paft it as a thing which made 
no Alteration in effect; without confidering, that it might import forthe 
Future : Which manner they now make ule of againft the Catholick 
Bifhops in Germany, who do not obey their Refervations, as fhall be 
fpoken of in its place. | ree | 

In Spain the quiet and prudent Difpofition of the Nation, together 
with the good Government of the Kings, were caufe that in fo univer- 
fal'a change they pafled it quietly” perhaps ‘forwarded ‘hereunto by 
the Exercife the Saracens gave them, which made then think of re- 
maining united to their King, and of living in Quietnef$; The Kings 
never went about fubjeéting the Clergy more than convenient, and they | 
never madea League with Strangers, to exempt themfelves from the } 
Kings more than their due. As foon alfo as the Kings perceived, that 
the Popes of Rome had by Power, by ‘Terror, or by Practices obtained 
fomething in other Kingdoms, they endeavour'd to accommodate theni- 115. 
felves according to thofe things, in fuch a manner as might make the 
leaft alteration poffible in their Gevernment, for as touching the Cu- 
ftom of times paft, the Bifhops, and other Ecclefiaftical Minifters were or- 
dained according to the Antient Cuftom, the abovefaid Alteration being i 
made in other Kingdoms -and States, they would not lay hold oma 
Contention with the Popes, but by a prudent Complyance they were 
contented, that no Bifhop fhould be Ordained without their Confent, oe 
and ‘Alphonfo the6th, the better to fecure himfelf, fought for Orban the a 
feconds Approbation, who granted to the King the FU S PAT RO: | 
NATUWS of all the Churches in hisKingdom. Thofe Kings have 
proceeded quite otherwife than the Germans, French, and Englifhs 
They were content to acknowledge for anothers favour that which 
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their own, fo that it might ferve to enjoy it more Peaceably; Thefe 

have {triven thatthey might not acknowledge their own from another 

mans, but all with Prudence. 

N. 116. ° Thefe faw there was a way to lofe all, and to become Subjects, be- 
caufe the Popes Demand not the utmoft {cope of his Intention, but a 
Degree of proceeding further 5 his Subjects confidered, chiefly the Cler- 
gy-men inclinable unto Liberty, not to fay Licence , and therefore 
ready toagree with the Stranger, to diminifh the Authority of their 
Prince, whereupon they faw it neceflary, that there fhould be no Door 
open, by which they might have Recourfe. 

But the Spamzards being confident of the quietnefs of their Subjects, 
had no Reafon to fear, that fuddenly they would move for a Re- 
courfe out of the Kingdom, but confidering the Anxiety of their Af 
fairs in thofetimes, they had good caufe to fear, left thofe who had 
been ableto make SubjeG@s Rebel againft Princes fo much Brealey than 
they, fhould ufe the fame Arts; and therefore they refolved moft Pru- 
dently, to receive {peedily that which greater than they were conftrain’d 
to tolerate after much Wars, 

117. Now for a Conclufion, In the time which paft between 1122, that 
Henry made his Renuntiation, unto 1145, it was eftablifhed almoft e- 
very where, that the Bifhop being dead, the choice of the Succeflor 
fhould be made by the Chapter of Canons, and {hould be Confirmed by 
the Metropolitan 5 and if the Abbot were dead, the Election {hould be 
made by the Mozks, and Confirmed by the Bifhop, if the Monattery 
were unexempted : If it were exempted, it fhould be Confirmed by the 
Pope : Other Benefices which were de ? URE PATRONATUS 
were Confer’d by the Bithop on the Patron’s Prefentation : All others 
were at the free Epifcopaldifpofing. The Popedom of Rome remained, 
for the Prince being Excluded, it feemed that it ought to return to the 
free Election of the People, but from the year 1145, Izxocent the 2d ha- 
ving a Difference with the Romans, and being driven from the City 

> by them, he in Counter-change deprived them of the Power of choof- 
ing the Pope. 

In the Troubles which happened for the caufes abovefaid, many Ci- 
ties were in an Uproar by the Bi/hops Confederate with the Pope, which 
revolting from the Emperor, and were headed by the Bifhops, whereby 
they obtained the Publick Incoms, and the Regal Rights or Duties ; and 
when the Differences were Compofed,. they had taken fo firm Poflet. 
fion, that the Prince was Neceffitated to grant them in Fendo or Feal- 
ty, that, which de Facto they had ufurped to themfelves, by which they 
acquired alfo. the Titles of Dukes, Marguiffes, and Earls, as many of 
them are in Gerwzany, who remain {till fuch, both in Name, and in 
Fact ; but in Italy, in Name only, which made Clergy-men a great quan- 
tity of Secular Goods, and the Augmentation was very notable, not 
only during the Troubles of which we have {poken, but alfo in thofe 
which followed under the Swevian Emperors. 

The Monks in this time had intermeddled greatly, in favouring the 
undertaking of the Popes againft the Princes, for which they loft{ome. 
what of thecr Reputation of Holinefs; and indeed there was alo loft 
119- much of the Difcipline, and Regular obfervance in Monafteries, becaufe 
they in:ermeddled or crept into the Negotiations of State, and, of War, 
wherefore their acquiring or purchafing ceafed alfo, unlefs. in fome lit- 
tle Congregations newly inftituted in: Lifcany, who intermedled notin 
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thefe Commotions, but preferved their Difcipline, arid therefore the 

Devotion of the People continuing towards them, they were inftru- 

ments of acquiring New Eftates, but yet not many, they being but 

few. . 

But another Occafion happeried which caufed great Acquifitions in 
the times whereof hath been {poken, which was the Warfar of” the Ho= The holy War 
ly Land, and the heat of zeal was then fo earneft, for going aud for abe: 
contributing to the gaining of it, that men making no account ef Goods, Eche Romie 
of Wives, and of Children, engaged themfelves in this Warfar; and burch. 
felling their own, went beyond Sea3_yeathe very Women without ha- 
ving Refpect to their Childbearing, fold their Goods to contribute to: 
wards the War. The Popes with their Priefts, and other Prelates re- 
ceived under their Protection the Houfes, and the Affairs of the Cruci- 

Signati (fo were called thofe who went to the War) and that brought N. 120. 
to the Churches fuch an encreafé, as is wont to bring the being Tutor, 
Curate, or a Procurator for Widdows, Orphans, and Perfons under 
Ages neither could the fecular Magiftrate fo much as think of defend- 
ing any one, for Terror of the Cenfures which they made ufe of with- 
out fparingnefs. . | 

A great Point was added, which Engenius the third Conttituted, 

that for this Pious work, every one might alienate the Fee-Farms he 
held, which if the Patron could not receive, yet again{t his Will they 
might be taken by the Churches, which opened a broad way to the 
purchafing very largely. It happened alfo that the Popes of Rowe 
made ufé of the Armes prepared for the holy Land in {ome Enterprife, 
‘whereby they augmented the Temporal Eftate of the Roman Church : 
And alfo the Popes Legates, and the Bithops of the place where the 
faid Arms were met together to unite themfelves for the Voyage, they 
made wle of them for divers Augmentations of the Churches Lempora: 
lity. . 

There being alfo offered and gathered a great quantity of money, 121: 
taken from the Faithful, efpecially from Women and others who were 
unfit to ferve in the Wars'perfonally, likewife to free ones felf from a 
vow made, as alfo to obtain Indulgences and other Grants, all was riot 
{pent in that War, no doubt but fome Prince might pattake of it, but 
4 notable {hare remained {till in the hands of the Prelates, whereby Ec- 
clefiaftical Affairs made fome Augmentation. After this were inftitu- 
ted the Military Religions of the Templars,Hofpitallars &c. for the defence 
of the Temple Built at Ferufalem, for the Pilgrims who went thither, and 
for to fight againft the Saracens, which although it was a new thing to 
institute Religions for the fhedding of blood, yet it was received with 
{> much Fervor, that in a very fhort time they gained great {tore of 
Wealth : All thefe wayes brought great encreafe of Riches to the Church. 

There was alfo another way of giving a very notable encreafe to the 

Wealth of the Church, or Clergy-men, the Reviewing well the matter of 127%, 
the Tythes, and where they were not paid, to proceed with Cenfuresthat | 
there fhould or ought be paid not only the Predials of the Fruits of "9 Fe 
the Earth, but #ixt Tythes alfo, which are the Fruits of Cattel, artd more Riches. 
likewife the Tythes of Perfonal Induftry and humane Labour. 

Unto the Tythes were the first Fruits joyned alfo, which were fir 
inftituted by Alexander the 2d, hereinimitating the Mojfaical Law, which 
commanded that People to pay them; the quantity of them was not 
Eftablifhed by Mojés, but left to the Arbitrement of the Offerer. 

bag e 


(k Firft-Fruits. 


Pa tfarese esi pte tsar tetas eck 


STREET EREE 

















| 


My Of Beneficiary Matters 


ut The Rabins afterwards, as St. Hierome Teftifies, determined. the quan- 

MH tity, which was not more. than, the 60th, nor lef than the 40th; which. 
indeeed hath been, imitated by. ours in.the moft profitable manner, ha- 
ving fetled the 40th, which in our timesis called the LRuartele, 

Alexander the third about the year 1 170, determined that they fhould 
proceed, with Excommunications, to. caufe the entire payments for the 

N. 123. Tythes of Millsto be made, and of Fifhing, of Fur, of Wooll, and 
of Bees, and that the Tythes of every thing. fhould be paid, before the 
Charges made for the gathering of the Fruits fhould be deducted and 
Celeitin the 3d, in the year 1195, eftablithed that they fhould proceed 
with Excommunications, to caufe payment to be made of the Tythes 
not only of the Wine, Corn, Fruits of Trees, of Gardens, of Sheep, 
of Merchandize, of Souldiers pay, of Hunting, but alfO of Windmills, 
All thefe things are exprefled. in the Decretals of the Romifh Popess, But 
the Canoniffs have gone much further, faying, that the Poor are obli- 
ged to pay Tythe, for that is given them by Alms in begging at doors, 
and that the Harlots are bound to pay Tythe of their Gain by. Whore- 
dom, and of fuch other things which the World could:not receive into 
ule, 

Tythes were paid. unto the Curates, for the fervice which they afford- 
ed to the People, in Teaching the word of God, in Adminiftring the 
Sacraments, and in performing other Ecclefiaftical F unctions; fo thar 

124. for thefe Minifteries nothing, was paid 5 fome Pious and Rich Perfons 
gave if they pleafed, fomething for the Burying of their dead, or for 
receiving the Sacraments, ‘and, the cuftom went fo far, that. Curtefie mas 
turned into a due Debt, and the quantity. how much was to be paid; was 
alfo brought into-a Cuftom, and came to Controverfies, Secular. wen 
refufing to pay any thing, for the Administration of the Sacrawents, becaufe 
they paid Tythes therefore, and the Clergy-men denying to. perform their 
Funétions, unlef§ there were given them that which was Cuftomary 5 
About the year 1200, Ixnocent the 3d remedyed. this, Diforder, by for- 
bidding the Clergy indeed from Contracting forany thing for their Ad- 
miniftration, and to refufe it to. thofe who would not pay them, and 
commanded they fhould perform the Functions without more ado. But 
after this was done, by Cenfures the Seculars were forced to obferve the 
Laudable Custom. (as the Pope calls it) in paying that. which was ufual, 
putting a great Difference between forcing before-hand: by Contra, 

125. and forcing afterwards by Cenfures, approving this.as Lawful, forbid- 
ding the other as Simoniacal, 

Other wayes Another Novelty was alfo introduced contrary. to. the old Canons, 
of gain. which Contributed much towards their Gain. It was Prohibited:by. the 
Canons, to receive any thing by Donation, or by. Will from feveral forts 
of Publick Sinners 3 .as from Sacrilegious, Perfons,. from him who re- 
mained in Difcord with hisown Brother, from, Harlots.and other {uch 
Perfonss all. thefe Refpects were quite laidvafide, andall indifferently 
received, efpecially the greateft and moft frequent Legacies and Gifts are 
frow Harlots, and from Perfons who through difguftiwith their Relati- 
ons, leave or give to the Church, Thus the Popes of Rome uled great 
diligence to help forward the Purchafing, as well asto prefeérvethe Pow- 
er of Diftributing what was Purchafed; ‘which: (as hath been faid) was 
with fo much Labour and fo much Blood, fnatcht or drawn out of the 

126, hand of Princes, and reduced to the Clergy. To which all the:Ec- 
clefiaftical order, for their own Intereft not only confented, but i, 

€ 
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ed it by: Preaching, and by Writing, alwayes inculcating that it was.az 

Ofurpation of the People, and a Tyranny of Princes to have any fhare of 

medling withthe: Distribution of Benefices, and chiefly with the Elecfioz 

of the Popes and in our dayes one of the Arguments treated on by Ba- 

ronivs, throughout allhis. Azzals, with all opportunity and importuni- 

tyisthis, thatit was with an Impious and a Tyranmcal Ofurpation of 

thofe Princes and» People, to intermeddle in the Election of Bifhops, and 

chiefly of the Pope; not confidering: thatthe beft Popes have been pro- 

vided.by Princes, and that alwayes when Clergy-men only. have made 

the Election, infinite diforders have {prung up: But that which imports 

more, is, that Popes of a moft holy Life, and Emperors of perpetual 

memory, have commended ‘that Practife, and judged it necefiary, net- 

ther can. it be now blamed, without flandering two Dozen of holy 

Popes, and particularly Sé: Gregory; and the Antient Doétrines of the N. 127. 
Councils, and of the holy Fathers. If at firft the Miftery had been 

difcovered, .whereto would have tended this taking away the Invefti- 

tures from Princes; the Clergy would’ not have been perfwaded unto 

Novelty but they believed their own Intereft and liberty were con- : 
cerned, wherefore the Practice began of beftowing Benefices in manner 
abovefaid, every one inhis Diocefs, fome by the Election of the Chap- 
ters, fome by: Collation or fetling of the Bilhop 5 and likewife the Pope 
beltowed thofe iz the Diocef of Rome, and medled not with giving Be- 
nefices out. of his Diocefs, wnlefs{ometimes in one cafe only, that is, when 
any Prelate being gone to*Rowe, either for Devotion or for Bufinefs 
dyed there, and:in his company: there hapned to befome noted Perfon 
of the fame Nation, the Pope immediately Created him in the place of 
the Deceafed, and {ent him back, writing to the Diocefs, or to the Mo- 
naftery, Lamenting the death. of the Deceafed, and confolating them 
with the fubftitution of the Perfon hehad fent them 5 This thing was 
eafily confented unto, as well becaufe it hapned but rarely orfeldom, 
as becaufe it appeared'to be the Popes favour alfo, there being no caufe 
of refufing a Perfon deferving, and)of the fame Country 5 but when 
the news of the death came tothe Place, if the Pope:had made no Pro- 
vifion already in: manner aforefaid;: they {tay'd no longer, but provided 
of themfelves according to Cuftom. In. xothing elfe did'the Pope med- 
dle. with Ecclefastical. Caufés ont of the Diocefs of Rone.’ 

The Pope of Rome. neverthelefs was very deferving from all the Cle- 
rical order, feeing that.fo many Popes with fo much Toyl and Labour, 
together with fo much Blood-fhed hadgained them that Power and 
Dominion over. Benefices, and excluded'the Princes, who from antient 
times, and the People who from the beginning had Poffelfion of that Right, 
wherefore he washeldin great efteem by the Bifhops, who fought to 
eratifie him all the wayes they. could 5 which put the Popes in mind'of 
dealing with the Bifhops after that manner asthe Emperors were wont, 129, 
which:was, to recommend one to them ‘to be provided with a conveni- 
ent Benefice : At firft thefe Requefts feemed: very {trange to the Prin- 
ces, they opening a door by:which Strangers or Outlandifh men got an 
Inlet: to be Beneficyed in.their Kingdoms, and yet they were favoura- 
bly accepted, and:anfwered by. the Bifhops with gratification, who oz) 
~ were intent: on the Excluding of Princes, never thought that another by 
depriving them could: affumeto himfelf the fettlement of Benefices. But 
fhortly after through. the Profitablenefs which: the Court received from 
thofe who made Prefents to obtain the Popes favour, and for the Char- 
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gesof Bulls, they began to multiply the defires and the Recommenda- 
tions of the Pope in {uch a manner, that the Bifhops became deprived 
of almoft all Collations : Whereupon they were fometimes forced to 
pafs without complying with thems the Popes found a Remedy for 
this, by adding Commands unto his Requefts, which were obeyed at 
firft, but for being too frequent, it conftrained the Bifhops to tranfgref3 
the Command, and without Refpet thereunto, or to the Cenfures there- 
in Contained, they made Collations in regard to themfelves and to their 
Churches, and it behoov’d the Pope afterwards to be content fora 
thing done, and to pardon them, feeing there was no other Reme- 


The courfe whereby Benefices were obtained in Rome, would have 
been eafily {topt, but there was a Remedy invented for it at Court, for 
befides the defires and commands, they added an Executor, who ifthe 
Bifhop would not confer the Benefice, he wasto confer it, and to punifh 
the Bifhop befides for Difobedience. However they uled that Method 
but fparingly, and when the Bifhophad been ftubborn. But at laf for 
a quicker difpatchthey came to yield to Prayers, to tne Mandate, and 
to Execution altogether. Wherefore the Churches and the Bifhops fele 
themfelves much aggrieved, and the Princes and the Nations complain- 
ed not only for being deprived of their Faculties, but alfo becaufe by 
that means, the Benetices which by amoft antient cuftom were beftow- 
ed on the Natives, fell all unto ftrangers, who were’ at the Court of 
Rome, whereupon oftentimes thofe were made Bifhops and Curates,who 
under{tood not the Peoples Language, which they were not apt to learn 
by reafon of the great Difference, as many Italians who were Benefi- 
ced in England, and the diforder prew fo great that he (chiefly the Cu- 
rate) who underftood not the Language of the People, was PEER 
by the Pope of Rome from having any Benefice, referving to himfelf 
the Power of Difpenfing, which did not remove the diforder, but only 
encreafed the Charges of the Solliciters or Entreaters, and the Profits 
of the Court, they not {ticking to give the Reverfions unto ftrangers, 
granting them afterwards a Brief of Difpenfation, But although fuch - 
ample Authority which the Court of Rome had affumed to it {elf, was 
difpleafing to men of good zeal, yet: it was moft grateful to a great 


“number of Clergy-men and other Perfons defirous of Benefices, who 


were fubject to Canonical Impediments, which rendred them uncapable: 
This fort of Perfons no Bifhop durft to promote, as retaining the due 
Reverence to the Canons; Neverthelef$ that which no man would do, 
the Pope did eafily, difpenfing againft Canons and. Ecclefiaftical conftt- 
tutions, introducing the faying; de Plevitudine Poteétatis ; and the lit- 
tle claufe, on obStantibus, (a thing unknown and not heard of in fo 
many Ages) which is now put into every Beneficial Bull, yea the Popes 
themfelves in the diftribution of the Benefices of the Roman Church, 
in good time or times of Profperity, made Profeffion of being great- 
er obfervers of the Canons than any other Bifhops; and one of the 
glories of the holy Popes, as may be {een in St. Leo, and his Succeflors 
was the punctual obfervanee of the Canons, firft by themfelves, then 
by otherss neither ought it to be faid, that thefe were of lefs authori- 
ty, but certain it is they were of greater goodnefs and knowledge, and 
they durft not do otherwife, than what. was permitted unto others, 
whereas afterwards every thing was done at Rome, which others durft 
not do elfewhere, | 

St. Barnard 
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St. Barnard who livedin the firft times of thefe Introductions,which 
although they had not paft fo formerly as happenedafterwards, writing 
to Eugenivs, thethird, rebukes them fharply, complaining that the City 
of Rome was the place, whereto the Ambitious, the Covetous, the Si- 
monifts, the Sacrilegious, the Concubine-keepers, and the Inceftuous 
had their Recourfe to obtain Benefices, for they found none who would 
receive them in other places, Reme being the only place, which 
ad that Legal or Lawful, which every where elfe was reputed un- 
Jawful. 

The Popes themfelves could not deny, but that the granting of thefe 
Expedctancies or Reverfions were burdenfome to the Churches, yea 
Gregory the gth C. Mandatum de refcrip. confefleth it with open words, 
wherefore they were reftrained by inferting this little Claufe, Jf we have 
not written for another, bringing into Cuftome, that every Pope might N. 134: 
grant a Reverfion upon any Church, and nomore. Befides they were 
Svont afterwards at their entrance into the Popedom, to revoke all the 
Reverfions granted by their Predeceflor, that their own might take 
place more eafily, or elf that thofe who had obtained them, might be 
neceflitated to have new ones at New Charges, for to Confirm them 
therein; as for Elecfive Benefices, which are Bifhopricks and Abbeys they 
gave no Expectancies or Reverfions, there being no Example of it, for 
they had been beftowed by the Princes, but the Court invented other 
Modesor Wayes, whereby they often drew the Collation of them to 
Rome, fetting forth many Conditions which were neceflarily to be ob- 
ferved, before coming to the EleGtions, and others in the Celebration 
thereof, and requiring divers qualities in the Perfon of the Eleéted,ad- 135: 4 
ding thereunto, that if any of thefe were not obferved, the Electors a 
were for that time deprived of the Power of Choofing, which devolved | 
it felf to Rome 5 Befides this alfo, and for divers Refpetts of the Ele- 
étors, or for other Cautes, there arofe amongft them difficulties about 
thé Election, for which caufe one of the Parties would Appeal to Rome, 
where moft commonly the wrong was given to both, and the Election 
made invalid , and the Collation of the Bifhoprick or Abbey for that 
time was drawn to Rome. Alfo when the Court heard of a vacancy o 
fome good Bifhoprick or Abbey which had happened,it difpatched imme- 
diately a Letter Preceptory, that there fhould beno proceeding to the 
Ele@ion without his knowledge, and with an honett fhew or colour of i 
helping or preventing diforders which might happen, he fent a Perfon ( 
to affift and prefide in the Election, through whofe means by divers i 
wayes and managements, the Eletion was made to fall on him, who | 
was to be the greates? Benefactor to Rome. i 

There happening then tor the caufes above written, that few Electi- 136. i 
ons of Bifhopricks and of Monafteries were Celebrated, but for fome 
of thefe Refpects were examined at Rome, whereupon the Pope me- 
diated or interpofed himfelf' in moft of the fubfequent Elections, co- 
vering it with the honeft Title of Devolution for the publick {ervice, | 
feeing that the uftal Electors wanted of that which was their due, they \ 
thought-it convenient to put to their hand alfo, either by commanding | 
when it feemed to them, that the Electors fhould not come to the E- 
leGion without their leave, or that they fhould not chufe, but by the 
Counfel of fome Perfons nominated by thems thus by different wayes 
they came to afliume fome fhare inthe Elections alfo. Thefe methods 
varioufly ufed according to- the Exigency of Accidents, had ae the 
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Pewer of a Law, but of Customs, or of Reafonablene(s unto the year 
1227, when Gregory thegth having confidered how Lheodofius formed 
the Politick of the Empire, Collected his Refcriptions or Decretals and 
thofe of Preceeding Princesinto a Book,which was afterwards called the 
Lhecdofian Codex : And fustinian having accommodated the Antient 
Laws, according to thetimes then being, and reduced the Decrees of 
his Predeceflors into a Body, he called them the Juftinian Codex, So 
the fame Gregory the 9th, framed a Politic, having reduced into a Body 
all the Refcriptions or Decretals, together with the Accidents which hap- 
pened, ferving to the Roman Greatne(s, and having extended that to 
a common ufe, which had been eftablifhed for a particular place, and 
perhaps for that {pecial cafe.only, and having abolifhed others, called 
that Book the Decretal of Gregory the 9th, which began to lay the 
Foundation, and to eftablith the Roman Monarch , chiefly in Beneficial 
matters, in which Book there is much more cencerning the Edification 
of Law-fruits, than concerning the Edification of Souls, 

The old Collectors of Canens, Particularly Gratiav, made a Colle- 
ction of all that he accounted proper to the Papal greatnefs, yet not 
without Changes, Alterations, and F alfifications alfo of the Places from 
whence the Sentences were taken, and “twas believed by him hehad raifz 
ed that Authority to the greateft height it could attain unto, and for 
thofe times he was not miftaken; but Afairs being altered, that Com- 
pilement was not for his purpofe, but after that which he called fis 
Decree, followed this Decretal, which gave no fatisfacion neither, but 
from time to time as the Popes advanced in Authority, they framed 
new Rules for themfelves, fo that in the matter of Benefices, neither 
the Decree, nor the Decretal, nor the Ses#o have any more Room, but 
other Rules as fhall be fpokenof. 

The great Method which the Court of Rome ufed in beftowing of 
fo many Benefices, drew thither all forts of Clergy-men, thofe who had 
none to gain fome, and thofe who had, to aipire unto greater or bet- 
ter : So that befides the old caufes this alfo was added, that many be- 
came von-Refident; which the Court could not diflemble, for every 
Diocefs complained that the Churches were without Government, and 
attributed the caufe of the Evil where it truly was, wherefore ‘twas re- 
folved fome Provifion fhould be made for it. T hereforeit feemed not 
convenient to the Popes of thefe times to proceed as formerly with 
Caftigations, becaufe the diforder was too common, as alfo becaufeit 
would have been a means to fend all out of Rome, which if it fhould 
have been done, the Court would have remained empty, and every 
one would have endeavour'd to obtain Benefices from his Bifhop, near 
to whom he was perfonally, rather thanto fend Salaries, and Meflen- 
gersto Rome, for the obtaining of Expectancies or Reverfions; How- 


_ ever a Medium was found by making of Laws, which commanded Re- 


fidency to that fort of Beneficed men, who could expeé but little from 
the Court, {peaking nothing of others; Thus Alexander the 3d in the 
year 1179, commanded Refidency to all Beneficed Perfons who had, 
the Cure of Souls : Then ’twas added alfo, all thofe who had Digni- 
ties, Adminiftrations, or Canon-fhips 5 of other inferior Beneficed men 
‘twas never faid they were obliged to Refidency, and much le& were 
they commanded to Refide, wherefore by little and little they account- 
ed themfelves not obliged to it 5 in {uch manner there arofe a Diftin- 
ction of Benefices, fome of which required Refidency, and others Simply 

which 
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which obliged not thereunto s wherefore the Dottors declared the Pro- 
grefs, that de Fure allare obliged untoRefidency, not being able to fay 
otherwife without perverting Antiquity, but through cuftomthey fay 

fingle Benefices Excepted. 

It was. a moft common faying : Beweficiwus datur propter Officium, where- 
fore thefe being difobliged from Refidency, having no Office, it feem- 
ed that the fingle Benefice remained as a vain thing inthe Church. For 
which they found aremedy by an Equivocation. The Canonical hours 
which at firft were Celebrated inthe Church, by all the Fraternity, and 
afterwards fome made it Lawful for themfelves to fay them privately, 
about the year 800, they acquired thename of Offieium divinum, which N. 141. 
being Celebrated by all, either in common orin private, the truth of 
the Propofition-was faved : Beneficium datur propter Officitm 5 that isto 
fay, for repeating the divine Office, not for ferving the faithful People 
refiding in the Churches, and exercifing the chargeas formerly, and this 
is that Officinne, anwerable unto Beneficium. Therefore the Confcience 
of many Beneficed men being fecured by this means, that they might be 
abfent from the Church of the Benefice, it {eemed alfo neceflary to find 
outa way that when it had been needful to caufe any sone of thofe to 
remain at Court, who was obliged to Refidency, it might be done with- | 
out derogating from the Laws. Whereupon Hoxorivs the 34 about the 4 
year 1220, declared that he who was in the Popes Service, fhould not | 
be obliged to refide ; ‘nothing elfe remained, but to find a way how they i 
might take away Refidency from {ome Rich Benefice under Cure, which 
failed not 3 for it being an ordinary thing forthe Parfon of the Parifh 142. 
at times when he isLawfully hindred, to appoint a Vicar to ferve for 
him, allowing hima convenient Stipend fo it is found, that they might 
(but with the Popes Authority) Create a perpetual Vicar, appointin | 
him a fufficient Portion, and leaving the remainder to the Rector, oblig- | 
ing that Vicar unto Refidency, although the Rector draws the greateft 
part of the Income, and remains free himfelf, whofe fhare becomes as a 
fingle Benefice, and that of the Vicar remains for the Curates Provifion. 
And asit was unknown to the Antient Church, that any Benefice was 
given but for the Office fake, and therefore every one is obliged to exe- 
cute his Office Perfovally; fo there was never one man deputed unto 
two Charges or Offices, not only for being impoffible when they areto 
be exercifed in different places, but allo becaufe thofe holy men ac- 
counted it no {mall matter to perform one well, and there are many Ca- i 
nons, to which ancient Inftitutions are referr’d, that one cannot beOr- 5.42, i 
dained to two Titles, norferve in two Churches. i 

In thofe times when Benefices were diftinguifhed into {uch as have Pe- Benefices 
fidency, and fuch as have not; Confequently ‘tis come to be faid, that Se 
of thole, where it is not neceflary to fervem ones own Perfon, aman a 
may have more than one, and there arofe a diftinGtion of Compatible, » .ncGces Pa. 
and of Incompatible Benefices ; thofe which require Refidency, are Iv- tible and tn. 
compatible among{t themfelves, a man being not able to divide himfelf compas: ts 
into different places, but thefe with others, and they amongft themfelves i 
are Compatible, {eeing it isnot necetlary to ferve Perfonally. 

However inthe Beginning, they proceeded inthis matter with great 
Refpect, and wentno further than to fay only, when a Benefice was not 
fufficient for the Glerks Living, he might have another Incompatible, 
but they never durft go on to the third, much lefs unto the fecond, if 
the firft had beenfufficient. The Authority was never extended farther 
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unto the Bifhop, but ‘twas added to the Pope, that he might have Au- 
and this futhiciency for living is cut out very largely by the Goons 
for they fay that a meer Priefts Living,comprehends not only the Main- 
tenance of the Perfon Beneficed, but for his Family, for his Kindred, 
for three Servants, and for one Horfe, and alfo to receive {trangers 5 
But when the Beneficyed was Noble or Learned, fo much more befides 
that, as might equalize his Nobility, and that which they fay for Bifhops 
is wonderful 5 and for Cardinals, let the Common faying of the Court 
futhce : A-quiparantur Regibus, Equal to Kings, But all this proceed- 
ing with the ordinary terms, that through difpenfation every Canonift 
holds that the Pope may grant toone, to hold what number of Bene- 
fices he pleafeth, and de fato, Difpenfations of the plurality of Benefi- 
ces went on fo far, that Fohz the 22d, about the year 1320,revoked them 
all, reftraining the Difpenfations unto two Benefices only, which bein 
done with referving to himfelf the difpofing of others, (as fhall be de- 
Clared in {peaking of referves) ‘twas not then believed, he had doneit 
to take away the Abufe, but for gain, chiefly, becaufe that Pope was 
a fubtil inventor of wayes to encreafe the Treafury, and time gave Te- 
{timony thereof; for it returned not only toits Priftine Plurality, but 
alfo unto greater, and as far as our times, we have feen, and do fee, 
Difpenfations without meafure. All the Canonifts and the Cafuifts agree 
that fuch Difpenfes ought ftill to be given for a Lawful Caufe, and that 
the Pope fins, if he grants them without it : But if that which is of value 
in the Difpenfation granted without Lawful Caufe, be excufed, they 
do not agree, 

Others fay, that it excufeth before God, and before men; others that 
it ferves to avoid the Penalty of the Canonical Laws, and that inCon- 
{cience, and before God it avails not. This opinion ts followed by the 
mo{t Godly men, the firft is moft grateful to the Court, who is not 
pleafed to have any Law impofed which may regulate the Popes Au- 
thority, chiefly in Beneficial matters ; becaufe fome of them hold alfo, 
though with great contention of others, that the Pope can alfo grant 
many cured Benefices through Difpenfation, however they have not 
made ufe of that opinion, feeing they have found out other wayes to 
beftow many cured Benefices, with Colour and Pretext which fhould 
appear but one, and thefeInventions took beginning in the times above- 
faid. One of thefe wayes is Union, the other Commendation, of which 
it will behoove us to fpeak anon. 

“Twas amoft Antient thing, that when a People by Accidents of 
War, of Plague, or by Inundation was reduced to fuch a fall number 
that it could not fupport the Charges for the Maintenance of a Mini- 
{ter, the Bifhop gave the Cure of that People unto the Neighbouring 
Parifh, and together with that, applyed the {mall Incomes, and this was 
called Oxiting of two Parifbes. 1m like manner when Cities were dimi- 
nifhed or waited, and therefore could not maintain the Bifhop conve- 
niently, the Metropolitan with the Bifhops aflembled. in Councel, gave 
two or more to one Bifhop, and thefe Cities were called United 3 as 
likewife on the contrary, when the number of People encteafed, and 
that one man only could not fupply all, one Cure became divided into 
two 5 yea unto thefe prefent times thefe Methods are Commendably 
ufed, which are for the Service of God, for Spiritual Benefit, and for 
conveniency of the People, But after they proceeded to make unions 

alfo 
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alfo for the Conveniency of fome Pious Place, by which means fome 
Benefices became united to fome Bifhoprick, or to fome Monaftery,or to 
{ome poor Hofpital, by virtue of which union the Party Beneficyed feems 
andeed to have two Benefices, but intruth he hath but one. Humane 
fubtilty invented, (being willing to give two incompatible Benefices to 
one Perfon) to unite the one unto the other during his Life, fo that 
giving him the Principal, the United was alfo given by Confequence, 
by which means it faves very well the Law of having but one Benefice 
in appearance, but in the Exiftence there is nothing but the obfervance 
of th words, with Tranfereffion of the fenfe s The Furifconfults callit the 
fraud of the Law. This {erved alfo that they might give a Cured Be- 
nefice to a young ftriplin or boy, or to any other illiterate Perfon, and 
without being obliged to receive Sacred Orders, by uniting the Cured 
Benefice to a fingle one, during Life, and Confering the fimgle ove in T7- 
tle, the Benclicyary remained the Curates Patron alfo; and the words 
of the Law were very well obferved. But the Power of Oniting Be- 
nefices for Life, was never granted to the Bifhops for any Caufe what- 
ever, but referved to the Pope of Rome only : Some Lawyers call it an 
Union in the Name, butin Fad itis a Relaxation of the Lam, and they 
hold it for Damnable, wherefore alfo in fome Kingdoms it hath been 
prohibited. It waslong ufed by the Roman Court, now ‘tis no more 
in ufe, no more than many other Cautelous things,not to call them Frands 
like thefe which fpeak too Legally for the Caufes, as fhall be declared 
when we come to our times. 

The Commendum had alfo a good Antient Inftitution, for whenan E- 
lective Benefice became Vacant, either Bifhoprick, Abbey, or elfe a 
Living which was Jus Patronatus, for which the Ordinary out of fome 
Refpect could not provide immediately, the care whereof was recom- 
mended by the Superior, to fome worthy Perfon, until Provifion fhould 
be made, neverthelefs that Perfon had not Power to make ufe of the 
Incoms, but only to Govern them, and for this an Excellent man was 
chofen, who ufually was a Beneficd man, to whom the recommended 
Cure was a burden, with which he was torbe contented for the Church 
fervice only. This could not be called, having a Benefice recommend: 
ed unto him but very improperly 5 and therefore in Reality he had not 
two Benefices, although to make no difficulty of fpecch, there arofea 
Maxime amongft the Cavoniits, that a man might have two Bevejices, 
the onein Title, the other in Commendum, which Comurendum at firft 
la{ted but until Provifion were made, afterwardsthey Commended for 
a good while, which fometimes was long enough, wherefore the Pope 
of Rome forbad the Bifhops from Commending for above fix months, 
not making the Rule for himfelf, but by a Court Style the Commendum 
contracted a little Cuftom not altogether Commendable, which was,hat 
when the Pope had a mind to give any man a Benefice, it could not be 
done, either for want of Age, or becaufe the Benefice was Monacal,and 
the Perfon Secular, or for fome other refpeé& he Commended it to him 
fo long, that he might acquire the neceflary qualities for to have the Ti- 
tle of it. 

But finally about the year 1350, all Refpeéts being laid afide, the 
Popes holding the other Bifhops {triatly to the Term of fixmonths, they 
Proceeded to give the Commendum for Life, which if it be given to one 
who hath in Title another Incompatible Benefice, heobferves very well 
the words of the Law, that two Benefices cannot be given, but onein 
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. Title, and the other in Commendum 3 but the fenfe is defrauded, becaufe 
H that which 1s Commendatory for Life, as touching the Profits, is like 
unto the Titular; alfo giving a Benefice in Covzmendum to one who hath 
not the qualities required by the Canons, doth not difagree with the 
Words thereof,‘ but ‘tis given to him in Deed, and not givento him in 
Words : the Commendums of Bifbopricks and other Benefices are almoft 
out of ufe in Italy : There remains fome Abbeys for the Caufes which in 
our times fhall be declared. 

By the means abovefaid, the Popes drew to themfelves great {hare 
of the Beneficial Difpofals, in all the Chriftian Kingdoms of the Weff, 
| but in the Faffer2 Churches, he was never fuffered to difpofe of an A- 
" tome, not only inthe laft Ages of that Empire, when the Greeks were 
N. 152. totally divided, but likewife in the firft Ages alfo, when they were uni- 
ted into a Body, except that in Syria and in Greece, in the timesand in 
: the places which were under the Dominion of the French, and of the 
Venetians. But the Popes Letters which difpofed of Benefices in man- 
ner abovefaid, although they were indeed for the moft part obey’d, yet 
neverthelefs not without fome Complaint and Murmuring, putting it of- 

tento difpute, whetherthe Pope could do this or that. 

In Italy none oppofed the Pope, unlefs fome Pious man for Refpect 
of Confcience, and forthe Service of God, it being befides profitable 
to the Italians, for fuch were the Roman Courtiers, who by meansofthe 
Popes ample Authority, received Incoms from Beyond the Alps. In 
Spain the Prudence of that Nation in their Prattice, deluded the Arts of 
the Court. 

In Exgland, as in a Region where the Benefices were many and Rich, 
the Roman Courtiers made great gains, wherefore in the year 1232, a 

153. League was made inthat Kingdom, between the Exglifh Clergy-men, and 
the Souldiers, againft the Roman Clergy-men Beneficed in that [fand, 
who were {poyled of their Goods and Incoms 3 The Pope Com- 
manded the King under pain of Excommunication, that he fhould 
Chaftize or Punifh, and Perfecute them with Temporal Arms, and that 
the Prelates fhould Excommunicate them; But they were found tobe 
fo numerous, that the King durft not meddle with them, neither did 
the Prelates dare to make ufeof their Spiritual Weapons. The Affairs 
remained quiet for a few years, whereupon Pope Innocent the 4th, a 
Genoz/é took frefh Courage, and fent one Martiz his Kinfman, by whofe 
means he renew the Fafhions of the Court, upon which the Exglifh 
had Recourfe to the King, Complaining that the Italians got Poflefli- 
on of all Benefices; The King Banifhed Martiz from the Kingdom, and 
caufing an Account to be made of how much the Pope drew out of Ex- 
gland, he found it tobe equal to his own Revenue, which is fixty thou- 
fand Marks 5 The King propofed fome of thefe Differencesto the Coun- 
cat Lions, making Complaint of the abovefaid grievances, whereto 
the Pope anfwered, the Council was not Affembled for that purpofe,and 
thatit was notimeto harken toit. 

154, In the faid City of Lions during the time of the Council, the Pope 

would have given to his Kinfmen fome Prebendaries of thofe Churches, 
upon which there was a great Commotion in the City, and the Pope 
had notice given him, that they fhould be thrown into the Rhone, 

wherefore the Pope fent them away privately. 
For all this the Court left not offits Defigns, butin the year 1253, the 
fame Pope Commanded ‘Robert Bifhop of Teele (a man in thofe times 
Famous 
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Famous in Dottrine and in Goodnefs) that he fhould. confer a certain 
Benefice wpon the Genoese againft the Canons, which appearing inconve- 
nient and unjuft to the Bifhop, he anfwered the Pope, that he Honour'd 
Apoftolical,Commands Conformable to Apoftolical Dodtrine, wherefore 
that on obftantibus is a Deluge of inconftancy, a Breach of Faith, a 
difturbance of the quietnefs of Chriftendom 5 that it is a grievous Sin 
to defraud the Sheep of their Pafture; that the Apoftolical See had all 
Power to Edification, none to destroy. This Anfwer received, the Pope 
grew wroth exceedingly 5 But Cardinal Egidiws a Spaniard, being a 
Prudent man, endeavour'd to Mitigate him, reprefenting to him, that 
to proceed againft a man of fuch Reputation, for a caufe fo abhorr'd 
by the World, could not bring forth a good Effect. But whilft the 
Pope ftudyed. to thew his Refentment, Robert fell fick, and to the end 
of his Life held the fame Reafons, and dyed withan Opinion of Holy- 
nefs, and ‘twas fam’d that he wrought Miracles. The. Pope hearing of 
his Death, caufed a Procefs to be formed for the King, to difinter the 
dead mans Corps: But the night following, in a Vifion or ina Dream he 
had Robert in Pontifical Robes, who Rebuked him for perfecutitig his 
memory, and fmote him on the Flank with the But-exd of his Crofer- 
Staff : The Pope awoke with an exceflive Pain in that Place, which 
affiéted him unto his Death, that happened within a fhort time 
after. 

In the year 1258, Alexander the 4th Excommunicated the Arch-Bi- 
foop of York for the like Caufe, who perfevering in his Deliberation, 
endured the Perfecution with much Patience, and drawing, neer to his 
Death, wrote a very Prudent Letter to the Pope, exhorting him to 
imitate his Holy Predeceflors, and to take away the Dammageable 
Novelties from the Church, and from his own Souls He dyed withthe 
Opinion of a Saintand a Martyr. | ) 

In thefe times “twas likewife neceflary in France, to make a Provili- 
on, which I fhall relate after having given notice, that for thefe and 
for other Impediments which the Princes and the Bifhops oppofed a- 
gainft the endeavours of the Court, which never thought of giving o- 
ver : For Clement the 4th, in the year 1266, refolved to lay the Foun- 
dations, whereby he, or his Succeflors, might declare themfelves to be 
abfolute Patrons all the Gollations of Benefices throughout the World, 
and remove the neceflity of finding out Wayes and Arts to draw the 
Collations unto Rome, and made a Bull, which concluded nothing elfe 
but the Refervation of the Vacanté in Curia, faying, that the Collation- 
ing of them by an Antient Cuftom is referved to the Pope, and there- 
fore he approved of this Cuftom, and wild it to be obferved; But to 
conclude this alone; So much an Hyppothetical Premium can do, in fay- 
ing that although the plenary Difpofal of all Benefices, belongs to the 
Pope of Rome, fo that he may not only confer them when they become 
Vacant, but he may alfo before Vacancy grant a Right for the acqui- 
ring of them Neverthelefs the Antient Cuftom hath more efpecially 
referved the Vacanti in Curia, Wherefore we approve of that Cuftom. 
If the Pope had made a concluding Edi&, that the Difpofal of all Be- 
nefices belonged to him, the World would have ftir'd in it, and aswell 
the Clergy-men as Princes, and other Lay-Patrons would have declared 
their Reafons. But this Propofition being put into a Conditional with- 
out a Conclufion, went on eafily without any notice taken of how 


much it might Import. But two years after, that is, im the year 1268, 
with- 
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without having any Refpect unto this Bul, St. Lewis King of France, 
N.158. {ceing that the Provifions made by the Queen Regent his Mother, du- . 
ring his Minority, and during his Abfence in the Holy Land, were 
not fufficient to remove the Confufions introduced inthe matter of Be- 
Pragmatic Mefices, made his famous Pragwatick, wherein he Commanded, that Ca- 
Sanction. — thedval Churches fhould have their Elections Free, and the Monafteries 
likewafe, that all other Benefices fhould be given according to the Dit 
pofition of the Law, and that no Impofition of the Court of Rome 
could be levied upon Benefices without his Confent,-and the Churches 
of his Kingdom. This Holy Kings going into Africa againft the Mores, 
and his Death which happened 1a the year 1270, and the need the 
Houle of Avjou had of the Popes Favour, to fettle his Kingdom in Naples, 
and to recover that of Sicily, and the Power ‘whichthe Pope granted 
to the King of impofing Tythes under Pretext of the War of the Ho- 
ly Land, were caufe, that the French eafily permitted the Court of Rome 
59. to regain the fame Authority; whereupon in the year 1398, Bouiface 
the8th placed the Constitution of Clement in the Decretals, and made 
that ‘That which was {aid Hypothetically and Incidentally, became the 
Principal, and to give it the greater Authority, he expofed under the 
name of Clewent, leaving it dubious, whether it were the 4tb or the 
34. Therefore now infome Copies it is Read the 3d, in others the 4th, 
For which caufe this Propofition was given to be believed at firft, ze. 
That the plenary Difpofal of all EccleGastical Benefices belongs to the Pope, 
which is pretended to be meant in a Senfe not altogether perverted, 
which is, that the Pope fhould have full Power, but get Regulated by the 
Laws, and by Reajfow: A little after Clement the 5th made void all good 
underftanding, by faying, that the Pope had not only full Power, bug 
alfo free over all Bevefives, which freedom is underftood by the Cazo- 
vijts, Exempt fromall Laws, and Reafon; fo that he may doll that 
he pleafeth, notwithftanding the Reafon, or the Iftereft, of whatfoever 
Church, or of Particular Perfon, yea even of a Lay-Patron. This 
160. Propofition is put into the Bulls upon every occafion, and there is no 
Canonift but paflethit for clear, yea foran Article of Faith, faying, that 
the Pope inthe Collation of any Benefice whatever , may Concur with 
the Ordinary, and alfo prevent it, andif it fo pleafe him, he may alfo 
give Authority to whom hethinks fit, enabling him in like manner to 
Concur with the Ordinary, or to prevent it, as they have fince givez 
this Faculty unto Legates, witha general Conftitution. 
Election of There is nothing more Wonder-worthy in the Confideration of Be- 
aa Fee vefces, than (it being as clear as the light at noon day) that the Eledi- 
Faithful. 072 of Ministers was at Jirft by the Faithful Peeple, thenit pafled unto 
the Princes, after the Chriftian Faith being received, they minded the 
Affairs of the Church, and finally it was reduced unto the Ecclefiafti- 
161. cal Order only, the Seculars being excluded by the Management of Gre- 
gory the 7th, and his Succeflors, yet there ftillremained in each Diocefs, 
the Election and the Collation of Benefices, and of their Offices, which 
fince by little and little the Popes of Rome have aflumed to themfelves 
by the wayes abovefaid, andto be faid hereafter 5 Neverthtlefs the Ca- 
vonifis (either out of Animofity, or becaufe it is not their Profeflion to 
know any thing befides the Decretals) have faid, and. do fay in our 
dayes, without Refpeét unto the Notorious Truth which is againtt it, 
that heretofore the Pope provided all Bijhopricks, and. other Benefices, 
and that he afterwards out of Favour, granted the Eledion ta the 
Chapters, 
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Chapters, and the Collation unto the Bifhops, itis not tobe doubted 
but one day it ought to be anfwered in the Articles of our Faith, for 
making a Dottrine to pafsinto the Church, whichis fo dire@ly contra- 
ry to what they caufed to be Preached in Former times, when Avél- 
mus Bifbop of Lucca, who wrote three Books again{t Gilbert the Axti- 
Pope, in favour of the faid Gregory the 7h, which are {till to be found, 
throughout all the fecond of which by the Authority of the Popes, N. 162: 
.. of the Holy Fathers, of general Councels, by the Cuftom obferved 
+ from the Apoftles time unto his, who wrote in the year 1080, Proves 

that the Election of Bifhops by hin called Popes, belonged to the” Clergy 
and to the People of the fame Diocefs, and that the moft Pious Empe- 
rors Conffantine, Conftant, Valentinianus, Theodofiws, Honorius, Carolus, 
Ludovicus, and other excellent men for Faith, and in Religion ever 
violated fuch a Cuftom obferved in the Holy Church from the- Apoftles 
time, and a Conftitution of Carolws, and Ludovicus Piws, beng born 
or Contained in the Chapitolar, that Bifhops fhould be elected by the Cler- 
gy and by the People of their own Diocefs according to the Cazons, faith, 
that this Conftitution is moft agreeable to that of the Holy Fathers,and 
nolef§than if by the Nicexe Conncel, or by any other Geveral Synod it 
had been Promulgated by the Holy-Ghoft, through the Mouth of thofe 
Emperors, where ‘tis feen that to take the EleGion out of the Hands of 
Princes, they held for a Tradition, that, the Contrary of which they 163 
are willing now adayes, fhould be Written by the Canonifts, and Be- 
lieved by us, fo that of neceflity the Canonifts muft Err, or elfe the 
Allegations of the Bifhop of Lucca haveerred : And if the Ordination 
of Bifbops in their Diocefés after the manner aforefaid, was the Liberty 
of each one of the Churches, as.the Fathers and the Councels taught, 
and granted themby our Lord Fefws Chrisé 5 Let not thofe talk fo dif- 
orderly, who fay the Court hath put all the Churches in Bondage under 
pretext of defending them their, Liberty. , 

Seek this time, that having fpoken in divers Occafions of different 
wayes of gaining Eftates to the Churches, I toucht the manner of pre- 
ferving them, whichis by Prohibiting all manner of Alienations; a thing aticnations. 
Diametrically contrary to that_ which the Primitive Church obferved. 
Wherefore if when twas Lawful by the Laws of the Prince, for the 
Churches to purchafe Eftates in Land,they might retain thofe which were 164. 
given or bequeathed, ‘twas therefore in the Bifhops Liberty, notonly to 
sake ufe of the Incomes, but alfo to fell the very Eftates to difcharge 
the neceflary Expences in Maintaining the Minifters and the Poor, as 
alfo to give or beftow according to Exigencies; And the Authority of 
Difpenfator granted to the Bihop, did not extend to the Fruits only, as 
at prefent, but alfo unto the Eftateit (elf, and to other Chapters, which 
at firft was Adminiftred with Sincerity, fo that there arofe no incon- 
veniency thereby, and lafted a long time in Poor Churches, where the 
Eftates being but fmall, and the Bifhops of no great Authority, there 
was no matter or caufe of Tranfgreflion : But in Rich Churches, and 
great ones, where the Reputation Ertiboldened the Bifbops to attempt 
that which would not have been permitted unto all, and Abundance 
gave matter of being able to make ufe of fome part Arbitrarily, the 
Bifhops began to exceed the Bounds of Modefty, from Difpenfing, they 
came toDiffipating, againft which it was requifite to provides neither 
the Provifion proceeded not from the Clergy-men, but from Secular 
men, to whofe prejudice it was; For the Publick Eftate of the ee 165. 
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being leflened, the Clergy were not fuffered to take their’ Living, who 
were the firft, but the Poor who remained to the laft. 

In the moft Principal Churches, which were Rome, atid Con/tantino- 
ple, the Provifion wasalfo firft neceflary, wherefore Leo’ the Emperor, 
by a Law of his, Azzo. 470, Prohibited the Church of Constantinople 
from every Alienation, and inthe year 483; Baftlivs Cecina Prefect ws 
Pretorius of King Odoacre in Rome, the See of Szmplicivs being Vacant, 
by a Decree made in the Church, Ordained that the Eftate of the Re- 
man Church {hould not be Altenated, which: was not found ftrange by 
three Succeeding Popes, but in the year 502, Odoacre being extiné, 
and all his Power; Siwmacus the Pope -Aflembled a Councel of all Jia 
ly, wherein he propofed asa great Abfurdity, that a Lay-wan fhould 
have made Conftitutionsin the Church, andby Confent of the Coun- 
cel declared them Null: But left 1 fhould appear that this would tend 
to diforder, a Decree was made in theCoutncel, that the Pope of Rome 
and the other Minifters of that Church, fhould not be able to Alienate, 
{pecifying that the Decree fhould not oblige other Churches, but the Ro- 
man only. 

The following times fhewed there was need of the fame Lawin all 
the Churches, wherefore Ava‘tabws extended Leo's Law to all the 
Churches fubject to the Patriarch of Constantinople, to all which he 
Prohibited the Power of Alienating. 

But Justinian the Emperor, in the yeat 535, made a Con {titution Ge- 
meral for all the Eaftern, Western, and African Churches, and alfo for 
all Pious Places, Prohibiting the Power of Alienating, excepting only 
to Feed the Poor in cafe of extraordinary Famine, and to releafé Pri- 
foners, in which Cafes Alienation was granted Conformable to’ the An- 
tient Cuftom, of which S#. Ambrofé makes mention, that not only Pof 
feflions, but alfo the Veflels were fold for fuch Caufes. Fustinian s Law 
inthe Wef? was obferved in following times, until that Rowe remained 
under the Eastern Empire, and there are many Epiftles of St. Gregories, 
which make mention of Eftates Alienated for the Redemption of 
Slaves. But from the times of Pelagiws the 2d, unto Adrian the x5, 
for 200 years the Expence was incredible which the Rowaz Church made 
for to recompence it felf on the Lumbards, as well to caufe themto 
raife the Sicges, as that they fhould not moleft the Country, and S#. 
Gregory gives good Teftimony of it in his time - The Doétrine which 
runs at prefent was not then in Credit, that Ecclefiaftical. Eftates are 
exempt from Common neceflities, but quite Contrary; thofe were 
the firft that were to be expended before they came to lay Contributi- 
ons upon private Houfes. 

Much lefs did it ever come into thought of putting into Controver- 
fie the Authority of Princes, about making Laws; becaule befides the 
perpetual obfervance, there was the folid Foundation, that thefe were 
the Churches Goods, that is, belonging to the Common, and to the 
Congregation of the Faithful, fo that it concerned the proper Office of 
the Prince, to procure the Confefvation of them. 

Afterwards, when the Evpire was Eftablifhed on Charlemain, the Ro- 
man Laws remaining without Authority, the abufe returned, whereup- 
on divers Prohibitions were made by diversCouncels, chiefly in France 
where the Diflipation was greater. 

But after that, the Rowan Popes had affumed the greateft {hare of the 
Government of other Churches, feeing that a General Prohibition 
wrought 
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wrought butlittle Effect, the Prelates wanting no Pretexts, to except 
every particular cafe from the Common Law, they made divers Ordi- 
nances from the year 1000, unto the year 1250, prefcribing certaiti 
little Forms of Solemnity, which ferved for a Bridle, and for an Impe- 
diment. But in this time whereof we fpcak, Innocent the 4th, began 
to declare Nv// the Alienations made without thofe Conditions, and 
Gregory the 1oth, inthe Councel at Lions Anno, 1274, Ordained they N. 169. 
fhould not be able to Alienate, without leave from the Pope, befides 
the Solemnities abovefaid alfo; which hath been obferved, and is {till 
obferved unto our dayes, never granting any Alienation but upon evi- 
dent Utility, which hath not wanted for thofe who have noted it for 
an exprefs Iniquity, fecing that in Contracts never any man fecks for o- 
ther, than for Equality, and more cannot be, but with detriment to a- 
nother, {pecially the Canonifts, to {pecify what thing this Utility ought 
to be, which the Church ought to receive in Alienation, fome fay it 
ought to be the Fourth part, others the Third part of the Value; So 
that they quite left off felling, to feed the Poor in time of extraordi- 
nary Famine, or to redeem Captives, it being Interpreted to bea dam- 
mage, and notan Utility tothe Church. Thus things are turned about, 
that which heretofore was a work of a high Perfection in. Chriftians, as 
felling, and giving to the Poor, would now be fubjeCtto grievous Cen- 170: 
fures, but Perfection is in retaining Ecclefiaftical Eftates, which much 
lefS cannot be exchanged without Evident Utility, and the Probibiti- yy ice of pre 
ons for Alienating, which were made againft the Clergy-men, in favour hibirions. 
of the Laity, are turned about againft the Laity, in favour of the 
Clergy. 

Bae returning to the Declaration of Clement the 4thand 5th, and to 
the Common Doétrine, that the Pope may Concur, and prevent every 
Collator of Bevefices, this was of no great Profit, faving inthe Vacant 
Benefices of the Neighbouring places tothe Court, fo that the Vacancy 
might be {peedily known there, for as totiching thofe at a Diftarice, his 
being able to Concur, orto prevent, was of little ufe, becaufe before 
it could be known at Court, the Provifion was made by the Ordinary, 
and hadiffued the Effet, or caft Lots: Wherefore ‘twas invented, that 
which became a total Mutation in the matter of Bewefices, and deftroys 
totally the Antient Inftitution of all the Catholick Church, this is the pefervationss 
Reférvation, which is a Decree whereby the Pope declares before a Benefice 
becomes Vacant, that when it fhall be Vacant, no man fhall confer it, and 17% 
the Collation which any one foall make, is to be of none Effed. And be- 
caufe this is an odious matter as the Glo/s faith well, to make it be re- 
ceived by the World, and fwallowed down fweetly, ‘twasin its begin- 
ning ufed {paringly, by reafon the abfolute Refervation feemed too 
hard, which Clement the 4th had made of the Vacanti in Curia, where- 
upon Gregory the 1oth reftrained it to a month only, permitting the 
ordinary Provifions might be made after that. Clement the 5th added 
thereunto the Refervation of the Cathedral Church, and of St. Cros’s 
Monaftery in Bordeaux for once; Pope Fohn the 22d, his Succefior ftretcht 
the Step a little further, and made a Conftitution to Reform the Plx- 
rality of Benefices, Prohibiting the keeping of more than one Curate, 
and another without a Cure with Difpenfation, excepting the Cardinals, 
Commanding that he who had more, fhould refignthem, and forthe 172. 
future that he who had one Cured Benefice, and fhould receive ano- 
ther, wasto refignup the Firft, and thofe which were refigned, yeti: 
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be referved to his Difpofal; The Bu/for the apparent end of taking 
away the Plurality of Bevefices, was a {pecious Refervation, though 
it had no other end than the Profit of the Court, pafled away asa 
thing acceflory, and which feemed at firft fight without Burthen, becaufe 
as yet the end whereto it tended was not difcovered. 

Here ‘tis neceflary to make a little Halt, becaufethis Pope gave many 
Examples unto his Succeflors for the Collationing of Bevefices, which 
ferved to heap up Treafures : He divided many Bithopricks, and whena 
Rich Bewefice became Vacant, he was wont to give itto a man who al- 
ready had another f{omewhat inferior to it, giving that which was Va- 
cant to another, prevailing fo far in this manner, that fometimes for one 
Vacant, he made fix Provifions or Promotions, by transferring alwayes 
from one lefs Rich, to another more Rich, and by providing the leaft 
or Pooreft with a new Beneficiated; fo that all were Contented and all 
paid. He invented alfo the Avwate or firft Fruits, abarthen upon Be- 
nefices never heard of before him, and which for fometimes Created ve- 
ry great Scandals. When Evperors or Kings Conferrd any Benefices, 
if thofe who afpired to them made any Donative, or elfe Contraéted 
with the Prince or with his Minifters, to give any fhare of the Fruits 
and Incomes of the Bexefices for to Obtain them, this was then moft 
fharply rebuked by the Popes, who called it an unlawful thing, alledging 
the Gofpel; Gratis accepistis, gratis date, and calling the Recett of 
gifts, or of a part of the Fruits, a fale of Spiritual things, anda Con- 
tract by Symone, fome proceeding to call iv Herefe, though fome were 
not wanting in thofe times to give their Opinion, and fay, that the Mt- 
niftery of Chrift, and the Authority of /oofizg and binding wasa difte- 
rent thing ftom the Pofleflion of Temporal things annexed:to a Benefice, 
and that by reafon of this Temporality, it was not difagrecing, that 
the Prince fhould receive fome fhare for the neceflities of the Common 
Wealth, and of thisa Solemn Difpute was: alfo made. 

But this Anfwer {fatisfied not. Pious and learned men; for although 
the Revenue of Bexefices be a Temporal thing, yet the Right and Title 
by which they ‘are Poffefied, is a Spiritual thing : It appeared to all 
men, and ftillit doth appear, that with good Reafons thefe Methods 
of the Popes were reproved , and called Stony. This Defe& was 
made ufe of for the firft Pretext for taking away the Co/ation of Be- 
nefices from Princes. But the Pope of Rome, having by the Progref- 
fes above written, gained great part of the Power whereof the Empe- 
rors were fpoyled 5 Fohx the 22d, Avzo.1316. Ordained that for three 
years, every man who Obtained a Bewefice of a greater Income than 
24 Ducats, ought at the Expedition of his Ball pay a years Revenues 
The three years being expired, the fame was continued as well by him, 
as by his Succeffors, although fome Refiftance was made in divers pla- 
ces, and in fome others they were received to pay half 2 years Rent 
only, and in other places a certain fort of Bevefices, was only obliged 
topay, theothers remaining excepted. 

The bringing in of this, was accounted very Burdenfome to pri- 
vate Families, the years Revenue being paid by the Beneficyed or In- 
cumbent out of the Houfhold Stock, there being a Hazard that he 
may dye before he makes good that money to the Family, and Princes 
found it a great grievance to their Government, fuch a notable fhare 
of the Cath being drawn out of their Dominion, without recetving any 
Profit for it, and fo much themore grievous, as this Work is accom- 


panyed 
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panyed withthe Expence of Bulls, Difpenfations, and Prefeuts or Grfts 
beforehand, all which carry away the Money which is the finew of 
Potency, and it never returns as it doth by way of other Com- 
merce. 


fons could not perceive what difference there was betwixt this Pay- 
ment, and that which was fo much blamed in thofe dayeswhen Princes 
beftowed Benefices, but learned menin thofeprimitive times Condemn- 
ed it univerfally, as favouring too much of Stony. 

In Progre& of time, fome men ftudied wayes to juftify it, fo that 
they were divided,. one fort rebuking it asa thing unlawful, Simonia- 
cal, and forbidden by Divine and by Humane Laws, others Commend- 
ing it as a thing Lawful, yea neceflary and duc to the Pope of Rome, 
thefe proceeding fo far as to defend that the Pope may not only demand 
a years Fruits, but more alfo, ashe that 1s abfolute Patron, yea of all 
the Fruits, not of one part only, whothey allo fay cannot commit Si- 
mony for any Contract he fhall make in the Collation of Benefices 5 And 
certainly if he were Patron asthey fay, the Confequence would be clear, 
becaufe every man may Contract for his own, in what manner feems beft 
to him, without doing wrong to any one 5 but neither God nor the 
World feem to confent to it. This Pope was fo intent in drawing mo- 
ny from every thing, that in twenty years Popedom, he heaped up an 
incredible Treafure : Certain it is, that inhis Expences, and Gifts, he 
was'no more ftraightned than his Predecefiors, and yet he left 25 Mriz- 
ons at his Death. Johx Villano relates that to one of his Brethren of 
the Colledge of Cardinals after the Popes Death, Charge was given to 
make an Inventory of the Mony, which he found to be 18 Millions in 
Coyned Mony, and feven Midiovs in Veliels and in Ingots weighed by 
him. 


tended but unto Bewefices which were Conferr'd, and which were paid 
for in the Expedition of Buds, a thing which Continued unto that 
time ; but afterwards there was alfo laid an Obligation upon all Benefi- 
ces, to pay the first year Fruits or Revenue every 15 years, becaufe 
that being united unto Monasteries, Hofpitals, or to Pious places, they 


never become Vacant, which Impofition was therefore called Quinden- Quindeniinms 


nium, which Paul the 2d about the year 1470, Conftituted only con- 
cerning Bevefices united after the year 1417, by the Pope of Rome, but 
Paul the 4th extended or enlarged it likewifeto all the Bevejices united 
before, and Sixtws the 5th Comprehended not only thofe united by the 
Apostolical See, but alfo thofe which had been united by Legates, Ny- 
cio’s, Bifhops, and by others. 

But returning to the firft Original of thele year Incoms or Fruits, 
thofe who oppofed againft the Invention of Fohz the 224, with zeal. of 
hindring that the year-Fruits might pafsmo further, they have not on- 
ly brought about his Defign, but have been the Caufe of defending 
and extending it alfo3 even as fome who then oppofed the Refervation, 
brought forth a contrary Effect, the Popes never failing to get any A- 
bufe whatever to be Juitifyed by Doétrines; Wherefore after this Be- 
neditiws the 12th, Anno 1335, under pretence of being walling to pro- 
vide or farnifh Livings with fitting Perfons, he referved ‘to his own 
Difpofal and Providing for his Life time only, all the Benefices Vacant 


in Curia, ashad been done formerly, and alfo all thofe which became 
H 2 Vacant 
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The FirS# year Fruits in his Inftitution from Pope Fohw the ood, Ex- 1 Aneata. 
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Of Beneficiary Matters 


Vacant by Privation of thofe who were Beneficiated, or elfe by Traz/- 
lation unto another Bevefice, and alfo all thofe which were renounced in 
the Court, and allthe Bewefices of Cardinals, of the Court. Officers, of 
Legates, Nuncio’s, and of other Reéors, and Treafurers of the Roman 
Church-Lands, likewile the Benefices of thofe who went to Court up- 
on Bufinefs, if in going or coming they happened to die within 40 
miles Diftance of the Court, and likewife all thofe which became Vacant 
becaufe the Pofleflors of them had. received another Benefice. Thefe 
Reférvations Comprehended a multitude of Benejices, reftraining much 
the Power of the Ordinaries, and they caufed many Bezefices to be 
fetled upon Forrainers, this was received however becaufe the Referva- 
tion was only for during his Life. Yet ‘tis never tobe believed thata 
thing ufeful to him that Governs, inftituted for fome fhort fpace of 
time, fhould remain Circumfcribed thereby; For Benedifus the 12th 
being dead, Clement the 6th his Succeflor made the fame Referve; where- 
fore the King of England, Edward the 34 perceiving that for this 
Caufeand by reafon of Reverfions, all the Bevejices of the Kingdom fell 
unto Forrainers. He Commanded upon pain of Death that the Popes 
Beneficyal Provifions fhould not be received within his Kingdom. The 
Pope wrote to the Kizg, fhewing forrow for it, defiring he would for- 
bear. The King anfwered befeeching the Pope to Reform the things 
which were afhame tothe Church, and a fcandal to the People: ad- 
ding further that his Predeceflors had Enriched the Churches, which 
by the Provifions and Impofitions of Rome are Pofiefied by Strangers 
and unworthy men, contrary to the mind and intention of the Tefta- 
tors, whereby the Kingdom alfo became weakened, That the Pope 
ought to feed and not shear the Sheep, that heretofore the Kings gave 
the Bevejices, that they have granted the Election unto the Clergy, up- 
on the Popes Petition, and now the Popes will take away the Election 
introduced by them, and ufurp it to themfelves. Wherefore ‘twill be 
convenient to return tothe firft Inftitution, that Bevefices are to be 
conferrd by Princes. 

This Contention which lafted while the Pope was living, was occafi- 
onthat Inzocent the 6th Succeflor to Clement revoked all his Refervati- 
ons, by a Conftitution of his, which begins: PASTOR ALIS. 
The fame at prefent isnot to be found, but many famous Cawoniits make 
mention of it, the like hath happened to many others, whereby the A- 
bufes, and the Ufurpations would be made manifeft, as in like manner 
all things were taken outof the Glofes, which favour'd not the Cozrt, 
but the expurgatory Jndex's made with the Doctors fhew worfe, be- 
fides the ficting them for his Interefts or purpofes before they were ex- 
pofed to the Prefs. 

But few years after they were reftored: again, wherefore Edmard Az. 
1373, fent an Ambaflador to Gregory the 11th, at Aviguon, making 
Inftance that the Refervations fhould.be quite annull'd. The Bufinefs 
was taken in hand, which lafted two years, atlaft in the year 1375,the 
Pope Annulldthem totally. 

But he being dead, the beginning of the great Schifm happened in 
the year 1378, by which there being twv Popes, there were allo two Ro- 
nan Courts, and the Expences or Charges were Duplicated, and thofe 
alfo were much greater than Ordinary, through the neceflities of fpend- 
ing which the Popes had for the Perfecuting of one another, and for 
the defending themfelves againft one another, whereby each of them 

fet 
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fet on foot all the wayesimaginable for the raifing of Money, and S?- 
mony was moft manifeft in each of the Courts, Bewejces being freely 
fold, and they took all they could out of the Hands of the Ordi- 
navies. 

The Rowan Court had not openly difcovered it felf until this time, 
for’ they aimed at nothing elfe but at Mozey, of all their undertakings 
the Caufe was rendred with fome appearance or fhew of providing bet- 
ter for the Churches than the Ordinaries did, or elfe of providing fome 
deferving Perfon with a Bevefice. But Urban the 6th declared himfelf 
why twas introduced into Benefices with Ordaining, thatthe Impetra~ N,i183. 
tion fhould be Invalid, if mention were not made of the value of the 
Benefice. Heretofore the Bevefice was chiefly given for Spiritual things, 
the Temporals became Acceffories, then of the Spirituals there was no 
mention made, the Charge or Office was not Confidered, but the E- 
molument. 

The fame Inftitution lafted alfo unto our dayes, and Authority being : 
givento Nuncio’s, to Confer fome of the letler Berefices, by the value 
of the Incomes it is determined which are the great, and which are the 
little ones : Andin the Refervation of MouwaSteries there is no care of the | 
Spiritual, thofe are Referved which exceed the value of 200 Crowus, 
and the inferior ones left free. ‘Thisferves to the end, the Chamber may 
receive the Axvata or Fruits more exactly, for if two men impetrate | 

| 
} 


\ 
nr 


one Bexefice, and one of them exprefies the value to be greater than 
the other, the Bulls or Papal Bretves of him that expreft the lels, will 
be in vain, and thofe of the greater will be attained. 

Some fay this is an expofing it to a fale or out-cry, and giving to 
whom bids moft, others fay it is to the end the Chamber may not be 
defrauded of its Right, but this Confideration belongs to the Chapter 184, 
of First-Fruits. . 

Coming back to the time of the Schifm, no mari denyes but the Dit 
orders in the Roman Courts were great, which encreafed alfo the more, | 
becaufefome Kingdoms and Provinces, Scandalized at fach various and | 
different Methods, they reduced themfelves to acknowledge neither of 
thetwo Popes, whereuponit behooved them to raife and receive from 
thofe which remained, as muchas from all. 

Germany refufed to remain Subje&t to the Refervations and Expettaz- 
cies or Reverfions, and the Ordinaries Conferr'd Bexefices without any 
Regard to the Ordinances of Rowe. On the Contrary Innocent the 7th 
for this Caufe in the year 1359, fent a Legate into Germany, to give 
new Bulls or Papal Letters to thofe who were gotten in by the Epif- " 
copal Collation, paying them for them, and to caufe them to make . 


Compofition for the Fruits received, leaving fome part unto the 
Chamber, but by this means much Money being like to go out 784. | 
of Germany, the Emperor Charles the 4th oppoted it, and Prohibi- ! 
ted the Extraction, faying, “twas requilite to Reform the Czsfowes of the 
Clergy, not the Purfes. All thefe Confufions encreafed more and more 
when therecame on the third Popeinthe year 1409, to whom although 
the Frewch did adhere, and yielded Obedience, neverthelefs they ftuck 
clo to one of the Kings Ediés made 3 years before, by which they 
Prohibited the Reférvations, the firs#-Fruits, and other exactions of 
the Court, until that by a Lawful general Councel might be provid~ 
ed for. 
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The King was not very Capable of the Government, but Lewis Duke 
of Orleans who Governed him, was Author of all the Edicts, wherefore 
he being Kil’'d’twas eafie for Pope Fohnthe 23d to regain Authority 
for Conterring Bevefices in France, giving tothe King, tothe Queen, to 
the Dolphin, andto the Houle of Burguzdy, the nomination of moft 
of their Servants, and then prevailing with the Remainder, preferv’d 
it until the Death of that King, wherefore Charles the 7t) his Son who 
Succeeded him, renew’d the Edis. 

In Italy alfo there were made feveral Provifions by divers States in 
different manners, all which tended to take away the Abufes. Baldus 
teftifies that as muchas the Bolognefes made Beneficyal Provifions, and 
Particularly Ordained that they fhould not be Conferr'd, faving only 
upon the Natives of that City, and of the Country belonging to it, 
neither were the Popes much efteemed by them, for Fobx the 23d be- 
ingin Florence with his Court, a certain diforder arofe about the Colla- 
tion of a Benefice, for which that Common-wealth deprived him of 
the Power of Conferring Bevefices in their State for five years. 

In thefe times were invented inextricable Claufes to be putinto Bulls, 
as making a difference between Petitions Signed by Cozceffaw, and thofe 
which are Signed by F7at, between the difpatches with the Claufe Motz 
Proprio with others, and the Claufe Avteferr7, which makes the better 
Conditions, from which Invention feveral Bul/s were Obtained upon 
the faid Bevefice, and befidesthe more Fruits paid, there arofe Law-fuits 
alfo, which were to be handled at Rome, withthe Benefit of the Court. 
There was added, the Conftituting of another Antagonift at Law, if 
he dyed, that the end of him might not be the end of the Law-fuit, 
but by his Death there was taken or recetved another years Revenue, 
and the Continuation of the Law-fuit, which Multiplying alfo, the 
Claufes were invented, Si altert : Si eutri: Sz nulli : Whereby the Be- 
wefice Was given to a third man alfo, but only during the Law-fuit or 
Conteft of the two firft, which Conftrained Princes, for the Remoy- 
ing of Confufions, Diforders, and Contentions amongft their Subjects, 
to bring back to the Secular Bar, or Court, the Cognizance of the Po/- 
feforio of the Bexefices, a thing, which although Legitimate, had been 
by the Connivance of Princes takenaway from the Secular Magiftrates, 
and Aflumed by the Ecclefiaftical Court. 

From the Provifions which were made by fome Princesto {top the 
new Introductions into matters Beneficial within their Dominions, the 
Court took occafion to invent others, aswell to work thefame Effects 
under other Pretexts, asto Multiply methods whereby they might do, 
a therewith fupply what they could not do, where Provifion was 
made, 

In thefe times Refiguations were found out, not good and Commen- 
dable ones, for they are very Antient,. but certain others, which the 
World at prefent Commends not. 

It was never Lawful for him, who was put into an Ecclefiaftical 
Charge, to leave it of his own Authority,and it was very agreeable that 
he who had dedicated himfelf to a Miniftery, and had received the Re- 
ward for it, which was the Bewefice, fhould perfevere Adminiftring, ne- 
verthelefs for fome Lawful Caufés it might happen to be neceflary, or 
at leaft for the Publick, or for the Private good, that fome one might 
deveft himfelf of it, ‘twas introduced for a Cuftom that it might be, 
and with the Authority of the Superior forfome Lawful Caufe, he may 

renounce, 
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renounce 5 and the Caufes werein ‘twas practized were, if through In- 
firmity of mind or of Body, or became incapable by old Age, or ifby N. 189. 
enmity of Potent: Perfons on the place, he could not make his Refi- 

dency without Danger. When the Resunciation was received by the 

Bifhop, the Bezefice was efteemed as Vacant, and he to whom the Col- 

lation belonged Conferr'd it in the fame manner, as if it had been Vz- 

cant by Death. . ‘The Resunciat was iatroduced in thefe times, not for 

any urgent Caufe, butonly to bring to pafs that the Bewefice might be 
Conferr'd wpon one nominated bythe Rewuciator, andas unto a new 

thing, it behooved alfo to give ita new Name, calling it Refevatio ad 
javorem, becaute it was only made to favour the Refignation, that “he 

might have the: Bevefice, ‘tis indeed at the Superiors Liberty, to receive 

the Renunciation or not, but he cannot receive it, but by giving the 
Benefice to the Perfon Nominated. | 

Although this was a way for incroducing Hereditary Succeflion unto 














a 


Berejices, and therefore Dammageable unto the Eccléfiaftical Order, it | 
proved more profitabletothe Court, by how much the more frequent: 199 | 
‘ly the Benefice was Conferr'd, and by it the firi#-Fruits Receiv’d. Co- 
vetoufnefs and other Worldly Affections taught many to crave for,and : 
to receive Bevefices, not with a mind to continue in them, but with ) 
thoughts of enjoying them until they could obtain better, or elfe un- q 
til fome defign of Marriage, or other kind of Life were brought about, ' 
or elfe until fome Youth might come of Age, at which he might after- 

wards renounce, a thing which by Pious men was never excufed, and 
‘us held for a Common Opinion, that whofoever receives a Bevefice with 
a defign of Renouncing it, cannot with a good Confcience receive the 
Fruits, which fome of a larger Confcience, they do not mean fo gene- aa 
rally of all, but of thofe only who do it with an intent to forfake the | 
Clerical Order. 

As for Renouncings ad Favorem, which became Emoluments to the 
Receiver, the Court that the Fruit might be all its own, Prohibited 
the Bilhops from receiving fuch Renouneings, and referved that the 
Pope of Rome only. was able to do it. | ge 

And becaufe many Beveficed men when they felt themfclves near un: 
to Death, made themfelves a Succeflor by fuch a way, “twas Ordained 
by a Rule of Chancery, that the Renouncing made in favour of ano- 
ther, by a fick Feveficed man {hould not be of value, unlefs the Renoun- 
cer Survived twenty dayes after Confent granted. : 

In thefe times the Fountain of the Oblations of the Faithful, feem- 
ed to be drained or leflened already while the Wer of the Holy Lard 
Jafted, and afterwards for fome years, whilft there was hopes that it 
might be renewd, through which means much Gold came unto the Ec- 
clefiaftical Order, but all hopes being: loft, the Oblations were ftopt : 
Neverthelefs Example was taken by this work, and the giving Indyl- 
gences, Remifions, and Concelfions introduced for thole who would lay 
hold on, and Contribute thereunto by fome good and Picus work, for 
daily there were new works Inftituted for each City, for which Ivduk 
gence was granted from Rome; this brought forth much Fruit tothe  t 
Clerical Order, and tothe Court which did partake of it, and this went 
fo far that in the year 1517, there {prang up.in Germany the Novelty 
which every one knows. Pope Pius the 5th Provided for our Ageby 
a Conftitution, whereby he Annull'd all the Indulgences granted by the 
Claute of Helping-hands , that #, with Obligation. to: offer Money, 
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a thing which hath not yet ftopt the Courfe of this Harveft. 

For although Indulgences are now given without that Condition, 
neverthelefS in Churches are fet forth Chefts, and Trunks, and 
the People believe no Pardon to be Obtained, unlefs they OF 
fer. 

But returning to thefe years of the Schifm, for what Concerns the 
gaining or acquiring of new Incomes, and fetled Eftates forthe Church- 
es, the hope feem‘d tobe quite loft. The Mowks already had xo more 
Credit of Holynefs, the Fervency of theSacred Militia not only Luke- 
warm, but Extint. The Fryars Mendicants, (for all were inftituted af 
ter the year 1200) had therefore Credit, becaufe they had totally de- 
vetted themfelves of the Power of Purchafing Eftates, and made a vow 
to liveupon Oblations only, and Alms 5 whereby it appeared that the 
Augmentation of fetled Eftates would Ceafe,but a good way was found 
out, which was the granting tothe Mendicant Fryars by a Priviledge 
from the Apoftolick See, to be able to purchafe Eftates, which by Vow 
and. by Inftitution was Forbidden them, many of their devout Perfons 
were moft ready to Enrich them, there wanted nothing but the man- 
ner how, this found out, immediately the Convents of Mendicants in 
Italy, Spain, and other Kingdoms were become very Commodious in 
Eftates within a fhort time. Fraxce only Oppofed this Novelty, fay- 
ing, that as they werecome into the Kingdom with thofe Inftitutions 
of Poverty, it behooved they fhould perfevere in the fame, neither 
would they fuffer them hitherto to purchafe, whereas in fome other 
places their Acquifitions have been very Notable, chiefly in the times 
of the Schifm, whenall the Remainder of the Clerical Order were in 
{mall Credit. 

The Schife of the Councel of Constance was raifed, one of the Popes 
having renounced, and the other two being deprived, and Martin the 
5th was Elected in Councel, Azo. 1417, all were in hopes, that by the 
Councel, and by the Pope all thefe diforders in Beneficial matters would 
be Regulated, and indeed the Councel propofed to the Pope the Arti- 
cles for Reforming the Refervations, the jrrit-Fruits, the Favours, the 
ExpeFancies, or Reverfions, the Commendings and the Collationings, but 
the new Pope and the Court defiring to return home, and all the Fa- 
thers of the Councel being weary of the long Abfence from their Hou- 
fes, the treating of a matter fo difficult which required fo much time, 
was eafily put off tillthe next Councel, which was intimated to be Ce- 
lebrated in Pavia five years after, which moved the French to be un- 
willing to expect a new Councel, wherefore ‘twas ordered by a Decree 
of the Parliament, that 70 Obedience should be yielded to the Pope, un- 
lefs the Kings Edict were firft Intimated aud accepted by him, which E- 
dict took away the Refervations, and the Exactions of Money, therefore 
Martin having fent a Nuncio to give the King an Account of his Ele- 
tion, the King anfwered, he would have accepted it upon Condition 
that Elective Bewefices were Conferr'd by Election, and the Refervations 
and the Reverfions were taken away. 

The Pope was Content for that time, but in the year 1422, having 
gained the favour of fomeof the Univerfity, he endeavoured to caufé 
the Refervations to be received, however he could not obtain his intent, 
and they proceeded againft his Promoters by Imprifonment. The Pope 
laid the Interdiffionat Lions, and the Parliament Ordered it fhould not 
be ferved, and the Contention lafted until the year 1424, when the 

King 
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Kinz Compounded with the Pope, that his Holynefs fhould have the 
Collations until that time for Lawful, and for the future all Commands 
fhould be received; But the Atturney and the Advocate General with 
many of the Lotds Oppofed the Execution of it, and having Repre- 
fented tothe King the dammage of the Kingdom, they made this Agree- 
ment with the King, to vanifh into Smoak. . 
In this Interval the Councel of Ravia was held, which after begun, Ni 196: 
was transferr'd to Sieva, atid difpatch’d with great Celerity, nothing of 
moment being Treated therein, but only hope given that in the Coun- 
cel to be Celebrated feven years after at Bal, all fhould be Reformed. 
At the end of which feven years Martin dyed, and Exgenius the 4th 
Succeeded in the Popedom, under whomin the Councel of Bafél Anno. 
1431, the fo much neceflary and defired Provifion was made again{t 
diforders in matters of Beneficess the Reférvations were Prohibited ex- 
cept the Vacanti in Curia, the Reverfons, the firil-Fruits, and all other 
Exaéfions of the Court were alfo Prohibited. 
The Popefecing his Power reftrained, and his Wealth not able to 
Support, heppoted the Couneel, he endeavour'd to transfer ‘it elfe- 
where, toa place where he might manage the Prelates, which being re- 
pugnant to them, he could not Succeed, and many Contentions paft 
between the Pope and the Cowmcel, wherein Pious men Interpofing them- 
felves by daily Labour, found out a Medium, but at laft beg fully 197. 
refolved to provide againft Extorfions of Money, and the Pope to pre- 
{erve bis Authority, and Conveniency, they came to an irreconcilable 
Breach. The Pope Annull’d the Councel, the Councel deprived the Pope, 
and chofe another, whereupon a Schifm grew in the Church. That 
Councel was accepted in France and in Germany, and inthe year 1438, 1438: ; 
there was Publifhed in France that Famous Pragusatica, whereby the 
Elections were restored to the Chapters, and the Collations to the Ordi- 
navies, and Reférvations were forbidden as in the Councel of Bajel. That 
Councel was not received in Italy, where all adhered to the Pope, fo 
that Reférvations took footing, and every Pope renew d them without 
difficulty, and Introduced new Grievances befides in the Collation of 
Benefices, none of them ever moderating himfelf, unlefs when a Me- 
thod was found to work the fame Effect by aneafier way : Fulivs the 
ad. and Leo the toth introduced Mental Refervations, which they fo 
called, and by another name, Refervations in the Breas#, which were 
not made publick like the ref, neither were they known, unlefs when 
a Benefice became Vacant, if the Ordinary Conterr’d it, or if any one 
went to crave it, the Datary anfwered, that the Pope had referved it in 
his mind, a method or fathion which lafted fome years, but then ‘twas 
left off, becaufe it became incommodious to the Court of Rome alfo. 
All other methods were carryed on to excefs, for as touching Refigna- 
tions in Favoren introduced heretofore,and practized, there wasadded 
the Refigning the Title only of the Bevesice, referving to himfelt all 
the Fruits thereof, which in exiftence was nothing elfe, but remaining 
Patron of the Bevefice juft as before it was renounced, he Conftituting 
to himfelf a Succellor, who was in Name Titular, before the Death of 
the Rexouncer, but in Fa& he had no Right, and that the new J7tular 
Perfon (who having a mind to gather the Fruits for the behoof of 
the Renouncer) might not make himfelf Matter of any thing, there 
was added alfo, that not only allthe Fruits were Refervedto the Ree 3, | 
nouncer, but alfo that he might exact them by his own Authority. bi 
I F here 
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There was nothing which might make the Refignator different from 
the entire Patron, but that if in Cafe the Tztwlar dyed before’ him, all 
the Fruits of the Bezefice remained to him, but he could no more cre- 
ate himfelf a Succeflor, and the Title might be given by the Collator 
to whom he pleafed that fhould Succeed after the Renouncers 
Death. 

The Court wanted not for an Excellent Remedy for this likewife, 
which was the Regre/s. 

In the Primitive times of the Church there was a Holy anda Com- 
mendableCuftom, that when a man was appointed. toa Church, he ze- 
ver left his Chargein all his Life, for to have a Benefice of greater In- 
come or of greater Honour; it feemed enough for every one to per- 
form the beft of his Office; fometimes for neceffity, when there was 
not a fit Perfon for a great Charge, the Superior took one who was 
Occupyed ina Lefs, and by Obedience-transferr'd him to the Greater, 
a thing which afterwards was fought after by fome, either for greater 
Commodioufnels or for Profit; whereby the Tranflation wlaich was un- 
ufual, became moft Cuftomary, and the Sollicitation of e#ery one was 
fuch, to raife his Degree, that oftentimes having left that in Pofleflion, 
and impetrated for another, his Impetration proving vitious, he has 
been deprived of both, which being inconvenient, Cuftom obtained, 
that if the Impetration of the fecond place could not take Effect, the 
Perfon Beveficyed might return to the firft without more ado, and this 
was called the Regre/s. . 

In like manner to this there was invented the granting a [acultyto 
the Reffenant, that when-ever the Refigvatory fhould dye or Renounce 
the Title, he might without more ado return to the Refigned: Bevefice, 
and by his own Authority take Pofleflion anew, and makeit hisown 
as if he had never renounced it; and if he fhould not have taken to 
himfelf the firft Pofleffion of the Renouncement (in which cafe the 
Regrefs cannot take place) he may by Accefs, and by Ingrefs take Pof- 
feflion likewife by hisown Authority, without any other Miniftry of 
the Judge, and this 1s called a Regre/s. Therefore the receiving and 
the admitting the Renouncements upon thefe Conditions, and therewith 
to give Title to the Refignatory, hath never been permitted by the 
Pope of Rome to others, but hath referved it to himfelf only, This 
Method was Condemned by all the Writers, chiefly by the Onzverfity of 
France, and Prohibited by the Parliament, neither could 1t be cover- 
ed with any fair Pretext of Antiquity, wherefore there were fome who 
made a Confcience and were afhamed to ufe it, for whofe {atisfacion 
there was found out another of an Antient Original, but according to 
Cuftom fitted for the prefent Occafions, 

This was the Coadjutory, a moft Antient and a moft Commendable 
Cuftom there was in the Churches, that when any Minifter, or Pre- 
late, or other became unable or lefs fit to perform his Charge through 
old Age, or by Infirmity of Mind or of Body, or for other Caufe he 
took to himfelf, or the Superior gave himan Afisftant, who together 
with him might bear the Burden, but he had nothing todo with the © 
Office or Bexefice, but whilft he lived, whofe Coadjutor he was, who 
being Dead, a new Jitular one was made. 

This Provifion was alwayesCommended, and never was any Oppo- 
fition made againft it. 
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Afterwards twas Confidered, that if it were Ordered, that the Coad- 
jutor might Succeed, a greater Benefit would arife; Firft he would 
be more diligent in managing a thing which was to: be his own, o- 
thers would love him, and would repute him more as their own, thant 
another; upon which the Coadjutor was made with a Succeffion to 
come, a thing which had Defenders and Oppofets. "Twas Oppofed 
by faying, that every Succeffion in Ecclefiaftical Bevefices is Condemna- 


ble, it offers.Occafion of procuring or defiring another, mans 
Death. 

"Twas defended with the Famous Example of St. Augu/lix, who by 
Valerius his Predecefor was made Coadjator with future Succeffion, 
which Example ferves not very well, becaufe St. Auguftiz himfelf blames 
it afterwards, and would not follow it, and was not afhamed to {fay 
that it was done by him and by his Predeceflor out of Ignorance, But 
inthe times we {peak of, they not only gave Coadjutors with future 
Succeflion, unto Prelates, arid to others which have Adminiftration,but 
alfo in fingle Bewefices,where isno need of being Affifted,fo that the Coad- 
jutor retains only the Name, there being nothing Real, but the fu- 
ture Succeflion, which is a thing fo abhorred by the Cavozs. 

‘Twas practized or ufed inthele times, that whatfoever Beneficyary 
who would make himfelf a Succeflor indifferently according to his dif- 
ferent pleafure, or make a Coadjutor with a future Succeffion, or refign 
in his favour referving to himfelf the Fruits, and with Regrefs, but 
yet this was Reférved to the Pope only, and in no wife granted to other 
Colfators. 

The Councel of Bafile was received in Germany by forne, and by 
others not, and therefore Beneficyal Caufes were differently underftood. 
To provide againft the Diverfities and Diflentions ‘twas agreed in the 
year 1448 between Nicolas the 5th, and Frederick the Evtperor in this 
manner, that Bewefices Vacant in Curia (hould be referved to the Pope, 
and for the Remainder of the EleCtive Bewefices, they fhould proceed 
by Election ; As for others, thofe Vacant in fix Months thould be the 
Popes, in the other fix they fhould be diftributed by the Ordinary Colla- 
tors, adding alfo that if the Pope had notin the term of three Months 
Conferr’d thofé which belonged to him, the Collation (hould devolve to 
the Ordinaries. The Agreement was received throughout all Germany, 
and until the year 1518, fome Diocefés obferved the Cowncel of Bafile, 
which annull'd all Reférvations. But im Progre/s of time, thofe alfo who 
received the Agreement at the beginning, forbore to obferve it after- 
wards, and excufed themfelves, faying, that the Agreement was mot ge- 
nerally recetved, and hath loft sts force through difufe, fothat (we 
treat not of thofe Cities where the Bihops and Chapters are departed 
from the Rozean’ Church) but alfo in the Churches which remain un- 
der Obedience, little or nothing was obferved. 

Clement the 7th, in the year 1534 made a fevere Byl/, but it took 
but little Effe&. Inthe yéar 1576 Gregory the 8¢4 made another with- 
out better Succe(s; Inthe Diet at Ratisbone Auno. 1594, Cardinal Ma- 
drutius a Legate of Pope Clement the 8th, made a great Querimony a- 
bout this in thename of the Pope, noFruit appeared, At prefent chere 
remains the fame variety and Confufion 5 The Rowan Court hath but 
two Remedies only, one by the means of the Confeifions of Fefuits, 
which work by terms of Confcience, that Beneficyaries provided by 
Ordinaries, are Content to take the Bulls from. Rome, and'fome do its 
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the other Remedy ufed by the Court but in Benefices of Importance and 
with Perfons partly depending on them, is, that az Election or a Colla- 
tion being made contrary to the Agreement, the Court annull’s it, but af. 
terwards Confer’s it on the fame Perfon, a Remedy much ufed hereto- 
fore upon other occafionsalfo, not becaufe it helps at that very time, 
but becaufe keeping thofe Writings, they make ufe of them in Suc- 
ceeding times, to fhew that they had Obedience ;, as fo many other De- 
cretals which took no Effect, are neverthelefs in the Decretal Books for 
the fame defign. 

In France the Pragmatica was rigidly contefted by Pixs the 2d, 
which the French Clergy and the Univerfity of Paris oppofed Conttant- 
ly, wherefore the Pope turned himfelf unto Lewis rhé 11th, thewin 
him how it was unfeemly to him, that in his Kingdom they fhould ob- 
ferve the Decrees of the Councel of Bafél, againft which he being the 
Royal firft born, departed from the Father out of diftaft, went with 
Arms, received Moneys from Pope Eugenius the ath to difturb the Coun- 
eel 5 for which Reafons King Lewis Anno. 1461, Revoked the Prag- 
matica and made it to ceafe, but there following a Reclamation ofthe 
Oniverfity, and RemonStrances from the Parliament, which are yet to be 
found, wherein they reprefented to the King, the grievances of the 
Kingdom, and of the Ecclefiaitical Order, with an Account made up 
diftin@ly, that in three years, four Millions were gone to Rome for 
Beneficyal Cafes. Three yearsafter the Pragratica was reftored by the 
fame King. Sixtws the 4th then oppofed him, and made an Agree- 
ment to deftroy it, whichis ftill tobe found, but they would not re- 
ceive it, and the Pragmatica remained. Innocent the 8th, Alexander the 
6th and Fulius the 2d ufed all means to Abolith it, but could never 
Obtain it 5 Finally Leo the roth made an Agreement with King Fran- 
cs the Firft, by which the Pragmatica was taken away, and ‘twas Or- 
dered that the Power of Choofing Bifhops and Abbots thould be quite 
taken away fromthe Chapters of Cathedral Churches, and from the Con- 
ventuals, but Bifhopricks and Abbeys becoming Vacant, the King might 
name a fit Perfon, on whom the Pope was to Confer the Benefice. 

That the Pope of Rome could not give Reverfions, nor make gene- 
ral or fpecial Refervations, but that Benefices becoming Vacant in four 
Months of the year, fhould be Conferrd by the Ordimaries on the Gra- 
duates ofthe Oxiverfities, and the Vacants in the other eight Months, 
might be freely Conferr'd by the faid Ordinaries, only that every Pope 
in his life time may Charge any Collator of Benefices to Confer oneac- 
cording to the difpofal of his Holynef, in cafe there are to be Conferr’d 
between Ten, and Fifty , and if there be above Fifty or more he 
may Confer two 5 and although there were many Difhculties in Accept- 
7g the Agreement, and the Univerfity appealed to the next Lawful 
Councel, neverthelefs the Authority and the Utility of King Francis 
Overcame, andthe Agreement was Proclaimed in France, and put in 
Execution. In fuch manner that after fo many Popes from the year 1076 
unto I150, {trove by the Excommunicating an infinite number of Per- 
fons, and by the Death of Innumerable more to take from Princes the 
Conferring of Bifhopricks, and giving the Election to the Chapters ; 
contrary-wife Piws the 2d with five of his Succeffors have ftriven to 
take the Election from the Chaptersof Franee, and give it tothe King, 
and Leo the 1oth did obtain itatlaft; Thus the Alteration of Interefts 
bearalong with it the Change and Contrariety of Doétrine, 
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Some Speculative men have accounted the Reafon of this to be, be- 
caufe the Example that the Bifhop and the Clergy might Confer, may 
Keep alivethe Praétice, and the moft general Doétrine of the Church, 
Contrary to the Modern; others becaufe it is ftill more eafie to takeit 
out of the hands of a King, whomay be of a weak Spirit, or may ftand 
in weed of the Pope, than from the Bifhops and Clergy. 

King Francis made many Laws befides to regulate the Poffeflory 
of Bevefices, andthe Agreement was obferved by him, but the Execu- 
tion was interrupted for fome years by his Son Hees the 24, when he 
was in War with Pope Fuliws the 3d, becaufe of Parma; wherefore in 
the year 1550, the King Prohibited that any Provifion of the Popes 
Benefices fhould be received,and Commanded that all fhould be conferr’d 
by the Ordinaries; but Peace being made, all was Compofed, and the 
Obfervance of the Agreement returned. | 

But in the year 1560, the States were held at Orleans in Charles the 
gth's Minority, where the Collations of Bevefices were regulated, and 
many things abolifhed which were Contained inthe Agreement. Great 
Contufions and Wars happened in the Kingdom, and the Cardinal of 
Ferrara was fent Legate into Frazce, who Obtained that the Ordinan- 
ces of Orleans fhouldbe fuperfeded, witha Promife that the Pope with- 
in a fhort time fhould provide again{t the Abufes, for which the Ordi- 
nances were made, of which nothing was done afterwards, fo that now 
the Coxcordate remains; Thus went the Affairs in Germany and in 
France. 

But the State of Italy which we have lately defcribed, was greatly 
altered by the Celebration of the Coxncel of Trent, which made feve- 
ral Decrees on this Matter, to provide againft the Abufes abovefaid 
then reigning, and although from its beginning,which was inthe year 
1547, it began to attend thefe Corrections, and made many Decrees 
which were not put in Execution until after the end of it, which was 
Anno. 1563, wherefore it may be faid, that all the Provifions areto be 
referrd unto this time. “Iwas the Intent of this Councel toremedy 211: 
three things; Firft the Plurality of Beneficess Secondly, Hereditary 1 plurolities 
Succeffion , Thirdly, the Abjéwce of Beneficiated men, and to Prohibit He ae 
all kind of Plurality, ‘twas Ordained that one, although he were a Car- or aMenael 
dinal, could not have more than ome Benefice, but if that were fo fall 
that it might not ferve or be fufficient for the Expences of the Bevefi- 
cyed, he might have one more, which was therefore to be without Cure 
of Souls : It Prohibited the Commendum s of Benefices, Curati ad Vitam, 
which was a Pretence to make a man Obtain two; it Ordained alfo 
that Mozafteries for the future fhould not be Commended, and thofé 
that were fo tillthen, when they became Vacant fhould be reduced in- 
toa Title; It Prohibited alfo the Ovions ad Vitam which wasanother 
pretext of giving divers Bevefices under the name of one; It Prohibi- 
ted totally the Regrefes; and the Accefes to take away Succeffion 5 It 
Prohibited alfo the Coadjutorfhips with future Succelfion, abfolutely, ex- 
cepting in Cathedrals, and Monasteries, wherein was Admonifhed, that 212. 
they fhould not be granted by the Pope but for juft Caufes, but the 
Prohibition is without Effect. 

In the 14 laft moneths Refidexcy was treated with fome Contention ; #47" 
becaufe there was {fprung up a Queftion among the Do¢torsa little before, 
whether the Refidency of Bifhops and of other Curates in their Churches 
were de Fure Divine, or Canonick, for which caufe the Councel was 

divided 
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he 
divided in fuch a manner, that in April Azo 1562. a Scrutiny being 
made of the number ofboth Parties, there 67 found whofe Opinion twas 
de Fure Divino, 33, who opiniond it to be de ure Pofitivo, and 30, 
who were of Opinion that this Point ought not to be decided without 
firfttreating with the Pope. Of the firft number were the Northern men 
and other caft-off Bifhops, on the Second and the third the Dependents 
on the Court. If Refidency fhould have been made de Jure Divino, 
it would follow that the Pope could not have been able to difpence it, but 
that the Authority of the Bifhop alfo would have been de jure Di- 
vino, and no man was able to reftrain it, thefe were things which 
Squinted at the Depreflion of the Courts Greatnefs, wherefore the O= 
pinion was Maintained by both Parties with much boldnefS; The Buft- 
nefs came to Prattices, {fo that after fourteen months Refidency was 
Commanded, yet not declared quo Fure the Curate fhould be Obliged, 
only Penalties were enjayned upon non-Refidents, as to other things, 
they were left in their firft Eftate or Condition, but thofé who were 
at the Councel, and have left any works efpecially of Divinity, have 
Maintained Refidency to be de Fure Divino, proceeding fo far, that to 
affirm the Contrary, they efteemed it a del uding of the Holy Scripture, 
and natural Reafon it fel and all Antiquity, but not to provoke the 
Court againft its fel§ they have found out Exceptions by which’ the 
Pope may make us Difpenfations. 

The Councel fpake not of Refervations chiefly, (which were encreafed 
above meafure) becaufe they Concerned the Popes own Perfon, where= 
fore they ftill remained; yeai they were Encreafed afterwards, It feem- 
ed that in taking away the Owions, and the Commzendums ad Vitam, the 
Regrefes and the Coadjutorfhips were in a great {hare proceeded if not to- 
tally, yet the greateft part; however a ee Remedy was found out 
which not only did the fame, but much more, yea greater than the four 
above named, and that was the Penfion. "Tisan obfervation of Godly 
men, that in thofe times the Court would never be induced thata gain- 
ful Abufe fhould be Abolifhed or Correéted, until it had prepared a 


‘greater and a more profitable one, but in this ’tis very certain to be fos 


and therefore ‘tis to-be obferved, that it is not a thing of thefe our times 
only, the laying a Penfion upon Benefices, only the manner is new; 
and the frequency is peculiar to our times, 

When the Church Good’ were in Common, the name was unheard 
of, after the Rule or Canon praétiz’d by all was made, that Bevefices 
fhould be Conferr'd. intirely and:without Diminution. | 

After that the Clergy among themfelves gave a beginning of gome 
to Law with them, when the Caufe was doubtful, one fide yielding 
uphis Rights, if a part of the Incomes was granted him with the name 
of a Penfion: Likewile if twoBeneficyaries for fome good Refpe& with 
Authority of the Superior fhould interchange Benefices, if the Incomes 
Wee not equal, they patch’d upthat witha Penfion, which the Richeft 
left. 

Afterwards alfo when any one Refigned with Licence of the Pre: 
late, a Penfion was left him, on which he might live.. There are Popes’ 
Decretals of thefe three forts of Penfions, _which were about the year 
1200. And thefé forts the French admit of alfo by Jurifdictions, re- 
fufing to admit of the others, which aré thofe that are given only to 
afford a livelyhood to one, to another becaufé he is well-deferving from 
the Apoftolick See, to-another becaufe heis Learned, or becaufe he % 
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ap th em 
of a gentile Behaviour, or becaufe he hath ferved the Church or the 

Prelate, alfo becaufe he hath the Popes favour only; Alfotoa Youth; N. 216. 
becaufe his Genins prefages a good event or Succefs 5 All thefe are juft 

Caufes fay the Canonilts, why Penfions may be given, and they have 

no Regard to add, that without any Gaufe the Pope may give a Pen- 

fion upon any Benefice, to any Perfon he fhall think fit, and he that re- | 
ceives likewife without any Caufe, but out of the Popes good Willon- 

ly, with a fafe Confcience. Now therefore inftead that two Cured Be- 

nefices were held, one in Title, the.other in Conenendum, were United 

ad Vitanr, and the Party Beneficyed was forced to allow a ftipend to 

him that ferved in one of them, at prefent ‘tis given to him in Title, 

and tohimfelf fora Penfion the fame whichhe takes, and it turns to 

the fame, yeato his greater Advantage, becaufe he was Subject to give 
Account of the Errors which his Subftitute had Committed, and there 

was fome neceflity for his taking care of it, but thus nothing lyes up- 
onhim, and the Profit is the fame. 

In the like manner he that made a Coadjutor, or renounced witha 217. 
Regret, ought to take fome Care of the Benefice of which he had a 
fhare, and the which might become all his own, but renouncing, with 
referving a Penfion to himfelf, he remains free from all Care and thoughts, 
and if the Refignatory dyes or yields up, 1t concerns him not, he hath 
his Penfion free, and without Moleftation. 

Moreover tis more Profitable to have a Penfion, than a Benefices | 
firtt many Benefices require Holy Orders, and the Age of being able | 
to receive them, as for the Penfiox, the firft {having is fufficient, and 
{ometimes the Age of feven years. Befides Penfions are given to Lay- 
men alfo, as Commonly to the Kvights of St. Peter, Inftituted by Leo 
the rorh, andto thofe of S¢. Paul Inftituted by Paw the 34, and to the 
Pious Knights, Inftituted by Pius the 4th, andto thofe of Loreto, In- 
ftituted by Sixtus the 5th, which may have, {ome 150,fome 200 Crowns 
Penfion, and to whomfoever the Popepleafeth; Again of Bexefices, in 
the times when he that held more than one, there was alwayes fome 
fault found with him, or they had a faying tohim, and a Difpenfation 
was neceflary, which caufed fome Expences, notwithftanding this, the 
Doétors put itin doubt, whether a man Secured himfelf in Confcience, 419 
or no. Penfions may be had to any number without Scruple, and there ; 
is no PenGon Incompatible. A Penfion may be given with Authority, 
to transfer it to another according to ones own Will and Pleafure, a 
thing which cannot be in Bevefices without paffing through the Bounds, 
and through the Ceremonies of Renouncing, and Renouncings were 
invalid, unlefs the Refignatory furvived twenty dayes, but the Pexfiox 
might be transferrd alfo at the Point of Death. 

That which chiefly Imports is, that the Pex(ioz may be Extenguifhed, 
which in Italian fignifies to make a Sum of Money of it, for every 
Contra: made about a Benefice, 1s accounted. as Stony. 

To extingnifh a Penfton, fignifies nothing elfe, but to receive a quan- 
tity of Money, to free the Beneficyary from paying the Penfion, which 
quantity is Taxed by Agreement, according to the greater orto the 
le(ler Age of the Penftonary. 

Formerly before our Age, there was no way to make ready Money 219. 
of a Bexefice, that would have been with an Infinite Offence before 
God, and before mens now ‘tis done Lawfully. I have a Benefice of 
200 Crowns. I renounce it unto Antony, referving to my felf a Penjton of 
100, 
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ch AES OT SEALER SYREN DROSS Uae he : ae 
roo whieh I extinguifh as foonas 700 are received, that is, Irenounce 


it, and fo have made of my Benefice 700 Crowns ready Money with- 
out fin. Some are fo little Penetrating, that this circling about, feems 
to them to be the fame, as if I fhould fell my Benefice for 700 Crowns, 
but they thew agrofs Judgment. There are many other things where- 
in the Penfon is much more Commodious, as is ufed at prefent in U- 
zaons, in Commendums, in Coadjutorfhips, and in Regreffes. 

Some Magnifying the Commodioufnefs of making Money, which the 
Pope hath for the neceffities of the Apoffolick See, do fay that if he 
fhould open the Regreffes, he might raife as much ashe would, and they 
fhew they underftand not matter of Bewefices, there would not be a 
Farthing gotten by this; The Penfow is much more ufeful and Com- 
modious, wherefore ‘twas eafie to execute the Councel, becaufe it be- 

N.220. came Convenient hkewife 5 but the raifing Monasteries with Cemmen- 
dums which the Councel Commanded in like manner, hath not been 
put in Execution hitherto, but many which were in Title have been 
Commended anew, there being no way found out to do it Commo- 
dioufly. 

The Penljon cannot be Impofed by any, but by the Popeonly, a thing 
of a great Emolument to the Court of Rome. 

This Alteration hath Italy made for the Councel of Trent, which ha- 
ving not Treated of Reférvations, and thofe being alfo encreafed, and 
are every day encreafing, thereremainé of the Bewefices in Italy at the 
Popes. Difpofal, with good hopes that the Sixth which remains may be 
to Compleat the Whole. 

By the Rules of Chancery all the Benefices are Referved to the Pope, 
which Fob the 22d and Benedié the 12th referved to themfelves, and 
afterwards all thofe Obtained by any Perfon being an Officer of the 
Court, although it were after he was gone out of Office. All the 

221.  Patriarchies, Arch-Bifbopricks, Bifbopricks aud Monatteries of menare 
alfo referved, which exceed the value of 200 Gold Florins, and alfo 
all Benefices belonging to the Collation of whomfoever, and becoming 
Vacant by the Ceffrox, by Privation, or by the Death of the CoUator, 
until that the Succeffor fhall have taken quiet Pofleflion : Alfo the 
Chiefe(t Dignities after the Pontifical in Cathedral Churches, and the 
Principal Dignities in Collegiate Churches, Priories, Prepofitures, and other 
Conventual Diguities, the Preceptories of all the Orders, excepting Mj- 
fitary, the Benefices of all the Popes Familiar Acquaintance, and of eve- 
ry Cardinals, although they be no more in their Service, or becaufe 
they be gone away, or becaufe the Cardinal is Dead, alfo all the Be- 
nefices of the Collectors and Sub-Colleors,all the Beneficesof the Romaz 
Courtiers, which dye ina Journey when the Court Travels, all the Be- 

222,  nefices of Chamberlaing and Curfor?, befides all thefe Benefices which Com- 
prehend all the Chiefeft, anda great part of the reft, the Pope Referves 
to himfelf all Benefices of any kind whatever, which become Vacant 
in eight Months of the year, leaving only four Months unto others,and 
this as touching other Benefices not above named. 

Befides thefe, there are referved alfo by a Conftitution of Pope Pius 
the 5th, all the Benefices becoming Vacant for Caufe of Herefie, or for 
Confidence, and all thofe which fhall not be Conferi’d according to 
the Decree of the Councel of Trent ; He that fhall put together all 
thefe Refervations, will find that at the leaft S ths are the Popes, and 
«th belongs to all the other Collators together. 
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To give Commendations to whom they are due, the D 
by the Popes of Rome is not to be omitted, not to fufier that the bi- 
fhops and other Collators of Benefices fhould give place to any Abuiec, 
they never permitted them the Powerto unite Benefices ad Vitaw, nei- 
ther the Commendings ad Vitam, they have not permitted that they yy 997, 
could difpenfe upon a Plurality of Incompatibles, nor to grant Regref? | ee 


iligence ufed | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
fes or Coadjutorfhips with a future Succelfion, and ufing the fame Dilt- 
| 


gence at prefent, they do not give leave that a Penfion though but {mall, 

fhall be Jaid upon the Benefice 5 In like manner they do not admit that 

they may receive the Refgwations ad Favorem, but in receiving the ab- 

folute Refignations which have been ufed moft Antiently in the Church, 

Pope Pius the 5th Anno. 1568, Prohibited under moft grievous Penal- 

ties all Ordinaries which having received the Refignment of a Benefice, 

from Conferring it on any Kinfman, Relation, or familiar Acquain- | 

tance, or friend of the Refignant, Obverting, that neither by Words ) 

nor by Signes or other Shews, they {hould have Demonftration of ano- | 

ther Perfon to whom the Refignant had adefire the Collation of the 

Benefice fhould be made. | 
"Tis Conftantly Affirmed by all Camoniifs and Cafuifts, that every Con- . 

tract in matter of Beneficeis Simoniacal, if itbe made without the Popes ' 

Participation, but with his Intervention every thing, is Legitimate, hold- 224 | 

ing for Conftant this general Propofition, which is, that the Pape i | 

Beneficial matters cannot Commit Simony, which gives no very good E- | 

dification to the World, yet the moft Modeft Canonists do \imit it, di- | 

{tinguifhing fome kind of Simony tobe forbidden by Divine Law, and 

another by the Law of man, adding that the Pope only is exempt from 

Committing Siwony forbidden by Humane Law : But notwithftanding 

this, they {tumble upon the {ame Difficulties, becaufe that whichis not 

evil by its own Nature, nor forbidden by God, deferves not thisname, 

and itis fuperfluous to make a Humane Law notto obferve it, and he 

that fhall look into it, and not make himfelf a Pretext with Words, 

fhall fee, that all is forbidden by God, and certainly it cannot be faid, 

that in this Part of holding the other Bifhopsin Office, the Pope fhould 

have failed, and it hath been a very great Grace of God fhewn to the 

Popes, that they have been able to keep the Remainder of the Church 

fincere from Simony, and yet they have not been able to extend this 225 

good to themfelves, nor to their Court; And if one day, as there is 

hopes, that it. may come into fome good Popes mind to Reform the 

Court, it would bea moft eafie thing to do it, only by recervang thofe 

Lams for himfelf, which are given to other Bifhops ; and we might thortly 

expect fuch a Profitable Reformation, if Flattery kept it not off at a 

diftance, by Propofing to the Popes, that they being in Pofletiion at 

leaftwife in Italy and in a few other places, were not Subject to any Rule, 

it being not good to Deprive themfelves, and do that Prejudice to the 

Apoftolick See, quite Contrary to the Doétrine Profefled by the Anti- 

ent Holy Popes, and Doétors. but by the things abovefaid, it is very 

clear, whether the Popes of Rome may have full Authority over Ec- 

clefiaftical Eftates and Benefices, fo as not to be fubject to any Rule in 

the managing of them; wherefore proceeding by Reafon, if the Church 

of each place be Miftrefs of the Eftates which fhe Pofflefieth, becaufe 

the Dominion hath been transferr’d to her, by him who was the firtt 

Matter of them, with the leave of the Prince, who by Law hath grants 


ed to her Purchafing; it remains that the Eftates ought to be under the 
K Government, 
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eg 
Government, and Adminiftration of thofe who are appointed for that 
Charge, Firft according to the Difpofition of the Law, and then accor: 
ding to the Conditions which the Donor Prefcribes, and the Teftator 
formerly Patron of it, and finally, according as the Church hath grant- 
ed, who is made MiftrefS of it, yet not going contrary to the Difpofi- 
tion of thofe, from whom it hath Caufe. And this is fo Evident and 
Clear, that it cannot be put in Doubt, unlefs by one who hath not Com- 
mon fenfe, or elfe, who in treating and fpeaking, follows not that which 
he is inwardly fenfible of. | | 

The Clerks or Clergy-men are become Adminiftrators of the Goods 
by Laws which have granted unto Chriftian Colledges, the Power of 
acquiring Eftates, both by Wills and Donations of thofe who have be- 
queathed their Goods, and by the Authority which the Church hath 
given unto thefaid Clergy inthe Cazons; therefore they are Obliged to 
Govern and to Difpence thefe Eftates according to the Laws, Difpofiti- 
ons, Donations, and Teftamentary Difpofitions, and according to the 
Canons : and that which might be done Contrary to it, cannot be called 
otherwife than Injuftice, Injury, and Ufurpation. 

The Cazonists fay, that the Pope hath moft full Power over the 
Goods and Benefices Ecclefiaftical, fo that he may conjoyn them, dimi- 
nifh them, erect new: ones, give them «ad xutum, Confer them before 
they become Vacant, lay upon them Servitudes, Burdens, and Penffons, 
and generally that in Beneficial matters, the Popes Will isin the ftead of 
Reafon or Right. 

This Sufficeth not, but they add, that the Pope may alter or tranf 
form into other Works, the Legacies ad Pias Canfas, and may. alter 
the Difpofition of Teftators, applying that to another, which they fhall 
have appointed for a Pious Work, and it cannot be denyed that this is 
the Practice which hath changed all the Government and all-the An- 
tient Inftitutions, but it remains ftill inDoubt, who does amifg and errs, 
the Antient or the Modern, if fo much as a Doubt may happen, 

Martin Navarr with fome of the more Moderate Canonifts, limits 
this Propofition, that the Pope may alter the laft Wills, only reftraining 
when there is a Lawful caufe of doing it, which otherwife would be to 
deprive a man of hisown, and of the Power granted him by the Na- 
tural and by the Divine Law, coming down alfo to this Particular, that 
the Pope cannot without Caufe give that to one Church, which is lef 
unto another, therefore how much lef$ unto Perfons not called. Nz. 
varrws faith alfo, that the faying of the Glof$ approved by the Caxonists: 
That is, in Beveficyal Matters, the Popes Willis instead and takes the 
Place of Reafon, is to be underftood only in things which are de Fure 
Poftive, but not in that which cannot be done without difagrecing 
with Natural and Divine Law : And thofe who give no unlimited Pow- 
er unto the Pope,would alfo exclude the Cazons ofthe Univerfal Church, 
not tofall into the Abfurdity, that in a Matter of fuch Importance the 
Univerfal Church fhould have erred, and done amifs, and that the 
Court fhould do uprightly. The faid Navarrus adds further, that it 
being faid in the Clementines, that the Free Difpofal of Benefices belongs 
to the Pope; The word Free is or ought to be underftood, without L3- 
cence, Leave, or Confént, and notwithf{tanding the Contradiction of any 
man foever, but yet without Prejudice of the Third; if we thould 
admit of this Expofition, asit feems Convenient to be admitted, there 
would be feen a great Oppofition to Refervations, becaule they are 

Prejudi- 
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Prejudicial to the Bifhopsin the giving of Benefices unto Strangers, be- 
caule it is with Prejudice to thofe of the Country, in whofe Favour 
the Wills are made, and it would not bevery favourable to the Pre- 
tenfion, to have Power or to be able to alter the laft Will and Tefta- 
ment, being Prejudicial to the Memory of the Deceafed. I know well 
that others anfwer to this, that all is true, when there is no Legitimate 
Caule ; but the Point is, who fhall be Judge of the Lawfulnels of the 
Caule, for if it belongs to himfelf, whole Authority is to be reftraineds 
‘tis as good to give him the Abfolute Authority, as that which islimit- 
ed with a Lawful Caufe, unlefs the Law be above it. Navarrus adds 
very Notable things, faying, that in our Age, the Opinion of the Ju- 
rifeonfults which expatiate fo much the Papal Power in Beweficyal mat: 
ters, ig in much Credit to pleafe thofe who are Ambitious of many Be- 
nefices, which they accept as fitted for their Ambition and Covetout- 
nefs, who heard a Divine fay Publickly, and a Famous Canowifi, that 
they would willingly accept of all the Bevefices of the Kingdom, if 
the Pope would Beftow them upon them, but on the Contrary Pixs 
@uintus told them, that the Jurifconfults are wont to attribute more 
Power than Convenient to the Pope, whereto he anfwered, that there 
are fome alfo which do not Extol, but that it behooveth to walk inthe 
middle way, having Refpect unto Divine and Humane Laws together, 
not doing like the Modern Juritcontults, who Magnifie Humane Laws 
fo much, that they anfwer again{t the Divine. 

However I intend not to Contradi&t the Opinion which gives {5 
much Power for the Reverence due to the Pope of whom is treated, 
although it Comprehends rot how it agrees with Divinity and with 
Reafon, I fhall only propofe fome Difficulties, which are wont to be 
Promoted by Writers on fuch an Opinion, which when they {hall have 
refolved, truth in this matter will be moft clear. 

And firft, If the Pope hath fuch an Ample Authority, who hath gt- 
ven it him? Not Chris#; becaufe the Authority given by him is only 
in Spiritual things for loofing, and for binding, that is, for remitting 
and for retaining of Sins. ‘And then the Ecclefiaftical Eftates are Pof- 
felled de Fure Hivano, and not Divino, and for fach it hath been re- 
folved above, and therefore he hath not received this Power from God, 
much le from the Laws of Princes, from Teftamentary Difpofitions, 
nor from the Cavors of the Churches; becaufe all thefe have given the 
Adminiftration to the Clergy-men of each Church, over the Eftates 
and Benefices thereof, and prefcribedly alfo with limited Conditions, 
that they may not be altered, therefore he hath it not from thefe. 
Thereareno other Patrons in being, nor none can have Authority,un- 
lefs granted by thefe, therefore it remains to be Confidered from whence, 
and by what other way it hath been given him. | 

To this Doubt a fecond may beaddeds if the Pope hath this Autho- 
rity, what is the Caufe that his Predeceflors for a Thoxfand years and 
more have never Exercized any, ner any Antient Doéfor, nor Councel, 
nor Hiftorian, nor Father, nor Canon, hath fo much as made mention 
of it? Tt cannot be Attributed that there 1s a necellity for that now 
which was not in thole times, becaufe that in the Ages that paft be- 
tween the years 800 and 1100, for 300 years the Diforders were fo 
great throughout all Ewrope, that in Comparifon of thofe, thefe at pre- 
fent are Tollerable, and indeed no Pope did fo much as intrude himfelt 
‘nto the Eftates of other Churches, which had great need of being Go- 
verned. K 2 And 
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And after the Popes had begun to interpofe themfelves in fome pla- 
ces, until the time of Clement the ath, no man ever pretended to fuch 
an Ample and Abfolute Power, but the faid Clement hath not direé- 
ly publifhed fuch a Power, but dealing otherwife, and almoft Inciden- 
tally, a way which isnot wont to make an entire Proof, becaufe the 
things incidentally fpoken in one way, being direétly Confidered and 
Examined, are oftentimes exprefled after another way. 

Neither can it be faid, that this Authority ferves for or tends to 
good, becaute it appears thereby, that almoft al) the Abufes have been 
Introduced. From hence proceeded the Commendums, the Pentous, 
the Regrefés, the Onions, the Refignations, the Expectancies, the Re- 
servations, the Tearly Payments, and the Quindenniuims, and other kinds 
which no man defends, unlef& by excufing them with the general Cor- 

ruption of the times. 

Ns 234. There remains yet athird Doubt, no lefs Confiderable in this mat- 
ter, which is, that fince the Popes have begun to make ufe of this { 
abfolute Authority, the Christian Kingdoms have alwayes Complained of 
7, and have made fome Oppofition againft them, as is above menti- 
oned in this Fiftory, fo that the Popes have been neceflitated to Mo- 
derate themfelves. “ And the Moderation was not in their Condefcend- 
ing to forbear the exercife of their pretended Authority, but by way 
of Tranfaction practized in dark Reafons, making agreement with King- 
doms, and by Form of Contract, refolving unto what Terms or Bounds 
their Power was to extend, a thing which might not have been done 
In Prejudice to their Succeflors, if that Authority had been thus free 
in the Popedome. 





Pragmatica Pope Leo the toth, to take away the Pragwatica, makes the Con- 
Santiin cordat, and fohe himfelf calls it in his Bul/ : He that hath a moft Am- 
Concord. 


ple Authority makes not a Concord, bat Treats with his Subjects like a 
Superior, and by way of Concetlions I offer no Violence to the word 
but in all the thing it {elf Leo not only calls it a Concordia, but {ayes 
allo; Man veri contratus, & Obligationis inter nos, & Sedem Aposto- 
licam predidam ex una, & Prefetum Regent ex altera Partibys Legiti- 
me mu? Some man may require thatitbe declared. The Popedome 
of Rowe having a Difference with the Kingdome of France, the Pope 
pretending to have an abfolute Authority over Benefices, to referve 
them tohimfelf ec. And the Kingdom pretending, that the Autho- 
rity belongsto their Prelatcs, they forme two Parties at Law, andto 
put anend to the Controverfie, they make a Lawful Contra. of Obli- 
Satan, whereby they declare what ought to be the Authority of each, 
how can any man fay, that the Popes Pretenfion was Legitimate and 
Clear 2 I cannot fay that I am able to anfwer any of thele Difficulties, 
if there be any Anfwer, I Refer it to the Judgment of the Wifes well 
may I fay, that Obferving that which for-above a Thoufand years hath 
been Objferved, that Ecclefiaftical Livings have been Adminiftred in each 
236. Diocels, their own, by their own Minifters, all Difficulty is avoided, 
and if Examples ought to Inftrud, they will be better and more fruit. 
fully difpenfed than now they are. 

In the three firft Queftions hath been Treated of the Stocks or E- 
{tates of the Clergy, the 4¢h now remains, wherein follows the Treat- 
ing of the Fruits, or Rents, or Incomes thereof. The Holy Fathers 
who have Written before the Divifion of the Eftates into four Parts, 
have all faid Unanimoutly that the Estates of the Clergy-mez are the 
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Poors, and that the Ecclefiaftical Minifter hath no other Power over 
them, but toGovern them, and to difpenfe them according to the ne- 
ceffities of the Poor, declaring thofe Minifters to be not only TAzeves, 
but alfo Sacrilegicus, who made any other ufe of them befides their Ins ! 
ftitution. 

_All Clergy-men did not Manage the Eftates, though indeed all were 
difpenfed by them, as likewife the livelyhood was Adminiftred to Wid- 
dows, to the Poor, and to other Miferable Perfons; but according to | 
the Example of the Inftitution of the Holy Apoftles, only the Deacons, ny 445, 
Sub-Deacous, and other Stewards were appointed thereunto, and gave —" 37 
an Account tothe Brfhop, and in fome placesto the Presbyter or Priest. 
The Divifion being made, and the Bewefices Inftituted 5 although it | 
would feem that the Bifhop, the Priefts, and the other Clergy-men 
might do what they would, with the Beneficial Incomes, as with their 
owns yet the Writers {peak inthis manner, faying, that a Clergy-man 
cannot make ufe of the Incomes of a Benefice, but as faras his Modes 
rate need requires, and the overplus he 1s obliged to {pend in Pious utes; : 
and with much Reafon, becaufe the Divifion alters not the Subftance of 
the thing, and an Eftate if itcomes to be Divided, both parts remain 
under the fame Obligation. Amongf{t others who write after the Di- 
viding 5 St.Gregory, who was a little above too years after, and St. 

Bernard, who was almoft 1000 yearsalter, exclaim moft heavily againft 
thofe who {pend the Incomes of Bevefices in ill ufes, as againft Perfons 238. 
Ufurping the Common Stock, and Murtherers of the Poor which 
ought to be Maintained by them, | ; 

Thus all the Doétors Wrote, until the year 1250, when they began 
to handle things more Subtilly, and holding it for Conftant, as{poken 
by all the Antients, that it wasa finto mifpend that which exceeds the 
Moderate necefiity of the Clergy-man, ‘twas enquired into, that if Be- 
neficed men not {pending of that in due ufes, which exceeds above their 
need, whether they only fin as a man fins who mif-{pends hisown, or 
whether alfo befides the fin they be Obliged unto Reftitution, asill Con- 
fumers of other mens Goods. 

If they be Patrous of the Fruits of the Benefices, or as the Laws fay, 3 
Ofufruduaries, although they fin by ili Adminiftration, yet they do In- : 





juftice tono man, neither are they bound to make any one dmends, 
becaufe they have not in Government any thing of another mans, but 
their own : But if they are Difpenfators with Power only to receive 
their own needs, which the Law calls Ofmaries, when they Difpence 
not uprightly, they remain under an Obligation of reftoring or making 
good as much more as they have Confumed, much more thofe who 
receive from them by Contract gratis, that is, thofe to whom they 
give or leave by Teftament, are Obliged to reftore it, as having recet- 
ved it from one who was not the Matter of it. {Gig 
Confeience obliged me to fet this Doubt on foot, which having been 
handled or treated on thefe 350 years, remains {till in Controverfie 
with equal number of Authorities on each fide, and at laft with {e- 
vere Oppofitions and Apologies, ‘twas in Controverfie between Martixz 
Navarr a Canonift, and a Catuitt of great efteem, and one named Sar- 
miento: Navarr holding that the Clergy-men are not Patrons, but 
Difpenfators, fo that they notonly Commit fin, but are Obliged unto 
Reftitution. Cardinal Gaetan was of a middle Opinion, that it was a 
different thing between {peaking of Bifhopsand Rich Abbots, and thofe 
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Of Beneficiary Matters 
who had only what was decent, or alittle more, and that thefe having 
no more than their own hare, are Matters of it. ; 

But the Richeft have alfo amongi{t their Incomes, the part or fhare of 
the Church and of the Poor, and therefore are Obliged to give Almes, 
and to do other Pious works for Righteoufnefs-fake, that is, with Ob- 
ligation of Reftitution, both to them, and to him that Receives from 
them, defcending tothis Particular alfo, that thofe are Obliged to Re- 
stitution who receive from the Pope, Ecclefiastical Estates, tor the En- 
riching, Exalting, or for the Ennobling themfelves, every Donation of 
Church Goods, which is not grounded upon Piety, or upon Neceffity be- 
ing a Diffipation and an Ufurpation. 

I believe that without a Subtil Difputation, all the Doubts Occur- 
rent inthis Matter may be Refolved, and firft, to {peak Separately of 
thofe Incomes, which by Teftaments, or other Original Inftitutions are 
Dedicated and Ordained to fome Pious work, to which [believe then, 
fo Obliged, that to appropriate them to ones lf, or to other World- 
ly ufes, may be called freely Ufarpation of that which is another mans, 
and if any of the Beneficed Clergy-men forbears to Execute the Infti. 
tutions which he hath in Charge, applying thofe Incomes to himfelf 
or to others, I do not believe he can under pretence of any Excufe or 
Bull whatever, Excule himfelf from being in an equal Degree with eve- 
ry Executor of a Will, who thould apply to himfelf that, which is lef 
by the Teftator, unto another, and I make account that every man who 
will not deceive himfelf, will hold this for a Conftant truth. 

On the other fide Duty requires, that he who is ferved, fhould pay 
the work-man his Reward, who may do with it what he pleafeth, nei- 
ther can it be Doubted but the Singing man, the Organift, and others 
which ferve inthe Church, are Mafters of the Reward which they have 
therefore. It is not Inconvenient to fay, that the Priefts likewife, and 
other Clergy-men ought to have their Reward for the Services which 
they afford to the Church, of which Reward they are Mafters, and 
when a Benefice is Inftituted with a particular Obligation to ferve the 
Church ina determinate thing, as are many Canonfhips, Manfonaries, 
Lheologal Prebendaries, and fuchother Benefices, it is not Inconvenient to 
fay, that it isa Reward of that Work. 

Benefices are of fuch Antiquity, that the Memory of their Inftitution 
7 lost, and therefore ‘tis not known, whether they had any Obligati- 
on, or nos But a Confcientious man will be well Certified, when he 
fhall Confider the quantity of the Incomes, and the Service which he 
lends or yields to the Church, becaufe if thefetwo were weighed in the 
Scale, he may believe that the Beneficeis his Sallary, but if the Incomes 
exceed it by much, hecan never fain himfelf to be Simple, who believes 
that fo many Incomes were left him to do what he will with, and fhould 
not know it to be neceflary, that the Inftitution fhould bear with it 





‘fome Obligation, it being not likely that fo much fhould be Affigned 


for him only. 

The Controverfie among{t the Doétors which is difficult difputing 
in General, is moft eafie and without difficulty practized in particulars: 
and the Confcience of him who hath not Choaked it through his own 
Malice, refolves eafily all Difficulties inwardly upon the Particular,which 
God hath not left unto any one in uncertainty, who is willing to walk 
according to his Commandments. 


As 
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MONS to the New Acquifitions, every prudent Perfon would have 


thought that they were at an end, orat leaft that they could acquireor 
Purchafe but flowly. 

There ate tiow no more Perfohs who bear a Devotion towards the 
Clergy-men, Monks, and Militia ; The Mendicants who heretofore had 
the Power of Purchafing, cannot hope to put itin Execution, whereas 
they have not been able to doit hitherto, and where they have Pur- 
chafed or Gained, if therewith they have not loft the Devotion, they 
may yet hope for fome Augmentation, but very flight - Thofe others 
who have caufed themfélves to be excluded from the Priviledge, which 
the Councel of Trent hath granted to all of Purchafing, as. the Capucins, 
who preferve the good Opinion by Reafon of their Poverty, whereas 
immediately that any fhould change their Inftitution in the leaft part, 
they could not Pure afe Eftates, and would lofe their Alms. — It feems 
therefore that no way isleft to go any further. He that would Infti- 
tute an Order with Power of Purchafing, would have no Credit 
He that would do it with meer Begging cannot hope to purchafe there- 
by, nor to have Credit if he fhould change it. But notwithftanding 


? 


all this, there hath not warited Proper wayes and Singular in our Age; 


and nothing Inferior to all the former, and that hath been the Inifitu- ee of 
ELUICS. 


tion of the fefaits, which profefling a Mrxture of Poverty and of A- 
bundance, with Poverty it gains Credit and Devotion, and hath the 
other hand Capable of Pofleffing, which receives that which the Com 
pany gains. They have Inftituted Proféffing Houfés, with Prohibition p 





N.244. 


rofeffing 


of being able to Poflefs Eftates, but the Colledges with Power of Pur- Houtes. 


chafing, and Poflefling 5 they fay, and that truly, that wo ingle Govern- 
ment in the World is perfec, but that a Mixture is ufeful to every thing 5 
That the Condition of Evangelical Poverty taken up by the Mendi- 


cants, hath this Defect, that it cannot Governit felf therewith, but the Evangelical 


foregoets, whofe Number cannot be great, but they in the Colledges F 
receive and Inftru@ Youth, and render them apt and fit after the gain- 
ing of Virtues, to live in the Evangelical Poverty, wherefore Pover- 
ty isindeed the Scope and their Effential end, but Accidentally they re- 
ceive Poffeffions. | | 

Befides all this, ‘tis better to ground ones Creduility upon that which 
is cffeually feen, than upon that which is Preached in Word, they 
Write unto this prefent time to have one and twenty Profelfing Houfes, 
and 293 Colledges, by the Proportion of which numbers, every one 
may Conclude that which is Effential, and that which is Accidental to 
them : Certain it is, that the Purchafes made by them are exceeding 
great, and that they Proceed ftilltowards Augmentation: 

Even asall the Temporals which the Church Pofleffeth, comes from the 
Almes and Oblations of the Faithful, even fo likewife the Building of 
the Antient Sanctuary in the Old Teftament, was made by Almes and 
Oblations, then when the People had Offered as muchas fuflized, yet 
the Oblations were Continued; The Over-feers of the Fabrick had 
recourfe unto Mofés, faying, the People carryes too much for the Work, 
which the Lord hath Commanded, and Mofes fent forth a Proclamation, 
that no man {hould make any more Offering to the Sanctuary, becaufe 
there had been Offered enough, and to {pare. 

"Tis feen that God wasnot willing to have Superfluity in his Temple, 
and if in the Old Teftament which was Worldly, he would not have all 


for his Minifters, much lefs will he have itin the New : Where are a 
k UES 


Colled ges: 


348. 


overty. 


soeca casseeesrtss ness 


SHER A 


soespeisese 


, 


SEEERGSH 
istissseees 


ES 


Shi ta Siniiatis 


SS ttss See eer 
ee aaa 


ee 


mapasere res: 


Seeecnaes 


aineesetess 


eects 


TPESIGH 














aS 


thes, 


Conto. 


248, 


a seeessetemeee 


Of Beneficiary Matters 


Stee 5 
Purchafings to end? When it is to be faid amongft us, the People hath 
Offered more of it than Suffizeth. When that the Minifters of the 
Temple were the 13th part of the People, they received the Leuths, 
and ‘twas not Lawful to exceed them ; now that they are not the rooth, 
they have perhaps above a quarter. 

‘Tis not Convenient, that the encreafe of Ecclefiaftical Eftates fhould 
be infinite, and that allthe World {hould be reduced to be Tenants ; 
Humane Laws amongft Chriftians have not limited the quantity of E- 
{tates that any one Poflefleth, for he that Purchafeth to day, alienates 
to morrow : A Perpetual Condition of Perfons is very fingular, which 
may alwayes Purchafe, and never Alienate. Inthe Old Teftament the 
Tythes were given to the Levites, becaufe they were Gods Lnkeritance, 
and therefore they were Forbidden to have any other fhare, a thin 
which pertains to thofe who are willing to make ufe of their Priviled. 
ges, taking all to themfelves, and not only that which behooves their 
own Profit. 

It hath been abundantly fpoken of how the Ecclefiaftical Eftates 
have been gained, to whom the Care of them hath been Committed, 
and how Difpenfed. 

Nothing hath been fpoken of that which was done, when at the Death 
of the Beneficyary they found fome of the Fruits not yet difpofed of, 
whether he difpofed of them by Will, or whether from the Inteftate- 
man they pafled unto other Perfons. 

Whilft the Eftate of each Church was in Common, and Governed by 
one Earl only, ‘tisa certain thing, that fo much as was found ina Mini- 
{ters hand was Incorporated with the Whole, and Governed in the fame 
manner by the Succeflor; But Benefices being erected, there were alo 
Canons therewith made, that whatever part was found in the hand of 
the Beneficyary at his Death, fhould be the Churches; and by the 
Church if it were Collegiate and had a Common Table, wasunder- 
{tood the Colledge thereof; But if the Beneficyary was without Col- 
league, by the Name of Church, ‘was underftood the Succeflor, who 
was to Adminifter that Remainder or Refidue, after the {ame manner 
as the Deceafed Predeceflor was Obliged unto, {0 ’twas wont to be 
done unul the year 1300. But becaufe the Beneficed Clergy-men had 
oftentimes other Goods of their own Patrimony, or elfe gain‘ by his 
own Art and Induftry, ‘twas therewith faid, that of thefe he was the 
Abfolute Mafter, and might leave them by Will to: whom he pleafed s 
but of the Incomes of the Benefice he might not Difpofe, by reafon of 
Death. From whence it follow’d, that Clergy-men Pofleflors of {mall 
Benefices, not acceding the expences, made a Will of all they had,and 
if by {paring they had Advanced any thing to the Benefice,. they re- 
puted it gain'd by Induftry, and Difpofed of it in the fame manner, 
which hath brought in a Cuftom in many Chriftian Kingdoms, that men 
of Inferior Benefices may make their Will, likewife of the Incomes of 
their Benefices, and not making a Will, the Heirs of the Inteftate Suc- 
ceed, as alfoin the Patrimonials. But that which was left by the Bi- 
hops, remained to the Church according tothe Antient Cazons. 

After this, the Bifhops alfo through Cuftom in many Chriftian King- 
doms acquired the Power of making Wills, even of the Ecclefiaftical 
Fruits, fo that about the year 1300, in divers Countries there were 
three Different Cuftoms found ; 1.One where no Clergy-man might 
Difpofe of the Incomes of Benefices advanced them, 2/y, The other 
where 
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Where the Incomes were upon the fame Account, as, things . Patrimoni- 
al and their own, 3/y, the third where Inferior Clergy-men bequeathed 
or difpofed,. but what was. left by theBifhops went tothe Church,”";  N.250. 
~. In the ‘times alter 1300, when the Popes of Rowe had more need of 
Money than ordinary, they fent their Minifters into the Kingdoms 
where the Churches were wont to Inherit the Deceafed: Beneficed: ntans 
Eftate, who before the Succeflor, was Chofen, applyed: all to the Popes 
Chamber, which thing Succeeded eafily, becanfé the Benefice becoming 


Vacant, theré was: none would Contradict it for . his own Intereft, and 

the Succefior being Created he acquiefced ima thing done withotit any, 

more ado. They began to fend fuel; Minifters ito. allplaces. where 

they could, and to lay claim to that: which wasleft by the Deceafed sbY: pooty or 
the Name of Booty or Spoyles, and the, Popes Officers, fent..forithem, Spoyles. i 
were call'd Collectors. The Popes took thefe Spoyles where they could, “lletors- 
inthis manner, filently without any Order or Law. therein which might 

grant the fame, but alwayes with {ome Murmuring, as. well by the Heirs 

of the Deceafed Priefts, as alfo by other. Perfons, through the:fevere 751: 

Extorfions which the Collectors. and the Sub-ColleCtors, made, .who 

brought into the Account of Spoyles or Booty, the. yery Ornaments. of 

the Churches, and gave alfo much Moleftation;to Heirs upon’ Goods 

gaind by Induftry, or received from the Patrimony, endeavouring to 

make them. .appear to be taken out of the Benefices,, and doubtfil of 

what. quality they were, giving Sentence that, they <belong’d.to the 

Chamber, vexing and tiring thofe.who Oppofedthem,. with Excommu- 

ications and Comlres, en 4c (Ty eamktl oii bSaghounl ols et 
In France the we or cuftom had Introduced that, the Spoyles of Bis 

Shops and Abbeys {hould be applyed to the ,Pope,. And in the year. 395, 

Charles the 6th Prohibited it, Ordaining that Heirs {houldjhave the Suc: 

ceffion as well in them, as in Patrimontal Goods; :In many, Countries 

the Cuftom being Introduced, is Continued unto: this Age, when'by. 

the Extorfion of the Colledtors,, the Complaints,of many encreafed fo 

much, that fome had the boldnefs to Oppofe it openly; and, to deny 

that the Spoyles of the Deceafed Clergy-men belonged..to the Popes 
Chamber. Wherefore in the year1541; Pay/ the 3d was the firft who 

made a Bull upon this matter, where ‘tis'Related: that fome Curious 252. 
Perfons to Ufurp to themfelves the Rights of the Apoftolick Chamber, 
and to Defraud it, did callin queftion, whether the Eftates of Prelates, 
and of other Ecclefiaftical Perfons called Spoyles belonged to the Cham- 
ber, there being no Apoftolical Conftitution which Appropriates it, 
though indeed by the fending Collectors into divers places, 1t appears 
clearly to have been the mind of the Apoftolick See, to referve them and 
apply or appropriate them to the Chamber, wherefore he Declares, 
Ordains, and Conftitutes, that to the Pontifical Chamber thal] belong 
the Spoyles of all the Clergy-men Deceafed in whatfoever Kingdoms 
and Dominions, as well on this fide, asbeyond the Alpes, fo likewife 
on this fide, as wellas beyond the Seas, although Collectors have never 
been appointed in them. . 

So that the over-Diligent being willing to free fome few Provinces 
from this Grievance or Burthen, have been Caufe they have been Impo- 
fed. all the World over : But yetitisnot come to Execution, except in 
the ufual places, but ithath thus happen’d in all things, as the World 
makes of Novelties, left off for fometime without Execution, and af 
terwards with a good Opportunity, as if they had been Executed in 
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due time, and by the Malice of fome brought out of Ufe, by Cenfures 
and other Violences they are put in Execution. 

The Spoyles unto the year 1560, Comprehended nothing but that 
which was found at theClergy-mans Death, proceeding from Ecclefiafti- 
cal Incomes. 

Tn the year abovefaid Pivs quartws made a Bull; that under the Name 
of Spoyles, which throughout the World, in all Dominions on this fide 
and beyond the Alps and the Seas, belong to the Chamber, is to be un- 
derftood alfo, all that which the Clerk fhall gain by Unlawful Mer- 
chandize, and otherwife Contrary to the Canons, a thing which Com- 
prehends Sufficiently, becaufe Unlawful Merchandize they call where 
the thing fuch as it is bought, fo it is fold. And then by the Cavous 

N. 254. the Clergy-men are forbidden many kinds of Games in ufe, and many 
Services, by which wayes there is gotten fufficiently, fo that hereby 
was returnd a great gain to the Chamber, and ’twould be a great In- 
come, if the Bulls could be Executed throughout half Jtaly, where 
they are not yet in Execution, and in Frazce, and in Germany, and in 
other Kingdoms which have not yet received them; like as in the 
Kingdoms of Castilia they make not Spoylesof all the Clergy-men, but 
of the Bifhops only, by the Laws of Carolus quintus, and of Philip 
the 2d, 

The Canoniits Defend the Right of the Spoyles with this Foundation, 
that the Pope is Patron or Mafter of all Ecclefiastical Incomes, and thofe 
who {peak the moft Modeftly, fay, Adminiftrator; by which DoGrine 
there ts alfo Introduced into Rome, thatif any one hath unduly Ufurped 
to himfelf any Benefice, or otherwife, fhall have Robbd the Church, if 
heagree with the Apoftolick Chamber, to giveafhare of it thereto,he 

255. may hold the Remainder with a good Confcience, and the Agreement 
being made and paid as much as was limited,. let every one fay, he is 
Abfolved of the reft, and may holdit Lawfully as his own, becaufe 
the Pope is as hath been faid,either Mafter or Adminiftrator General 5 and 
this they call Compounding with the Aposfolick Chamber, which comes 
tobe very largely Extended, fo that.thofe whoin Confcience know, or 
at leaftwife doubt of having fomething not their own, and there isno 

——that either it isnot known whom to Reftore it, Compofi- 

tion is made. 7 
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